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Endangered Forest Bird – North Island Kokako, Callaeas wilsoni. 
May be seen Otunhae Scenic Reserve, see page 11 Tramp to Purangi. 
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CHECK LIST for BUSH or MOUNTAIN TRIPS 
 
Not all trips are in extreme terrain or weather. If you are on a town walk you are probably more at risk 
from traffic than hypothermia, while on the beach sunburn, heatstroke and drowning are more common 
hazards. For everything else we recommend the following. 
 

What to take - the minimum personal essential gear for all wilderness day trips. 
 
Outer shell: Waterproof hooded parka (preferably breathable) and waterproof 
 over trousers. 
Insulation Layer: Polyester fleece or wool jersey or jacket. 
Base (therm) layer: Polypropylene or wool top and Long Johns. 
Headwear:  Wool/synthetic beanie or balaclava, sun hat. 
Footwear:  Wool/synthetic socks, boots or shoes suitable for the terrain. 
Hands:  Wool and/or synthetic gloves or mitts. 
Spare:  One wool/fleece top (at least) kept dry in your pack. 
Fluid:  At least 800ml and up to 3 litres of water if not available en route. 
Food:  Lunch and snacks of high-calorie food. 
Emergency:  Personal first-aid kit, LED headlamp or torch, high-energy food, pack 
 liner/emergency bag. Whistle. 
Daypack: Should be big enough to fit in everything which you are not wearing. 
 
This list is the MINIMUM you will need. If you are venturing into alpine terrain, especially 
in winter conditions, you may need considerably more. Check with the trip leader if you 
have any doubts. 
Other recommended gear, depending on trip. 
 
 Z�Gaiters Z�wind mitts Z�spare thermals 

 Z�Map and compass Z�sunglasses Z�UV barrier cream 

 Z�Fire lighting kit Z�stainless mug Z�knife 

� Z�Mobile phone 

Recommended gear which can be shared among a group are: high-performance 
emergency bag, locator beacon, smoke flare, fly sheet, hand-held radios, bothy bag, GPS 
and comprehensive first-aid kit. 
The Club has most of this gear available on free-of-charge loan on Club trips. Optional items 
which could be useful are: walking poles, sandals, insect repellent, pack cover, length of 
cord, water filters or purifiers, guide book, plant or bird guide, binoculars, camera and 
vacuum flask, whistle, but remember these all add to the weight in your pack. 
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Your Responsibilities on a Trip. 
Offer to help carry some of the shared equipment such as locator beacon or first-aid kit. 
Stay with the group at all times and help others who are having problems. 
Tell someone if making a toilet stop etc. 
Don’t put yourself at unnecessary risk. You may put others at risk too. 
Tell the leader early if a problem starts to develop or you are struggling to keep up. 
Tell someone if you notice anything which you think may be important. 
If you have any ideas about improving the way trips are run tell the trip leader or 
committee member. 
 
If you become separated from the party, STOP and STAY WHERE YOU ARE. Move only if 
you can easily return to where you could be found more easily. You are likely to be more 
easily heard if you are at the top of a ridge than in a gully (but may be more exposed to 
weather). Shout or blow a whistle at regular intervals to help searchers find you. 
 
Trip Grading  EASY     3-4 hours  FIT EASY  3-6 hours 
   MODERATE    4-6 hours  FIT MODERATE 4-8 hours 
   HARD      6+ hours  Easy-Alt  3-4 hours 
The grading is a guide only – the expected length of the trip is given in the trips programme. 
Trip grading is a combination of a number of factors including expected length, steepness 
or otherwise of the intended route, likely track conditions, time of year and leader’s 
intentions. Thus, trips to the same destination could have a different grading depending 
on time of year, track conditions, or who is leader and intended speed of travel. For 
example, a trip to Pouakai Trig in summer could be done at a leisurely pace over 7 hours 
and be classed as FIT EASY. The same trip done in 5 hours, or in winter snow or wind, could 
be classed as MODERATE. Weather and track conditions on the day can make a trip harder 
than expected. To avoid the embarrassment of holding other members up, all members 
are urged to begin with easier trips in order to assess their own level of fitness, confidence 
and ability. If you are a new member or are in doubt, please check with the trip leader. 
SAFE TRAMPING! 

 

The opinions expressed and 
articles published in Footprints 
are not necessarily the views of 
the New Plymouth Tramping Club 
Inc. 
The Editor reserves the right to 
edit any material submitted for 
publication in the magazine. 

Deadline for All Material for Magazine 
Club night preceding issue of the next magazine. 
For example: deadline for March is Club Night in 
February. 

Footprints are issued quarterly in March, June, 
September & December of each year. 
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LEADERS PROCEDURES 
Before the trip: 
 
Ensure you are familiar with where you are going. Do a reconnaissance trip if necessary. 
Phone 0900 999 plus area code for latest update, if weather looks uncertain.  
Check whether any special transport arrangements are needed, eg vehicle location. 
Arrange a contact person, give plenty of notice, and then remind him or her just before the 
day. Your contact is your link to assistance should anything go wrong and must be 
someone who is familiar with the necessary procedures – not a member of your family. 
They should be given a list of those on the tramp, with contact phone numbers and details 
of any medical issues, and a list of emergency equipment taken (GPS, Emergency locator 
beacon, Spot checker). If your trip is cancelled, make sure you inform your contact person. 
A first aid kit and some form of communication must be taken on all trips, usually a mobile 
phone but sometimes a locator beacon, mountain radio or other device may be more 
appropriate depending on the terrain and coverage. Contact Hunting & Fishing Taranaki 
(06) 757 2255 prior to arrange collection of these and any other gear required. 
 
Contacts: 
 

Hugh Alexander 757 9341 Gail Geange 753 4302 
Terry Baldwin 754 7329 Ian Gregory 758 6012 
Derek Andrews 753 9855 Mike Hutson 758 5261 
Alan Doy 753 6809 Allan Jenkins 753 5350 
  Elwyn Palmer 753 2127 
Bruce Durdle 753 5130 Malcolm Smart 751 2376 
Janet Durdle 753 5130 John Wicksteed 758 4205 

 
On the day: 
Cancellation of trip (midweek tramps only) Notify the local radio network (06) 759 2460, 
before 7.00am to have the cancellation broadcast on Classic Hits & Newstalk ZB. Go to 
Brooklands Road at the advertised time to inform members who may turn up. 
Make sure you arrive early at the meeting place (usually 125a Brooklands Road). 
Get the trip book from the box on the driveway fence at No 125a, fill in the book (no carbon 
needed, but make sure the cardboard flap is placed under the second page and that the 
first and second pages have the same number). The name and telephone number of 
everyone on the trip must be recorded. If a member is a driver for a drop off/pick up tramp, 
record his/her name as driver. Details of all drivers and cars are to be entered at bottom 
of page. Remove the top page and take it with you as your record. 
Ensure that members are spread among the vehicles as evenly as possible for a fair 
distribution of travel costs. Instruct passengers to pay their drivers before departure. Ask 
trip members of any medical condition that may affect them on the trip. Return book to box. 
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On the trip: 
If a large number of people turn up for your trip, consider splitting the party into two 
groups, each with an identified, suitable leader; the tail group to carry cell phone and first-
aid kit. 
 
Keep an eye on the pace and take care of new members – don’t let them get behind. 
 
Keep the group together and take frequent rest stops and number checks. Do not let large 
gaps between the front and back person develop. 
 
Do not deviate from advertised route, but don’t be afraid to turn back – it is your 
responsibility, and the safest course is always the best. 
 
Have an experienced person at the rear. 
Regroup at river crossings and track junctions to ensure everyone gets across the stream 
or takes the correct track. 
If an emergency situation requiring outside assistance arises during the trip ring 111 and 
ask for the police search and rescue. If there is no phone coverage activate the locator 
beacon. For non-urgent situations ring your contact.  
If circumstances permit, advise your contact of any likely delay. 
  
After the trip: 
As soon as possible (ie when you have telephone coverage) ring your contact person and 
advise him/her of your return. 
As soon as convenient, return the Club equipment to the equipment officers and inform 
them of any damage, flat batteries, etc. 
Get your trip report to the Footprints editor, email: editor.nptc@xtra.co.nz 
Please advise the Club Captain of any incident/accident on the trip which resulted in injury 
or damage, or that gave rise to concerns over safety. 
 
FMC MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

The Club has current membership cards from Federated Mountain Clubs. These 
are available free to financial members of our club and entitle the holder to 30% 
discount on DOC annual hut passes and 25% discount on books, guides and 
manuals ordered through ‘FMC Book Orders’, plus various other discounts.  
Contact the Treasurer if you would like an FMC card. 
 

Club monograms: These are available on Club Nights from the Treasurer - $7.00. 
 
New members: Lesley Officer, John Fisher, Merv Hooker, Jocelyn Andrews & Ray Stockman, 
Bridget Sullivan & Chris Ussher, Bronwyn Jenkins, June Cripps. Rejoined: Gary & Joan Martin, 
Lesley van Vuuren, Bernadette Shaw, Fiona Duncan, & Paul Scott. 
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NOTICE BOARD 
Email addresses wanted 
The Club is developing an email list, so executive officers of the Club can communicate 
more quickly with members about upcoming events and matters that may be of interest 
to them. If you would like to be included on the mailing list, please email 
secretary@nptc.org.nz and include your email address in the subject line. If at any time 
you wish to no longer receive mail from the NPTC executive, simply reply to the mail with 
'unsubscribe' in the subject line. 
 
Information on Mt Egmont 
We have many Club members with knowledge that I would love to capture and place on 
the website relating to features specific to Mt Egmont. This would give trampers ideas on 
points of interest they may/will encounter on a particular track or area they are tramping 
in. This could include: Flora/Fauna, Geological features, Ecology, History. e.g. – Warwick 
Castle; who named it & why. 
If you are an enthusiast in these areas or others which you think would be of interest to 
fellow members I would really appreciate hearing from you and having your input into 
developing the website page. Email Lee at g.mccracken@clear.net.nz or if you don’t have 
access to a computer you can send it snail mail to: PO Box 861, New Plymouth 4340. 
 
Bereavement Policy 
To honour those of our Club members who have died, we like to put a notice in the 
newspaper, with the consent of next-of-kin. Please advise Kevin Curd, 753 3692 if you 
know of any members to whom we can pay tribute in this way. 
 
Buy Sell & Exchange 
The Committee has agreed to trial this on the website in the member pages. For 
tramping related goods only. Items will be deleted after a month if no request is received 
by the Webmaster to leave them listed. Email details of items, name etc to Lee at 
g.mccracken@clear.net.nz   You may also advertise same free of charge in Footprints. 
 
 
 
 
If you have messages around upcoming trips, events, or other matters that you feel 
would be relevant and of interest to club members please forward these to 
secretary@nptc.org.nz.  Also, if urgent, please contact Danni on 751 4337.   
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Club equipment for hire 
All equipment is $NIL for official club (or related) tramps. 

Rates for Club Members on non-club activities are: 
 
Equipment:         /Week /Weekend 

Tents: 
Polaris with Tent Fly – 4-person (Qty. 2)        

 
10.00 

 
5.00 

Nimbus Tent Fly only                                           2.00 1.00 
Please ensure all tents are dried & aired before returned.   
Packs:   
Fairydown Kepler (2) 6.00 3.00 
Hallmark Tergo Nomic (2)          “             “ 
Lonely Trekker (60 litre)          “               “ 
Rhino                    “               “ 
The Great Outdoors Falcon          “           ” 
Billies   
Large (3) 1.00  
Small (2) 0.50  
Rope   
Ice Axe (2)  5.00 
Tomahawk   
Compasses (3)  1.00 
Petzl Head Lamps (6)  Hirer to supply 3x AA batteries 2.00 1.00 
For all above items please contact Derek Andrews 753 9855   
Kids Packs (Various sizes) 4.00 2.00 
Kids Raincoats (Various sizes) 2.00 1.00 
For above two items, contact Karen Griffiths 753 8577, 021 110 4640
   

  

For these items below contact Hunting & Fishing Taranaki, 06 757 2255     
Spot Tracker (2)         10.00         5.00 
Personal Locator Beacon (PLB)  10.00 5.00 
GPS (Global Positioning System) Hirer to supply 2X AA batteries 10.00 5.00 
UHF 2 Way Radios (matched pair) 10.00 5.00 
 
Injury or damage to property on Club Trips. 
The Club Captain is to be informed as soon as possible of any incident on a Club trip 
which results in injury to members or damage to members’ property. 
 
Club Library. 
The Club has a comprehensive selection of maps and books of tramping interest for Club 
members to borrow. These are available at Club Nights.  
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COMBINED EVENTS PROGRAMME 
 

Unless stated otherwise; ALL trips leave at the stated time from outside 125a Brooklands 
Road. Passengers are to pay their drivers before leaving for the tramp. Please bring correct 
change. Cancellations: In cases of poor weather or forecast please telephone the leader 
no later than one hour prior to the trip or (weekdays only) listen for cancellation on Classic 
Hits or Newstalk ZB. (Refer Leaders Procedures Page 4) 

Leaders are instructed to refuse to accept anyone considered inadequately equipped for a 
particular trip, and to ensure members are spread among the vehicles as evenly as 
possible for a fair distribution of travel costs. Contact leader prior to trip for any 
information you require. 

Trip Grading:  Please check the guide given for Trip Grading on page 3 and do not hesitate 
to contact the leader for additional information. 
 

Combined Events Programme and Club Nights 

for July - August - September 2017 

 
 

Please refer to the New Plymouth Tramping Club Website: 
www.nptc.org.nz, refer Information-Trips Programme & Checklist for 

Trips for any alterations or deletions to this programme. 
 
 
Wed 28th Jun 
Closing date for East to West Crossing of Kaitake Range Saturday 1 July  
 
 
 
Sat 1st Jul H East to West Crossing of Kaitake Range 
 
Enter bush from Carrington Road and continue through to Lucy’s Gully via Kirihau and 
Patuha Peaks. A car shuttle is required.  
 
Denis Goodwin  752 8173  
 

http://www.nptc.org.nz/
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Leave 7.00am $TBA 5-6 hrs  
 
Closing date: Wednesday 28 June; reserve date: Saturday 8 July  
 
 
 
Sun 2nd  Jul FE/M Maude Track to Pouakai Hut, Youth Tramping Group  
 
From the end of Maude Road, we travel up the lesser visited Maude Track to the tarns and 
on to Pouakai Hut where we will have lunch. Weather permitting, we will get amazing 
views across to the mountain and to the coast.  We will return by the same route, with a 
short diversion to see the Mangakotukutuku Falls.   
This trip is programmed for High School age students and upward.  
 
Leaders Karen Griffiths 753 8577 or 021 110 4640; karen@nptc.org.nz  
 Graham Bocock 755 1274 or 027 537 9744; lifeplan@xtra.co.nz  
 
Meet 7.45am  
Leave 8.00am  
Cost Travel free in own car; travel as passenger $7 adults  
Tramp time 6+ hrs 
 
 
 
Sun 2nd Jul FM The ‘Old & the New’ - off-track circuit  
 
A mystery trip from Kaiauai Rock carpark on tracks some old some new and a little cross 
country.  
 
Alan Doy  021 592 687  
 
Meet 8.15 $6 5-6 hrs  
Leave 8.30 
 
 
 
Wed 5th Jul Alt-E Glen Avon area 
 
Park cars at the bottom of Queens Rd. Walk up hill and down dale visiting a few gardens 
and a pa site. 
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Valda Walsh      758 9697 
 
Meet 8.45         3 hrs 
Leave 9.00 
 
 
 
Wed 5th Jul FE Gillett Farm Walk 
 
A nice walk for a winter’s day over part of Brian and Marie’s farm as well as some of the 
neighbour’s farms. About three years ago we had a most enjoyable day on the Richmond 
Road property and we are assured of another similar day. Please note the departure time. 
 
Brian and Marie Gillett        756 6136 
 
Meet 8.45 $5 4 hrs 
Leave  9.00 
 
 
 
Sat 8th Jul 
Reserve date for East to West Crossing of Kaitake Range 
 
 
 
Sun 9th Jul E New Members Welcome Tramp to Maketawa Hut 
 
This tramp is for all new and prospective members and is an opportunity to learn how the 
club operates and meet other new members.  It will be led by an experienced club member 
who will be able to give advice on gear, our different trips and programs etc.  
We meet outside 125A Brooklands Road and will carpool to North Egmont Visitor Centre.  
The tramp to the hut is less than two hours so we will have time for a leisurely lunch and 
learning session at the hut before returning by a different route. Contact Karen if you have 
any queries. 
 
Karen Griffiths  753 8577 or 021 110 4640 or karen@nptc.org.nz  
 
Meet 8.45  
Leave 8.00  
Cost Travel free in own car; travel as passenger = $7 adults.  
Tramp time 4 hrs  
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Wed 12th Jul E/FE Mangimingi Wander 
 
We follow the old Tahuri Road into a farming area where there once was a school and Post 
office which was abandoned in the depression and where, in 1975, a Back To The Land 
scheme was introduced.  
EASY GROUP will lunch at the WATTLE and DAUB house, which is still standing and used by 
hunters today. We return back the same way, viewing the old swing bridge and homestead.  
FIT-EASY will continue on to a bunkhouse used as a training centre for troubled youth and 
perhaps as far as the Wheneuakura River if time permits.  
 
Kay Hall   758 0656 Easy Tramp 
Christine Feigler  752 0868 FE Tramp 
Peter Winter  752 0167 FE Tramp 
 
Meet 7.45 $20 Easy: 4+ hrs 
Leave 8.00  FE:     5+ hrs 
 
 
 
Thurs 13th Jul  Club Night at Beach Street Hall, Fitzroy  
 
Club member Alan Morris presents his impressions of his recent trip to Japan.  
The talk’s highlights are the country’s annual garden festival and a visit to Hiroshima.  
 
Time 7.30 $1 Presentation starts 7.45  
 
 
 
Sat 15th  FM Te Rerepahupahu Falls overnighter  
to Sun 16th Jul 
 
This is a chance for those people who have not seen these spectacular falls but have felt 
that the day trip was a bit beyond them to visit them in winter when they should be at 
their best.  
We will leave at a reasonable hour, drive to the South Waitaanga Road end, and tramp into 
the hunter's hut, along the old tramway. Here we will spend the night, using the hut 
kitchen, and four lucky trampers can have a bunk. The rest will tent it outside.  
We will walk to the Falls the next morning, returning to the hut for lunch, before tramping 
back to the cars. Debrief at Mike's Brewery or Urenui Hotel.  
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You will need all the accoutrements required for an overnight tramp in winter, including a 
tent. 
  
Peter Winter  752 0167, or 027 295 8488, E. pwinter@xnet.co.nz  
 
Meet 8.15 $25 Tramp time TBD  
Leave 8.30  
 
 
 
Sun 16th Jul E-M Wilkies Pools and Beyond  
   A ‘TAKT’/ ‘Youth Tramping Group’ trip  
 
This outing is two tramps in one. From Dawson Falls Visitor Centre, we will all head up the 
track to Wilkies Pools where we will take a short break for the kids to play and splash 
around.  From there we will split into two groups.  
 
Karen will take the younger children, and anyone else who wishes, on the track to the 
swingbridge and Waingongoro Hut where they will have lunch.  
 
Graham will take the older children on the more challenging route going upstream 
following the Kapuni River’s course above the Pools and continuing beyond heading up 
into the canyon to find its source, where they will have lunch and explore the area. Each 
group will retrace their steps back to the cars at the Visitor Centre.  
 
Karen Griffiths  753 8577 or 021 110 4640 or karen@nptc.org.nz  
Graham Bocock  755 1274 or 027 537 9744 or lifeplan@xtra.co.nz  
 
Meet 8.45  
Leave 8.00  
Cost Travel free in own car; travel as passenger = $15 adults.  
Tramp time 6 hrs 
 
 
 
Wed 19th Jul E-ALT Huatoki Explorer 
 
Park cars at the corner of Parsons/Carrington St. 
Take walking poles if you use them. Explore bush and farmland. 
 
Margaret Emo  753 3501    
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Marie Brown     758 8427 
 
Meet 8.45   3 hrs          
Leave 9.00 
 
 
 
Wed 19th Jul FE/M Kaitake Traverse 
 
This tramp starts on Carrington Road at the Pukeiti perimeter track and finishes back on 
Carrington Road. We enter the bush at the Rimu trees and proceed down the old hauler 
line before crossing the Pirongia Stream and climbing to Kirihau Peak. After taking in the 
view we scramble down some rocks before making our way across to the Davies Track for 
lunch. From here we turn left towards the Boars Head Mine until we intersect a new 
hunter’s track heading down a ridge back towards Pukeiti. We follow this track past the      
“Red Tree” to where it re-joins the track down to the Pirongia Stream. From here we turn 
right and make our way back to the cars. Bring good eyesight to spot the markers on the 
less well-defined sections of this route. 
Approx distance 14kms with stream crossings and some scrambling. 
 
Rex Wright                               752 7595,  rexwright1@xtra.co.nz 
 
Meet 8.15 $5 6+ hrs 
Leave 8.30 
 
 
 
Sun 23rd Jul FE Lucy’s Gully to Patuha Trig Loop return  
 
We shall head up the Waimoku Track with a stop at Frank’s Cafe for morning tea and the 
great views over bush, farmland and out to the sea. We will have lunch at the trig then 
return via Sefton Ridge. 
 
Kevin Curd  753 3692  
 
Meet 8.15 $5 5-6 hrs  
Leave 8.30 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rexwright1@xtra.co.nz
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Wed 26th Jul E Eltham Town & Parks 
 
Athol will lead us on an interesting walk where we will discover the hidden treasures we 
miss when we drive south. Discover what this township has to offer as we stroll in the 
neighbourhood and you can be sure that we bring home the cheese not the bacon at the 
end of the day. 
 
Athol Cheyne  759 4909 
 
Meet 8.15 $12 4+ hrs 
Leave 8.30 
 
 
 
Fri 28th [PM] FM Kaweka Forest Park 
to Sun 30th Jul 
 
A winter trip in the Kawekas. Should be some snow. No plan yet. Contact Mike for his 
arrangements.  
 
Mike Guthrie  755 0086; E. guthriem9@gmail.com  
 
Leave 12 pm, if possible Cost $40 Tramp time TBD hrs 
 
 
 
Wed 2nd Aug E-Alt Omata area 
 
Park cars at the upper Back Beach car park. The walk includes sea views plus John 
Matthews’ property. 
 
Therese Waghorn        751 2979  
 
Meet 8.45  3 hrs          
Leave 9.00 
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Wed 2nd Aug FE Stratford Mountain House – Dawson Falls 
 
This is an old time favourite that we have not done for a while. Morning Tea at 
Waingongoro Hut and lunch at the Dawson Falls Visitor Centre. Walk up the Expressway to 
the new suspension bridge and then the RMT to the Enchanted Walk. On our return to the 
Mountain House you may choose to have a coffee by the fire. 
 
Kevin Curd                   753 3692 
 
Meet 8.15 $12 5-6 hrs 
Leave    8-30        
 
 
 
Wed 9th Aug E Pukeiti Meander [ A small car shuttle required] 
 
We will park at the old quarry pit to enter a bush track and follow this as we cross a stream 
or two (wet feet maybe) through a tunnel and enter the back of the gardens. Lunch will be 
at the summit and then view the improvements and new facilities before returning to the 
cars. 
 
Christine Feigler  752 0868 
 
Meet 8.45 $6 4 hrs 
Leave 9.00 
 
 
 
Thu 10th Aug  Club 43rd Birthday Night at Beach Street Hall, Fitzroy  
   2017 Photographic Competition  
 
The Photographic Competition takes place tonight along similar lines to the 2015 
competition event and will be under the direction of June and Lester Barnes.  
 
Club members can enter their photos (mounted or unmounted) in 5 subject categories: 
 

➢ Human Interest: Must be taken in New Zealand  
➢ Natural History: Must be taken in New Zealand  
➢ Landscape: Must be taken in New Zealand  
➢ Overseas Travel 
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NPTC club event: Must portray an event that was included in the Footprints trips 
programmes and must include at least 5 people.  
 
Those present tonight can vote for their preferred choice of entries in each category by 
applying a coloured sticker to them.  
The photo with the most stickers in each category shall be the winner of that category.  
The best overall photo regardless of the category will be voted for in a similar manner by 
the use of a sixth coloured sticker.  
A cup will be given to this winner of best overall photo.  
Also, a $50 Hunting and Fishing voucher will be awarded to the winners of each category.  
 
Entries close at 7:30pm on the 10th August at the Beach Street Hall and the photos must 
be hung by the entrants in time for voting to begin at 7:45pm.  
 
The winning photos will be entered by the club, in digital format, in the FMC Photo 
Competition of which the categories are:  
 

• Above Bushline (With no Human Element)  
• Above Bushline (With a Human Element)  
• Below Bushline (With no Human Element)  
• Below Bushline (With a Human Element)  
• Historic  
• Native Flora & Fauna  

 
All photos for the FMC competition except the history category must have been taken after 
1 January 2015.  
 
To keep in line with the FMC the following rules apply:  

▪ Adjustment for exposure, white balance, contrast & levels are allowed.  
▪ Cropping is allowed.  
▪ Stitching for panoramic shots is allowed.  
▪ Removal or insertion of features not in the original image is not allowed.  
▪  

Those present will be encouraged to mingle during the time taken by the scrutineers to 
determine the competition’s results.  
 
After the awarding of the winners prizes we will celebrate the Club’s 43rd birthday as part 
of the evening’s activities when you can enjoy a cuppa and attend the cutting of the 
birthday cake.  
 
Time 7.30 $1 Proceedings start at 7.45  
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Wed 16th Aug E-Alt Horse trails at Lake Mangamahoe. 
 
Park cars at the Meeting of the Waters. Explore the horse tracks around the lake area.  
 
Liz and Dave Winters     758 4535 
 
Meet 8.45  3 hrs.          
Leave 9.00  
 
 
 
Wed 16th Aug FE Hutiwai – Tongaporutu 
 
Leave cars by SH3 bridge at Tongaporutu and walk to the suspension bridge. From here we 
will walk the entire length of the Hutiwai Valley and then follow a logging track through 
the Pines, go up and over the hill and eventually come out at Rapanui Beach. On our way 
back to the cars we will go to the Petrel Colony behind the predator fence. 
 
Alan Morris                          758 6251 
 
Meet 7.45       $20        5+ hrs     
Leave 8.00 
 
 
 
Sun 20th Aug FE Mangorei Track to Falls, and plane wreck site  
 
After a short walk up the track we turn left following markers which cross several gullies of 
the Mangorei Stream tributaries. After crossing the main tributary, we continue up the 
ridge to a junction then turn left and follow this through to the plane wreck site. Another 
15 minutes takes us to the spectacular falls for lunch.  
 
Kevin Curd  753 3692  
 
Meet 7.45 $4 5 hrs  
Leave 8.00 
 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

Sun 20th Aug E A Day in the snow A ‘TAKT’/ ‘Youth Tramping Group’ trip 
 
The younger kids will probably go to the Maunganui Ski Field which is about a 45-minute 
walk from the Stratford Plateau car park but may change depending on where the snow is 
at the time.  
The destination for the High School age youth will be decided closer to the time. This is 
always a popular day out for families with young kids who want to go up into the snow in 
the security of a group. Bring your lunch, snacks, drinks and sunscreen.  
Wear warm socks and boots and gloves.  Karen has a supply of these to borrow if you need 
them.  
The destination for the High School age youth will be decided closer to the time.  
 
Karen Griffiths  753 8577 or 021 110 4640; karen@nptc.org.nz  
Astrid Haesli   759 8335   
 
Meet 8.45  
Leave 9.00  
Cost  Kids and adults in own car = free; travel as passengers = $13 adults.  
Tramp time Back in NP by about 3.30pm.  
 
 
 
Wed 23rd Aug E Kiore – Toko area 
 
Kay will take you on a stroll in the Kiore area that member Joe Green grew up in so we will 
have some interesting stories to hear. There was a racecourse in the area in the good old 
days. We have not been in this place for some time. 
 
Kay Hall   758 0656 
 
Meet  8.15 $14 4+ hrs  
Leave 8.30  
 
 
 
Fri 25th to FM Ruahine Forest Park 
Sun 27th Aug 
 
A hut we haven’t been to yet.  
No plan yet. Contact Mike for his arrangements. 
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Mike Guthrie  755 0086; E. guthriem9@gmail.com  
 
Leave 12 pm, if possible Cost $40 Tramp time TBD hrs 
 
 
 
Sun 27th Aug FE/M A day in the snow at North Egmont 
 
Contact Terry for details. 
 
Terry Baldwin  754 7329; E. terry.baldwin@xtra.co.nz  
 
Meet Time $7 Tramp time hrs  
Leave Time  
 
 
Wed 30th Aug E-Alt Wanderings out west 
 
Park cars by the Ngamotu Beach toilet block. We will discover what people power can do 
to revitalize our city, traverse a playing field or two, re-energize by quaffing a local coffee, 
discover many mysterious back streets and byways, through several slumbering suburbs, 
before returning for fish and chips or pizza at Manou’s on Breakwater 
 
Jenny and Colin Shackleton    751 0997 
 
Meet 8.45 Cost: option of coffee and lunch.       3 hrs          
Leave 9.00  
 
 
 
Wed 30th Aug FE Jack Rawlinson’s Farm – Matau 
 
This tramp will start at the Rawlinson Woolshed and we will do a circuit across some 
undulating country as well as some steep climbs. There will be a mixture of bush and open 
country. We will return to the start point and stop at the Toko Tavern for a debrief on the 
way home. 
 
Alan Morris                        758 6251 
 
Meet  7.45 $20 6 hrs 
Leave     8.00 
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Wed 6th Sep E Kaponga [A town that died – now recovering] 
 
We first visit Cardiff Walk-way, developed in 1986 by members of Federated Farmers, to 
coincide with the Cardiff Centennial. It is a 3km circuit which takes about one hour along 
the Waingongoro River with a viewing stand for the mountain in the paddock. Let’s see if 
the hens and roosters are still living there. Next onto Hollards Gardens where after a stroll, 
we will have lunch. Then onto Kaponga, visiting the old cemetery, police station, doctor’s 
residence and small park, before having coffee and cake in a recently opened cafe with 
outdoor seating on a fine day. 
 
Christine Feigler  752 0868 
 
Meet 8.15 $15 4+ hrs 
Leave 8.30 
 
 
 
Sun 10th Sep 
Closing date for Omaru Hut overnighter & trips to Mt Humphries & Puniwhakau Saturday 
16 to Sunday 17 September  
 
 
 
Tues. 12 September  
Closing date to register for TAKT trip Overnight at a "Forest & Bird" Hut, Monday 16 to 
Tuesday 17 September  
 
 
 
Wed 13th Sep E-Alt Opunake Walkway 
 
Meet at Kaimata St for shared transport.  
At Opunake, park cars adjacent to the Cottage Hospital near the lake. Walk past the many 
sites of interest, Lake Opunake, beaches, clifftops, cemeteries, Te Namu Pa, Armed 
Constabulary, community garden, Waiaua River mouth. Bring your lunch. 
 
Liz Shaw         753 7574  
 
Meet 8.45 $10 3 hrs         
Leave 9.00 
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Wed 13th Sep FE North Egmont to Rahiri Cottage 
 
A good easy spring walk as we go downhill all the way to Rahiri Cottage with a lunch break 
at Mangaoraka carpark. One river crossing before lunch and a few smaller ones after lunch. 
A shuttle will be provided to take the drivers back to North Egmont. 
 
John Depree                               751 5418 
 
Meet 8.15   $7        5+ hrs 
Leave 8.30 
 
 
 
Thu 14th Sep  Club Night at Beach Street Hall, Fitzroy 
 
Club member Mike Guthrie will address us on his recent trip to South Africa, Namibia, 
Botswana and Zimbabwe. 
 
Time 7.30 $1 Presentation starts 7.45 
 
 
 
Sat 16th to M Overnighter at Omaru Hut & 2 trips to Mt Humphries  
Sun 17th Sep  and the ‘Daffy’ patch with a return via Puniwhakau 
 
Let’s have a go at crossing from Omaru Hut to Puniwhakau via the Daffy Patch.  
The plan would be to leave say 7.30 and drive out to the Matemateaonga Track and tramp 
through to Omaru Hut. This is a fairly short tramp so those that want to can go on and 
climb Mt Humphries, while the rest can chill out at the Hut for a day.  
The next day we will back track to the turnoff to Puniwhakau Road crossing. On the way 
we will take the side track up to the ‘Daffy Patch’ (should be in flower) and on to the stock 
tunnel, before returning to the main track, and meet up with transport at the road head.  
This track has been recently closed for bridge repairs, but DOC Whanganui assures me it 
will be open by September.  
 
Omaru Hut has only 8 beds so it may be a good idea to bring a sleeping mat and fly or tent.  
Some transport jiggery-pokery will be required but I’ll sort this closer to the time. 
Tramp moderate, 2hrs to Omaru Hut, 5-6 to Mt Humphries return and 8hrs from Omaru 
to Puniwhakau Road.  
 
Peter Winter  752 0167, or 027 295 8488, E. pwinter@xnet.co.nz  
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Meet 7.15 Hut fee/pass + $25-35 Tramp times as given above  
Leave 8.30  
 
Closing date Sunday 10 September  
 
 
 
Sat 16th to  E Overnight at a "Forest & Bird" Hut A ‘TAKT’ trip 
Sun 17th Sep 
 
This trip is aimed at giving the younger kids a chance to stay out overnight in the bush.  
We travel to Collier’s farm east of Eltham, park our vehicles then walk into these huts which 
will take about an hour or so. There is one good sized building with a kitchen that can sleep 
about 10, and a smaller hut that sleeps 4. We will also take tents for those who want a 
more outdoors experience.  
After setting up camp we will learn bush craft skills and someone from “Forest & Bird” will 
be there to tell us about their programme and the area.  
We will prepare shared meals so each person will be given some items to bring to 
contribute.  Bring a packed lunch for Saturday which we will eat on the tramp in.  
 
Full details of what to bring, etc. will be provided closer to the date.  
Closing date: Register by Tuesday 12 September  
 
Karen Griffiths  753 8577 or 021 110 4640; karen@nptc.org.nz  
Astrid Haesli   752 2229  
 
Meet at 10.30 am Saturday from 153 Carrington St and return by 3.30pm Sunday. 
Costs: Hut passes; & travel = $5 for adults & under 10 years free.  
 
 
 
Tue 19th Sep  Weekend club trips planning meeting 
 
Tonight, the weekend NTC trip planning members hold a meeting to set up the NPTC 
weekend trips and events programme for the final quarter of 2017 (October – December).  
If you're interested in leading a tramp or putting on a club event, or just have an idea for 
one (or more) then let us know beforehand and please come along.  
Phone or email your proposals to the planning committee members please:  
 
Bernadene Whitehead 027 632 5409, E. bernadene1@ymail.com, or  
Peter Winter   752 0167, 027 295 8488, E. pwinter@xnet.co.nz, or  
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Hugh Alexander  757 9341, E. hugh.alexander@xtra.co.nz.  
 
We will meet at 22 Newton Street, Fitzroy at 7.30pm. 
 
 
 
Wed 20th Sep E Environmental Farm Walk 
   [This a new tramp] Auroa Te Kiri area Opunake 
 
Janet Durdle and Farm-owner Kevin Murphy will take us on a walk around his property 
where we will learn about and view all the riparian project that he has achieved. Come 
along for an interesting day out 
 
Janet Durdle  753 5130 
 
Meet 8.15 $14 4 hrs 
Leave 8.30  
 
 
 
Fri 22nd to FM Tararua Forest Park 
Sun 24th Sep 
 
No plan yet. Contact Mike for his arrangements.  
 
Mike Guthrie  755 0086; E. guthriem9@gmail.com  
 
Leave 12 pm, if possible Cost $40 Tramp time TBD hrs  
 
 
 
Sun 24th Sep M North Egmont to Stratford Mountain house and return  
 
We shall look to do a loop going up over the top track then returning on the bottom track. 
This plan may give us a chance to walk in snow. We will evaluate on the day.  
 
Kevin Curd  753 3692  
 
Meet 7.30 $7 7 hrs  
Leave 7.45 
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Wed 27th Sep E-Alt Upper Te Henui Walk 
 
Park cars at the eastern end of Oriental Street. Meet at the corner of Oriental and Aotea 
Streets. The walk takes in some of the streets of Welbourn and Merrilands, the Miritatana 
Reserve, and the Audrey Gale Reserve for morning tea. Return down the Upper Te Henui 
walkway, down the west side of the stream, exiting the walkway at Tainui St, where garden 
No. 30 can be viewed.  
Option for lunch on the deck. From No. 30 it is a short walk back to your cars. 
 
Lyn and Graeme Taylor   758 0477 
 
Meet 8.45   3 hrs          
Leave 9.00 
 
 
 
Wed 27th Sep FE Dover Track to Pouakai Trig 
 
Leave the cars at the end of Dover Road. Follow the Dover Track with its ever-increasing 
gradient. It is a scramble over a rocky section before reaching the trig. For those who do 
not wish to negotiate this difficult section you may have lunch at the base. We return the 
same way. 
 
Claire Chamberlain                751 3146 
 
Meet 8.15 $8 6 hrs 
Leave    8.30 

Cancellations in the previous quarter: 
Wed tramp to Glen Nui Stn cancelled due to rain. 
Weekend tramp to Elders Hut cancelled by Leader. 

 
Wednesday Alternative Walks January - March 2017 Stats 
 
18 Jan Lake Mangamahoe (number participating 22) 
1 Feb Stratford walkway (15) 
15 Feb Back Beach byways (26) 
1 Mar Barrett Domain (18) 
15 Mar Oakura walkways (21) 
29 Mar Pa sites of NP (20) 
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President’s Report 
Sitting down to write the president’s report, one thinks of so many different issues that 
present themselves during the year.  I hope to capture most of them. Our membership is 
still strong and over the past few years has varied between 330 and 350. It is always a 
surprise to me that we have such a large turnover of members. Those that join but never 
go out on any tramps seem to drop out and be replaced by new members. Maybe in the 
future we could look at a survey to find out why there is such a large turnover. 
 
Safety is always our number one priority and during the year we continue to run courses 
to help members improve their knowledge while out in the great outdoors. We had to call 
on the Taranaki Rescue Helicopter once during the last year and again in February this year. 
On both occasions, they were falls causing broken bones. When these incidents happened, 
the people involved carried out the correct procedures to enable a straight forward search 
and rescue. The training and technology made the above happen without any difficulty. 
We must acknowledge the outstanding service we received from our local Rescue 
Helicopter Service. The club makes an annual donation to this well run organisation and 
over the past years we have donated just over $11,000. On top of this I know of many of 
our members who make individual donations. We can be extremely proud of the team 
working for this outstanding organisation. 
 
Over the past year, the difference between income and expenditure is very close. Without 
the TSB Trust donation $1400 plus the $1000 from interest the club would need to use 
funds from our reserve fund. This 2016 year we would be around $1800 short of balancing. 
While not overly concerned about using some of this from the reserve funds it as easy to 
see if we are not prudent these funds could be soon dissipated. We are aware our 50 year 
celebrations are not that far away and we need to have a solid reserve fund to call on for 
this occasion. For this special 50th birthday the club wishes to produce a suitable booklet 
with a wide variety of stories from our history. Please put down your thoughts and contact 
Life Member Ian Gregory so these memories are not lost. 
  
One issue the committee has been very concerned about is the lack of funding the 
Department of Conservation has to carry out its responsibilities. We decided to seek out 
other like-minded clubs in the region to ask the powers that be in Wellington to set a levy 
on tourists coming in or leaving this beautiful country. At the moment, ALL those entering 
NZ pay a border tax of $21.58. This goes to Biosecurity and Customs. We feel this the 
simplest method of achieving extra income which should go to DOC and be on top of the 
funds received from the government. We did not get any significant support from our local 
groups and at this stage await this coming budget in the hope DOC shall have a 
considerable increase in funding. 
The Federated Mountain Clubs executive visited us in November not only to explain their 
stance on the levy but to reach out to their members whom they represent. The club is 
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thankful to those executive members for making time to keep us up to date with issues 
relating to the great outdoors. The FMC board members are not paid and need to be very 
passionate about outdoors to deal with the huge workload they face.  
The trips programme has now been extended with the alternate tramps every 
2nd Wednesday. This has been very successful and we congratulate Janet Durdle and her 
wonderful supporters. After many years of success with Take a Kid Tramping Karen 
Griffiths has seen the need to promote a slightly older group and with this in mind shall be 
promoting a youth group. With the likes of Bailey Coleman who was on the first TAKT Kid 
many years ago, and others from Big Brothers, Big Sisters, she has a small team ready to 
go. Karen is stepping down from the committee this term and we take this opportunity to 
thank her for her past work. We also have our secretary Astrid step down but she will be 
helping Karen with TAKT, as her children are that age. Another big loss is Hugh Alexander 
who has served our tramping club as club captain, and has been doing the vital job of 
putting the weekend trips programme together. Thanks Hugh, a job well done. Peter Billing 
would also like to have a spell if we can gather together enough for committee at the AGM.  
We have so many people helping out within the club; the job of the committee is not overly 
time consuming so please consider giving your support. Good clubs are full of good people. 
Once again thanks to all the helpers. 
Be Happy, Stay Healthy, Keep Tramping.                                                                                - Kevin Curd. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
Travel bag for sale. 
 
 
Hi all, Helena has a Tramping Bag/Travelling Bag for sale. Bought for myself on Trade Me 
but more suited for a male. It is a Kathmandu brand. Waterproof as well. I would say it has 
a lot of use prior to me owning it. Pickup Inglewood or I may deliver. Wanting $80 or near 
offer. Happy to negotiate a price. Photo on our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/nptrampingclub/ 
 
Contact Helena on 027 756 7005 
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THE CONTINUING STORY… 
  
 
 
Wed 11th Jan  Beach Walk Okato 
 
We commenced our walk across Appert’s Farm following the cow track from a very clean 
and tidy cowshed and farm buildings, no junky mess around these sheds. We crossed 
several paddocks under and over fences, heading towards Stoney River. The Apperts had 
obliged by turning off all the main electric fences although while crossing a stile, I did 
hold hands with someone and received a jolt. Some quiet bulls were in the corner of the 
paddock we needed to cross to get to the sand but we crept along the boxthorn hedge 
on the next-door grassland to fool them. On the sand dunes we had a break for morning 
tea and we were entertained by a seal, flopping around in the shallow waters, and from 
there we walked the sand back along near Puniho Rd where we lunched after being 
entertained by: 
There was a man called Dave 
Who thought he was very brave 
Along a log he did stride 
Only to Fall into the tide 
Not to be beaten 
Along came Margaret 
Wet feet were not her aim 
She jumped upon another’s strong back 
A piggy back to fame. 
A few of us went onto another farm to view a Maori grave I came across on my reccee. 
Written in Maori it became an interest to find out about it. 
I went to Puke Ariki to get it read back to English, but all I was told, the person died 
3/12/1893. 
Ian Gregory was interested so he is making further inquiries - it’s amazing what can be 
discovered when you are out wandering places to take others to. 
We then back tracked to Komene Road where the covenanted Wetland and lake is and 
we were very surprised at the low level of water in the lake since our reccee. 
About ½ kilometres up the road we turned back onto Appert’s Farm and followed 
another track back to the sheds and cars. 
A few wandered over to the Manukonga Family Graveyard where many identities I knew 
in the area are buried. Nearly 10kms were covered today and I thank 35 fellow trampers 
for coming along and Judith and Pam for doing the reccee with me. Also, Elwyn our loyal 
contact.                                                                                                                                  - Kay Hall. 
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Wed 25th Jan  Patea 
 
The weather forecast wasn’t good. Rain for New Plymouth – showers for Patea. 
Sixteen of us arrived at the Patea Cemetery. We walked up the hill to the recently 
discovered original cemetery 1860 vintage; long forgotten until the hurricane came 
through Patea, wiping out the pine forest on the hill and there it was. We took a walk 
down one of the side streets, past a beautiful old home on the hill which not so long ago 
housed the local accountant. It was surrounded by lovely gardens [Opened in the Rhodo 
Festival] which are now an atmospheric jungle. We carried on to the old hospital and 
whilst we were peering over the fence, out came the present owner who happened to 
be Dr Frengley’s daughter. She warmly invited us in and showed us the gardens which 
were huge with an ancient pond, stone bridges, and old trees. The home was enormous 
with many outbuildings and stables.  
 
Opposite was Rudi Milessi’s home of many years and festival gardens. We walked on 
down past the old hospital and nurses’ home with roofs caving in. Lorraine remembers 
going there as a doctor. We followed the river walkway past the camping ground and 
onto the sea. 
 
We also visited the Patea Museum which was excellent, and finished the day at the 
Stratford Art Gallery as the Toss Woolaston Exhibition was on. He is recognised as one of 
NZ’s famous painters. The paintings followed his life from the farm in Huinga through to 
his final painting a full male nude in all its stocky glory. After listening to the groups’ 
comments the curator came over to talk. The paintings were from a private collection of 
the Pah Gallery in Auckland. She had worked to get the exhibition to Stratford as Toss 
grew up in the district.                                                                                            - Christine Feigler. 
 
 
Sat 4th - Mon 6th Feb Leitch’s Clearing, a TAKT event 
 
Thirteen of us did a three-day trip to Leitch’s Clearing. Included were Gail and her four 
children: Bailey, Dom, Daniel, Kylie, Nikita, Karen, Raimond and Graham. Graham led the 
three teenage boys and Raimond in via the Mahoenui Track, and Karen took the others 
in on the Leitch’s Track. Karen’s team arrived at Leitch’s Hut about 3.30pm, and Graham’s 
team arrived at 6pm. We had fine weather for the three days.  Five of us slept in the hut 
and the remaining slept in the 5 tents we had carried in. 
 
We spent most of Sunday exploring the river and surrounding bush, which the kids 
thoroughly enjoyed.  At about 5 pm the kids were playing a game of hide and seek and 
the adults were beginning to prepare the evening meal, when Nikita (14) slipped in the 
long grass and turned her ankle.  She was helped to the hut where we assessed her injury.  
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Realizing that she would not be able to walk out the following day we activated our PLB 
at 5.15 pm. The weather was clear, there was no wind and with over 3 hours of daylight 
left, we considered that it was best not to wait until the morning when the weather was 
expected to cloud over.  A fireman, who was a member of another group at the hut, was 
experienced in helicopter landings so he readied a suitable area, hung up a “wind sock” 
for controlling the landing of the helicopter. Karen was to accompany Nikita on the flight 
back to Taranaki Base Hospital.  
 
We made alternative arrangements for the group’s departure the next day as we waited 
for the helicopter to arrive. The Taranaki Rescue Helicopter arrived at 6.45pm, 1.5hrs 
after the beacon was activated. The remainder of our party left the hut at 8.30am 
Monday and walked out to Leitch Road together. We then retrieved Raimond’s car at 
Gribbon’s Road, Mahoenui, before heading back to New Plymouth. Apart from this 
emergency incident, all the kids and adults had a very enjoyable weekend trip. 
 
This was the second time a TAKT trip had been involved in an emergency rescue in six 
months.  Again, we had all the necessary equipment with us and we had done everything 
correctly, and the rescue mission was a success.                                                - Graham Bocock. 
 
 
Wed 8th Feb  Three for one Mountain Trail 
 
20 happy trampers including guests from Belgium set off from NP in clearing skies looking 
forward to a good day on the mountain -  until the fog set in near our first destination. 
The Potaema Track, a short distance up the Stratford Mountain House road is a lovely 
short walk and with magnificent views on a fine day - but this was not one of those days 
so after stretching our legs we were back in the cars heading to Dawson Falls carpark. 
Unfortunately, more foggy conditions, so a change was made. Instead of Hastie’s Hill I 
decided to just go over to Stratford Plateau instead. We had morning tea at the 
Information Shelter and set off to Wilkies Pools. A lot of work has been done up near the 
pools, a wonderful new bridge (20 persons) and a new boardwalk making it easy for 
strollers. We continued over to the Plateau where we lunched at Jackson Lookout 
intersection, still foggy and no views. On our return journey we took the loop track and 
again were impressed by the improvements on this track, - good steps and board walk 
have been made ensuring great views of the waterfalls along the way. After crossing the 
river (yes, some wet feet) we returned to our cars all fogged up for most of the day. In 
high spirits and a little damp, we wet our whistle at Midhurst, returning home after a 
successful day enjoyed by all. Thanks to Lester and June Barnes for helping me do Hastie’s 
Hill reccee and Bruce Durdle for contact.  
Hastie’s Hill will be conquered on a fine day at a later date I promise.                     - Kay Hall. 
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Wed 22nd Feb  Rawhitiroa Road, Moewatea Valley, Omona 
 
After a slow but dramatic drive through the steep hill country east of Eltham, 20 of us set 
off down the paper road to the first lodge, to be welcomed by the Bee Men, who had 
been busy harvesting honey. The lodge surrounds were humming with bees, and we 
were warned they were a little upset and were kindly given tablets in case of a reaction 
to a sting. Only three of us were stung and no one reacted.  
 
It was all downhill to the Roadman’s cottage, beautifully situated between two streams, 
with a picnic table in front, restored just as it would have been in the 1920s, with open 
fire, a safe, a bunk and an easy chair, with the only modern touch - gas rings for cooking. 
While we were waiting for people to catch up and have a drink, John Dupree arrived to 
announce that four of the ladies had turned back. This was most concerning so early in 
the tramp, and I wondered what on earth was going on. However, it turned out, one had 
a bruised bottom, one case of vertigo and over-heating, one set of pinched toes and one 
case of keeping the rest company. I can only recommend lamb’s wool for pinched toes. 
Sarah chose to stay at the cottage and enjoy the surrounds. 
 
The rest of us trudged on to lodge No 2. Luckily for Lorraine, Trina and I, the Bee Men 
drove up loaded with honey, but still had room on the bike for us and we arrived in style 
the same time as Helen and Doug. 
The lodge is lovely. Modern, but looking as if it had been built 100 years ago, with 
beautiful native timbers, wide verandas and a spa pool. The bee men were most 
hospitable. We sat outside eating our lunch under a rimu tree, while the Bee Men waited 
for the helicopter to pick up the honey right in front of the house. 
Then we began the trudge back, all gently up hill. 
Three of our more senior gentlemen wisely took their time and at the first lodge the Bee 
Man, who kindly gave us the tablets, brought them up the last steep section on his bike. 
It was another interesting day in the back country but unfortunately, we were a lot 
slower than the reccee and we never got to the Pub!                                      - Christine Feigler. 
 
 
 
Fri 3rd - 5th Mar  Totara Flats, Tararua Ranges 
 
Plan A was Friday - Midday chopper flight into Maungahuka Hut, high in the Tararua 
Ranges. Saturday - Walk down to Neil Forks Hut, bit of a steep climb out of the hut 
(probably 1.5 hrs) up to the ridge again and then down to Totara Flats Hut for the night. 
Then on Sunday - Walk out to Waiohine Gorge campsite road end. With my last 2 chopper 
flights being in a rescue helicopter I was keen to have flight by choice for a change.  
Everyone was on strict orders to ensure we did not need another call out on this trip. 
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Lee McCracken, Mike Guthrie, Chris Thame and I left New Plymouth at 5.30am on the 
Friday with the weather not looking too good for most of the journey.  However the sky 
cleared up after crossing the ranges into the Wairarapa district.  We got as far as having 
our photos taken with our packs beside the helicopter, before the pilot got word from 
DOC workers that there were 80kmph winds on the tops. So again a typical Tararua’s day 
foils an attempt to get to this hut. 
One of the fundamentals of good tramping is having a plan B and being prepared to adapt 
plans if need be.  So, we headed up the Waiohine Gorge Road to walk into Sayers Hut. 
The road was closed off due to slips so we were beginning to feel that this tramp was 
jinxed. But we put on our packs and walked up the road for bit in very hot sun to get to 
the start of the track. The shady bush was a relief. The track follows a river and has lots 
of little ups and downs followed by some lovely flat grassy areas. It is a fishermen’s 
mecca.   
About an hour or so in Lee tripped and landed heavily on her arm.  After some group first 
aid we decided to carry on with Lee’s arm bandaged up and put in a sling. This provided 
the Compression and Elevation in the RICE.  We thought that there was probably a small 
broken bone but it was not something that needed urgent attention and Lee was keen 
to continue.  Tough lady!  By the way I was pleased that no rescue helicopter was needed 
on this tramp! 

The 6 bunk Sayers Hut is old, I mean 
really old: It was built in 1907 and other 
than a new chimney not much has been 
done to it since then. It is well worth the 
visit just to experience the conditions the 
early trampers stayed in. It takes a river 
crossing and a bit of effort to find as it is 
not signposted. Chris and like had been 
there on previous trips and their 
memories proved to be as good as the 
GPS map on my phone. 
We had a fun night there eating and 

drinking the good stuff that we had with us.  As the original plan was to chopper in we 
had all brought along heavier food than usual and a decent amount of plonk to go with 
it. The open fire kept going until about 4.30am and Lee managed her night with the help 
of our supply of meds.  
Saturday’s walk to Totara Flats hut was less than an hour so we took our time and 
enjoyed the sights and scenery on the way.  Totara Flats Hut, built in 2003, in the modern 
DOC design, was a stark contrast to Sayers Hut.   It was clean, spacious, light and airy 
however we all agreed that we would rather stay in an old hut with atmosphere, 
character, history and rats any day.  I decided that I would sleep outside under my new 
fly.  
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Arriving well before lunch, we were in the unusual situation of having most of the day 
with nothing to do.  But then again, we all work hard and decided that a day lying about 
in the sun was actually going to be good for us all, and would give Lee the rest in the 
RICE.   Chris went off with his fishing rod and came back with a trout big enough for our 

dinner and Lee bathed her sore arm in the freezing cold river for 
a while to give it the Ice in the RICE   I managed a wee dip in the 
river then realised afterwards that there was a dead goat 
upstream a bit from me. Yuk! 
Other trampers arrived up till 11pm that night.  We walked out 
the next day taking about 4.5 hours. We had a lunch stop in 
Masterton and some good music on the way home and all 
agreed that although not hard, it had been a good tramp and a 
fun weekend away. Will there be another attempt at 
Maungahuka Hut?  Only time will tell. 

P.S.  Lee has a fractured distal radius (broken wrist) and will be 6 weeks in plaster.  She 
will be on holiday for 3 of them but the kayaking trip has been canned.         - Karen Griffiths. 
 
 
Sun 5th Mar  Lava Flow summit climb from Holly Hut 
 
Conditions were good when the four of us set off. In the Jacobs Ladder area, we had a 
good view of early morning mist covering the countryside. The formations in it would 
have had us believing there was a couple of big beehive hills at the base of the mountain 
down from Nth Egmont - but we knew otherwise. We had a clear view to New Plymouth. 
It had lightened up before we left Holly Track and this worked out well as the first part 
of the climb had some tricky parts with holes between rocks etc. We were onto the lava 
flow fairly soon but tended to be on and off it a bit to avoid less grippy sections - too 
smooth or mossy.   
The lava flow lead to a bluff fairly well up so we crossed a low ridge, (high ground) to the 
Crater Valley lava flow. The good climbing here only lasted a corner or two before 
reverting to loose and hard to climb material. We stayed to the right of the crater and 
held off till the second channel up must have been the correct choice - didn’t have to 
backtrack. We arrived on top at 10.40. 
There were quite a few happy people up there. We were treated to some new markers 
on the way down - Waratah standards with orange tube slipped over and bolted to the 
top. Along today were: Phoebe Fang, Michael Donaldson and Derek Andrews.  
                                                                                                                                   - Denis Goodwin. 
 
Wed 8th Mar  The Three Sisters, Tongaporutu 
 
As Trina Stanley was unable to lead this tramp, Kay and Christine filled in as leaders. A 
good-sized group followed Christine for a short walk around the village and climbed the 
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reserve hill at the end of the bridge. As it was quite slippery underfoot, we did not get to 
the memorial you can see from the riverside. All was not lost because reaching the beach 
the tall rock formations were amazing. As some are consumed by the sea and weather, 
others are forming to take their place. Mt Taranaki can be seen in the distance. In a 
cathedral rock formation forming its frame, lunch was enjoyed on the beach. A large 
group from Perth studying geology had come from Wellington specially to study this 
formation. After lunch, we drove to Pilot Road and entered a small walkway down to the 
other side of the river. Unfortunately, the tide did not let us walk to Rapanui along this 
part of the coast so we drove a short distance – again the tide stopped us. We then 
entered a drive to a farmhouse over the stile and along to a Petrel Colony. Here we 
walked to a viewing platform. Another lot of huge rock formations were viewed from 
this amazing spot. Petrels nest in the ground cover that is planted there, looked after by 
the Forest And Bird Society. A lovely day out with a great bunch of people.           - Kay Hall. 
 
 
Wed 15th Mar  Pouakai Trig 
 
A strong south easterly wind was blowing as we met at Brooklands Road, however there 
was no rain in the forecast so 12 of us headed up Mangorei Road for the tramp to the 
Pouakai Trig. 
Jim Coleman and his son Tim had gone ahead; Jim wanted to set his own pace as he is 
still getting back to full fitness. However, as we arrived at the road end they were turning 
around and heading back to NP. Jim had bought his boots alright, but they were both left 
boots! So, after a quick conversation we decided to go on and they would meet up with 
us later. 
The pace was quicker than normal as we had a long day ahead of us. At the Plymouth 
Track junction Rex, Claire, Kate, Anne and Sue decided not to stop but to wait for us at 
the Hut. We split into two groups for the tramp along the tops which was in perfect 
weather - warm with no wind. Obviously, we were in the lee of the mountain. 
Six of the 12 made it up to the trig where the views were 360 deg and magnificent [I was 
told!] We met Jim and Tim on the return journey and they made it to the trig. Well done 
Jim. A six-hour tramp in very warm Autumn conditions with a lot of steps going up and 
going down! It was well worth it even if there were some aching muscles the next day. 
A great tramp on a perfect day. My thanks to Sarah, Kate, Graeme, Claire, Sue, Anne, 
Rex, John D, Athol, John F and to Merv, I hope you enjoyed the day and hopefully we will 
see more of you. Congratulations to Jim once again and my appreciation to Allan Jenkins 
for being my contact person.                                                                                        - Alan Morris. 
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Wed 22nd Mar  Bus Trip back of beyond. 
 
28 trampers on the bus and five others by car staying at the shearers’ quarte\ 
Wow, another successful bus day out but not without its humour and moments to 
remember. Kay led the group into Omaru Hut while John Depree took the other group 
to Tangarakau Landing. 
 
We set off at 7.25am in marginal weather, but a very enthusiastic lot with lots of chatter 
just like the old-school bus days. We swapped drivers at Stratford. Dave Digby enjoys our 
driving and tramping mix. Along the way, we enjoyed a sweet or two and a cryptic game 
where you needed brain power [Not working this early for some]. 24 answers were 
needed – highest score was 10! 
 
Kay’s group got off at the Matemateonga Track. We were coated up as light drizzle was 
about. Then over the stiles and into the bush where the track is somewhat overgrown in 
parts with fallen trees to clamber over. It’s a lovely walk, plenty of trees, not many birds 
but plenty of good company. Reaching the hut, we had an extended lunch and then most 
of us went further on for a short 20-minute walk – the bush here was more open and 
there were lots of fungi growing on logs. Nearing the end, we heard the bus coming, 
echoing up through the forest - that was good timing! 
 
We stopped at the Toko Pub – wow, it’s nicely refurbished and very pleasant. I think they 
panicked when we all walked in, but the service was great, and after swilling a beer and 
some chippies we were out the door and onto the bus only for the men to get off again 
and push. But after some laughter we all had to get to get off and push to get it started. 
A bunch of men lent out the pub windows suggesting for $20 they could put us girls on 
their absolutely beautiful purple motorcycles to be taken for a ride home that way. 
 
Thanks to Janet Durdle who came on my reccee, and Hugh for being my contact.  
                                                                                                                                              - Kay Hall. 
 
Sat 1st Apr  Summit from Dawson Falls 
 
This was forecast as the only good day for a while and there were eight of us hoping they 
were right. The ‘Shepherds Warning’ morning was a popular view at Hooker Shelter. The 
low cloud across the centre of the island was blood red with Ruapehu and friends 
protruding out of it. It was still impressive at the Kapuni Lodge turnoff. 
It was light at the top of the steps making it easier to pick our way. The search was on for 
the firmest possible footing as we were closing in on Fantham’s Peak. We called in to 
Syme Hut to pick up Peter Winter as prearranged. 
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We crossed the valley and climbed the gentle bluff before settling in to the serious part 
of the climb. We were into a washed-out trench before long that offered pretty firm 
footing, but secure looking stones could prove to be otherwise. A steady diet of scoria 
followed this and zig zagging up gave the best and probably only progress. Two of the 
group crossed to Mackay’s Rocks as we got higher and they seemed to benefit from 
better footing.   
In the crater a shortcut up the ice was on offer but different boots seemed to offer 
different grip or was it different driver confidence? We were on top a bit after 10.00 in 
calm and enjoyable conditions. With no cloud yet forming it was an easy choice to return 
the way we came. 
One tried a washed out hollow for descending but it would have made a pretty good 
death chute if a following tramper dislodged a rock – it could bounce down the valley 
accelerating as it went. The scoria that had been difficult to ascend was close to ideal for 
descending.  
Light cloud made an appearance over the side from Fanthams and it was looking thick 
around the mountain at Hooker Shelter but wasn’t a threat or worry by then. Relishing 
the dark start climb today were; Derek Andrews, Allison Wilkins, Michael Donaldson, 
Carol Stewart, Phoebe Fang and Krystyna Foulkes.                                              - Denis Goodwin. 
 
 
Sat 1st April  Summit from Dawson Falls – a gatherer’s story 
 
Climbing up over the scoria towards Fantham’s Peak, Allison Wilkins and I found a few 
pieces of glass. After finishing an early lunch at the summit, I walked around the summit 
rock and the plateau looking for glass and as always happened to find some. Returning 
from the summit I ended up, after climbing out of the crater, going down to the right 
towards Rangitoto Flats. When onto the flats I had to cover quite a distance to get back 
onto the track we came up. It ended up being a good decision because I found many 
pieces of glass scattered over a large area. With the amount of glass found I filled the 
container that I put my chippies in, my lunch box and a Westpac bag that coins are put 
in. While doing this Allison had to wait a long time for me. When reaching her I said to 
Allison, "I've probably collected one hundred pieces". Once again, we found more glass 
going down the scoria. I was putting the glass I found in my pocket. Because we were 
collecting so much I stopped to put them into the container in my pack. This was lucky 
because I looked back up and saw what I thought was a piece of glass. It happened to be 
a round metal ring that was attached to a dark coloured pouch similar to the colour of 
the scoria. I thought that it had a cell phone inside but it ended up being a Nokia camera. 
We met a man sitting further down and he told us that a woman had mentioned to him 
that she had lost her camera and I told him that I had it. He also mentioned that she was 
going to report it missing at Dawson Falls. We had a stop at Hooker Shelter and when 
leaving I picked up a piece of glass. At the Hillary Seat, we met a couple from Florida in 



36 
 

the United States and we started talking about glass and they said that they collect glass 
on beaches. I showed them one of the big pieces I had in my container. I couldn't get it 
back in so I put it in the sleeve in my pack. When we arrived back to my vehicle we found 
a number of pieces of glass on the roof presumably put there by Denis Goodwin. I took 
the camera to the cafe but realised the woman hadn't reported the camera there so I 
then went over to the Department of Conservation office and the man had the details 
given to him by the women. 
 
The next day I stared counting the glass and ended up with ninety-nine pieces. I then 
remembered that I had put one piece in the sleeve of my pack so the total came to 
exactly one hundred. Miracles do happen!                                                       - Derek Andrews. 
 
 
Sat 8th April  Summit from Dawson Falls 
 
The following Saturday Allison and I decided to attempt another summit climb from 
Dawson Falls. This time we took the upper Lake Dive track, walking for twenty minutes 
to reach a lava flow which goes right up to Fantham’s Peak. We started climbing up the 
lava but found it too difficult so went across to our left onto moss which we found good 
to walk on. Upon reaching Fantham’s Peak we looked up to the summit and to our horror 
could see snow and ice covering the top part. The summit climb was now not possible so 
we had to change our plans. After having a look inside Syme Hut we went down to 
Rangitoto Flats which is a massive area between Fantham’s Peak and the summit. We 
walked right across to the southern end where there is a view of Opunake and then made 
our way back looking and finding lots of glass before having our lunch with a view looking 
out to Eltham. 
 
Going down the scoria from Fantham’s Peak we went further to the right than the 
previous Saturday and ended up coming onto the Lake Dive track.  When stopping at 
Hooker Shelter we picked up lots of small pieces of glass. Returning to Dawson Falls I 
went and saw the man at the Visitor Centre to ask if the woman had got her camera back. 
The answer was yes and he asked me if I had received a letter from the Department of 
Conservation? My answer was no but when I collected my mail after arriving home there 
was an envelope from the Department of Conservation.  
In it was a nice letter and fifty dollars from the woman who got her camera back. Her 
name was Bernadette Pauzenberger from Austria and her first words were 'I can'd 
imagine, you found my lovely camera. It's an old one, but there lots of pictures on it of 
New Zealand and the last two months!! I was sooo sad I down yesterday, but you brought 
me happiness back again. I really wont to say Thank you". She also wrote my name in 
Austrian as DANKE. 
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When I got back inside my vehicle and looked at the clock and it said 11.50 I realised that 
I'd left my lights on so had a flat battery.  I had turned them on when we started driving 
up through the bush in the morning because it was quite dark at first. Allison said to me 
that we needed to find someone with a jump drive and the first man we asked had one. 
While he went to get it I went to the Visitor Centre but it closed at four o'clock. The man 
from the office was in his vehicle just about ready to leave. He drove down to my vehicle 
and with the jump drive it started straightaway. 
 
For the record, Allison and I picked up ninety-eight pieces of glass. If I had known that 
we would have looked for two more pieces to make it exactly one hundred for the second 
week in a row.                                                                                                             - Derek Andrews. 
 
 
Sat 22nd April  Ihaia & Brame’s Falls Tracks through to Dawson Falls 
 
A lot of cars were parked at the top of Ihaia Road but this was explained as we got to the 
park boundary. A couple of guys in a hurry caught us and were on their way to Bob’s Bluff 
with the Alpine Club. They said they were 40 minutes late, but giving themselves a 40-
minute handicap would seem more likely. 
We didn’t visit the Waiau Gorge Hut today but did go down the Waiau Stream a little to 
use the log crossing. It has deteriorated a bit over the years but is still a good alternative 
to getting wet feet or slipping off a rock. We caught up to some slower members of the 
Alpine party before the climb up to the Mangahume Bluff. We saw blue sky from in the 
bush earlier, but what was now clear is that we would be in and out of light cloud.  
We caught up to a lone tramper from Whakatane who had arrived with the Alpine club 
but was planning on spending a night out in her bivouac before meeting up with a friend. 
Had a broken toe next to her little toe that she was feeling. Found some extra water for 
the overnight in a rock pool. 
We met a couple of exhausted but colourful girls as we descended - dazzled pink hair and 
sneakers. They didn’t have far to go to their destination - Hooker Shelter. Along today 
were Carol Stewart. Mike Donaldson and Derek Andrews. Sounded like the Alpine Club 
didn’t get to their destination. Guess the cloud would have got thicker as they got higher. 
                                                                                                                                                         - Denis Goodwin. 
 
 
Wed 3rd May  German Hill and surrounding farms 
 
Even though the weather was a little damp at times it didn’t deter 38 happy trampers 
from enjoying a stroll out in the country. Sure beats sitting in the lazy boy! Firstly, we 
climbed up German Hill, where we took in the great view of the farm land around the 
Inglewood to New Plymouth and out to the sea. From there we walked over three farms 
up to the Egmont National Park; the mountain was nowhere to be seen. We then carried 
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on after lunch back to our cars. Thank you all for coming along. I enjoyed your friendly 
company. You all made the day. Thanks Sue Rollo for managing Brooklands Road end, 
also all who helped with the gates - a job well done. Thanks to John W, my contact.  
                                                                                                                                                             - Velda Fabish.  
Sat 6th May  Waikato River Trail Mountain Bike Ride 
 
As the shuttle driver’s second load of the day we had to wait till 9.30 for a lift to our start 
at Waipapa Dam. It wasn’t long before we were into a climb that had some short flights 
of steps near the top. Had to action some rider courtesy going down the other side as a 
group of 16 were battling their way up. They would have been the first cargo of the day 
requiring 2 shuttles. Sounded like they were dropped off near the top of the quarry hill 
and were to be picked up further along later in the day. 
 
The quarry hill was our main climb of the day with 26 or 27 switchbacks, (sharp corners) 
to negotiate. Bridget was the most successful here, putting a foot down on the last 
corner. Getting a wobble on close to a fence and an airborne front wheel on a steep 
corner ruined this hopeful’s plans. A good view was on offer at the top – an ideal place 
for a feed. A friendly, interested horse keeping an eye on things was also treated to a 
snack – Carol noticed a part bale of hay stored across the track from it. 
A faster downhill road ride was next, but this was broken by a diversion through the Jim 
Barnett reserve. Seemed to have little tracks going off in all directions, all neatly marked. 
The tarsealed part of the ride ended when we turned into the Jones Landing section – a 
mix of steep and rideable parts. 
Although we still had some ups and downs to do, the trail started to flatten out after the 
Arapuni Dam. Ended up close to the water. Missing a corner would have been a wetting 
experience. The ½ km boardwalk weaving through wetland bush on this section was a 
treat to ride. Doing a scout around the Little Waipa Reserve, John learned about a group 
with a four-man skiff doing a rowing tour through the country. Had a long boat trailer 
and 3 or 4 vans in attendance. 
Riding the last few kms of metal trail beside the road with an easy gradient and the sun 
dropping lower across the river on the way to the car park, seemed a nice way to finish 
the ride. The group today was: Anne Brough, Bridget Otero, Carol Stewart, Mike Hutson, 
Darryl Chudleigh, Keith Goodwin and John Dickinson.                                      - Denis Goodwin.  
 
 
Sun 7th May  Mt Messenger to White Cliffs 
 
11 keen trampers were at Brooklands Road so we decided to take three cars to the Mt 
Messenger car park. We had a brief chat about what the trip would entail and 10 of the 
team set off for the steep climb to the trig.  I drove my vehicle back to the Pukearuhe 
Road end and then set off at 9.30 to meet them.  I spoke to another group who were 
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doing trap lines through to Tongaporutu (they had a ride to the top of Mt Davidson, that's 
cheating!).  At the top of the second hill, where we usually have lunch, I met three cheery 
ladies who told me they had passed our group on the way up to the trig.  They had made 
very good time so I felt our group would be around 30 minutes later.   
As I continued on I could hear a helicopter in the vicinity, but it took another 15 minutes 
for me to identify it as the Rescue helicopter.  As the team had not yet reached me, I was 
somewhat concerned.  The further I tramped the more I felt it was likely to be coming to 
help us out. 
Derek A and Isabel W met me at 12.10pm with the reason the helicopter was in the area. 
[see below]. 
We had lunch at the usual spectacular viewing spot and left there for the beach at 
1.40pm.  It took us an hour to reach the beach, followed by an easy stroll back to the car 
arriving just before 3.30pm.                                                                                          - Kevin Curd. 
           
We took our time up to the trig as it's always hard starting uphill after a car ride. A 
pleasant morning tea on the top was enjoyed by us all. As we continued along we 
commented on the number and variety of traps and animal print pads were in place, 
presumably before the kokako are reintroduced.  Derek as usual pointed out the dead 
rats in the traps that he thought should have been cleared earlier as they were starting 
to decompose.   
The path along the ridge top was overgrown with flax causing us to watch our footing to 
avoid tripping up.  After about 15 minutes I was surprised to hear a call from behind me, 
"Oh no I've broken my ankle", as it didn't sound particularly pained and there were no 
expletives I replied, "You're kidding aren't you".   
Unfortunately, Margaret B was not joking. Her downhill leg must have slid and maybe 
she stopped herself from slipping by throwing all her weight on the leg on the uphill side 
of the track.  It was apparent that it was a compound fracture as her sock was quite blood 
stained.  At this spot, the track was a couple of meters lower than the narrow ridge edge.  
The track itself was very narrow too, a steep bank up on one side and a steep drop down 
on the other.  We threw down a ground sheet, Gavin G managed to lift Margaret onto it 
and wedge himself in a position where he could hold her, he remained there all the time 
providing warmth and comfort and the odd squeeze when she started to wane. 
Anne K rang police SAR from a slightly higher spot. They were able to locate us using her 
phone's position.  Kevin was not responding to my calls or texts, he may have been out 
of cell range.  Our contact Hugh, was called on the only number we had, his landline, but 
got the message via Anne and Claire C.   
After about 10 minutes we decided that Derek and Isabel should go through to meet 
Kevin, before he came too far, and continue back out to his car. 
Meanwhile the "rescue specialist" on board, Karen G, took charge, initially giving 
Margaret medication and a puffer jacket, then throwing on an emergency blanket.  She 
told the rest of the team what to expect. We needed to get packs etc out of the 
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immediate vicinity.  A fluorescent orange Bivvy bag was held in place by some of the 
team in the most visible position near the scene. Two trampers were sent about 5 meters 
up the track to the west and another two east of the orange marker.  When the 
helicopter approached, Karen stood with arms outstretched to indicate that we were the 
people in need. 
The helicopter took about ¾ of an hour to arrive and circled around several times trying 
to ascertain the best approach for such a difficult site.  There were trees overhead and 
only a narrow ridge to drop the medic on to.  Thankfully there was no wind to complicate 
things further. 
Once the medic landed and examined the patient, he too was of the opinion that the 
helicopter was the only way to move her. He gave Margaret the option of being put in a 
"nappy sling" by herself or going on a strop with him.  Margaret chose the former, so 
after being given pain killers etc she was hoisted through the trees.  She says the bush 
looked amazing from up there.  However down below we felt like we were in a tornado, 
a piece of dead tree flew through the air and bounced off Anne onto me.  In contrast to 
Margaret's, the medic's ride upward was more of a spiral and as he reached the chopper 
the strap on his supply bag broke, fortunately Gavin was able to catch it and we carried 
it out for them. 
The chopper flew down to the paddocks below to examine the injury further but as the 
move had caused more bleeding, Margaret was transferred to hospital ASAP.   
The others with us were Claire G, Laarni V and Lesley O; they had been on the other side 
of Margaret with Karen. Anne and I had had more contact with Gavin and Karen during 
the incident so although we were all quite cool it was helpful to have lunch and a cuppa 
together before heading out to the highway and home by 3.30pm 
Thanks to a great team for handling the accident so well, especially Gavin, Karen and 
Anne for their pivotal roles.                                                                                          - Karen Curd. 
 
 
Wed 10th May  Brames Falls 
 
With inclement weather forecast, the days before our tramp we were a little anxious as 
to whether we would or whether we wouldn’t. Anyway, we did. 
 
A huge thank you to Sue Rollo who not only did the book for me, she had to get out of 
her sick bed to do so. Far and beyond the call of duty. We had 12 on the list plus 1, who 
will remain nameless, who nearly missed the car. Ten minutes prior to departure is a 
good idea. 
We had two new trampers with us today so they were introduced and welcomed. The 
day was fine but a heavy dew so maybe a few wet feet before we got to the park 
entrance. We made our way up the track with the understanding that morning tea was 
at the old hut foundations. There was plenty of mud to negotiate round or through. 
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At morning tea John Depree said that he would not go to the falls but would take those 
that wanted an easier walk to the plane wreck then onto the hut, where they would wait 
for those coming back from the falls. So I left with about half of our group heading to the 
falls. The river just past the hut was very slippery and quite swift but we all negotiated it 
safely. From here the up-hill got serious. The falls were in full flow and the valley tranquil. 
We sat in the glorious sunshine enjoying our lunch with a Bellbird entertaining us. The 
homeward journey was a bit less strenuous as it was all downhill. We all got through the 
river again getting wet up to the knees. From here it was only ten minutes to the hut 
where we met the other group. After a few minutes, we all packed up and headed for 
home. We were back at the cars about 3pm without a drop of rain on us. 
 
My thanks to Bruce Durdle for being my contact. To John Depree and Alan Morris for 
following up the rear and taking the side trip for those not wanting the climb to the falls. 
And again to Sue for Brooklands Road duties.  
Those in attendance were Bridget Sullivan (new member), John Depree, John Fisher, 
Merv Hooker, Justine Lee, Rex Wright, Anne Kivell, Alan Morris, Christine Feigler, June C 
(new member), Kitty Kingsbury, and Kate Lynch. Thanks one and all for your company, a 
great tramp was had by all.                                                                                   - Claire Chamberlain. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Cups and awards 
 
Most enthusiastic Wednesday Tramper.   [Mary Duncan Memorial Trophy] 
John Depree. 
 
Most enthusiastic weekend Tramper.   [Dave Hughes Trophy] 
Kevin Curd. 
 
Most enthusiastic 1st year Wednesday Tramper. [Verle Wray Memorial Trophy] 
Brian & Marie Gillett. 
 
Lyndsay Maindonald Presidents Cup for Leadership. 
Graham Bocock. 
 
Order of the Boot. Order of the Pen.      
Denis Goodwin.   Denis Goodwin. 
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And last but not least…[on my birthday John!]. 
 
Wed 24th May  Lake Dive Junction 
 
The weather was doubtful the day before but on Wednesday morning decided to go and 
apart from a brief shower at lunchtime it proved to be the right decision. 11 of us headed 
off from Brooklands Road to Dawson Falls and driving up the road to the Visitors Centre 
the mountain looked spectacular. We started walking a little after 9-00 and had an early 
morning tea at Hooker Shelter before continuing up another 1108 steps to the top track 
junction. As Roger Douglas said “No pain, no gain”. Some are still waiting for his gain. We 
had ours after two hours.  
There was a little bit of snow in parts, just enough to make it interesting and to add to 
the beauty of the mountain. We had lunch amongst the tussock in a reasonably sheltered 
area looking over Lake Dive. Some headed off early for the return trip as they were 
getting a bit cold. We all returned to the Visitor Centre just after 2.00pm and had a coffee 
at the Lodge before returning home. I thought it was going to be an un-inspirational 
tramp but it turned out to be anything but. It was beautiful up there in the tussock 
country but I do not know about those steps as a number of us had sore calf muscles for 
a day or two afterwards. 
Thanks to Alan, Barry and Sue, Gavin and Claire, Athol, June, John F, Anne and Claire C 
for their company. Thank you to Barry for fulfilling the role of back-marker throughout 
the day.                                                                                                                            - John Depree. 
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Who’s Who Directory 
  
 Postal Address PO Box 861, NEW PLYMOUTH 4340    
 Website www.nptc.org.nz - see bottom of page for details. 
 el PRESIDENTE Kevin Curd 590a Frankley Road, RD1, NP 753 3692 
 Vice-President Peter Winter 833 Richmond Rd, RD3, NP 752 0167 
 Club Captain Bernadene Whitehead 22 Newton St, Fitzroy, NP 027 632 5409 
 Vice Club Captain VACANT   
 Secretary Dani Billing 22 Rawhiti St, NP 751 4337 
 Treasurer Derek Andrews 8a Mayfair Pl, NP 753 9855 
 Committee Lorraine Taylor 21 Hoyle Pl, NP 757 9269 

 Mark Robbins 22 Rawhiti St, NP 753 9930 
  Stephanie Mapley 9 Banks St, NP 751 0350 

 Mike Donaldson 391 Frankley Rd, NP 753 7597 
Christine Feigler 544 Mountain Rd, RD3, NP 752 0868 

 TAKT Coordinators Karen Griffiths 153 Carrington St, NP 753 8577 
 Astrid Haesli 2 Aubrey St, NP 759 8335 

  
 Footprints Editor  Allan Jenkins editor@nptc.org.nz 753 5350 
 Projectionist Allan Jenkins 13 Selwyn St. NP 753 5350 
 Equipment Officers Derek Andrews – equipment for hire. 753 9855 
 Magazine distribution Derek Andrews 8a Mayfair Pl, NP. 753 9855 
 New Members Derek Andrews – information. 753 9855 
 Librarian Trina Stanley 42 Gaine St, NP 758 1181 
  Brionne Ferrier 71a Young St, NP 758 8553 

  
 Trip Convenors  
 Bernadene Whitehead Weekend Tramps Coordinator 027 632 5409 
 Peter Winter Weekend Tramps  752 0167 
 Hugh Alexander Weekend Tramps  757 9341 
 Alan Morris Wed - Fit Easy  758 6251 
 John Depree Wed - Fit Easy  751 5418 
 Kay Hall           Wed - Easy  758 0656 
 Christine Feigler Wed - Easy  752 0868 
 Sue Rollo Wed - Easy  753 6839 
 June Barnes Wed - Easy  757 2525 
 Janet Durdle Wed - Alt easy  753 5130 
  
 Training Co-ordinator Mike Hutson.  758 5261 
 Supper Supervisors Marie Armstrong, Elwyn Palmer 
 Life Members Gary and Marion Adlam, Derek Andrews, Janet Grant, 

 Ian Gregory, Malcolm Smart, Val Smith. 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/nptrampingclub 
 Club website: For member-only pages. User name: member, Password: box861 
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