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From the Editor  
  Your first magazine for 2017! We hope you  enjoy it.  
  We would like to include contributions from you about tramping or any 
items that you find interesting or amusing. Any photographs that you 
have taken while on a trip that you think others would like to see please 
forward to me. All photographers, amateurs and others, be aware that  
our annual photo competition is coming up. See page 39 for details.  
      Remember that you can also check out the latest magazine on our 
website and all photos are in colour! The latest Tramper is on the website 
once the magazines have been distributed to members. Our website is:         

        www.wanganuitrampingclub.net 
 

  A ll contributions may be emailed to Jeanette at       
 

       j.prier@paradise.net.nz 
 

  No email? Handwritten contributions are  
perfectly acceptable.  
   
Jeanette Prier 
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 The opinions expressed and articles published in ‘The Wanganui Tramper’ are not  
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  I  hope that by the time of printing this February Tramper magazine the 
weather has become more settled. Unfortunately a number of activities 
over the Christmas period had to be changed or cancelled due to poor 
weather conditions. The strong winds seemed to be never-ending and not 
very enjoyable. Roll on summer please!! 
  We have seen a pleasing increase in the number of extended 
adventures, both tramping and cycling, being undertaken by many of our 
members. Along with an increase in club membership this shows a very 
positive outcome from the club’s main aim of fostering outdoor activities 
in our great country. I  would like to thank the many people who give 
their time and expertise assisting the club in many different ways. 
  At present the committee is putting together a folder of role 
descriptions/ guidelines to clarify the responsibilities of people holding 
club committee or subcommittee positions.   Also we are constructing a 
folder covering trip leader responsibilities and vehicle guidelines, and an 
information leaflet for new or prospective members. These should be set 
to go by March. 
  Enjoy reading this edition of the Tramper, and enjoy participating in our 
many and varied club activities. 
  Cheers,   
  Valarie 

The Wanganui Tramper 
Official Magazine of the Wanganui Tramping Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 7324 
WANGANUI 4541 

www. wanganuit rampingclub. net  
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COM M EM ORATION 
 

ROBERT CUNNINGHAM  BRUCE   b. 1842 - d. 23 April 1917 
 
AIM : "To commemorate the 100 year anniversary of the death of Robert 
Cunningham Bruce - AB/ seafarer, gold prospector, author, orator, Rangitikei 
settler and farmer, conservationist, benefactor, MHR Rangitikei 1884- 890 and 
1892-1893."  
 
DATE: Sunday 23 April 2017,  pm. To be held at  The Bruce Reserve, Turakina 
Valley, opposite 'Ngaruru'  the former home and farm property of Robert C. Bruce. 
 
The Commemoration for Robert C. Bruce (RCB) is an event to which the public 
is invited.  The occasion should appeal to those who are interested in Rangitikei 
history, conservation and the contributions of a significant settler of his time. 
 
ORGANISERS: "Friends" of the Rangitikei, Manawatu  and Whanganui districts.  
  
CONTACTS:     Roz Grant, "Tullochgorum"  Turakina             06 327 3861 -     
                                                     email     tullochgorum@xtra.co.nz 
                  Robert A. Bruce, "Sandwick"  Glen Oroua       06 329 7858 -   
                                                                           email      rabruce@inspire.net.nz 
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Pleased to M eet You! 
  New M embers 

 
Yvonne Evans, Mandy and Nigel Brook and family Maia, Toby and Sophie, 
Linda Clarke, Trevor and Angela Stratton and family Tamara and Claire, Blair 
Symes and family, David Taylor, Sherida Wardle, Sandra Van Der Lubbe, 
Phillip Kirkwood, Susan Marr. 

 
Our membership database needs to have the  
correct information so we can keep our members informed 
and up to date. 
 I f there are any changes to your contact details please let 
Barbara Gordon (membership, ph 348 9149) or Dorothy 
Symes (treasurer, ph 345 7039) know as soon as possible. 

Copy for the  
May 2017 Issue of  the  

Wanganui Tramper  
to the Editor by  
April 16th 2017 
(Earlier appreciated) 

Thank You! - Jeanette 

Club Nights  
Club Nights are held on the first Wednesday of each month 

(except January). M eetings are held 
in the Hunters & Deerstalkers Hall, 100  Peat Street at 7-30pm 

 
Club Night Programme 

For details of the Club Night programme please see either              
“Scroggin” column in the Wanganui Midweek newspaper (generally the 

week before)   
or the “Club Notices & AGMs” notices in the Wanganui Chronicle  
on the Monday or Tuesday before Club Night. All are welcome 
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  Club Activities 
MIDWEEK 
Wednesdays:  A more challenging midweek day tramp is offered weekly, planned by 
rostered leaders. The coordinator is: 
Margret McKinnon 344 3899, email mjmckinnon@xtra.co.nz 
 
Thursdays:  A tramp every second Thursday.  No bush bashing, 
generally over better tracks and a little easier. Planned and led by Earle Turner.  
Coordinated by:  
Val Cowan 345 0456, email tony.val_cowan@clear.net.nz 
Coming months’ Thursday trips will be on the following dates: 
 
 
  
 
 
 
TT2’s (the second Thursday walk):  Alternate Thursday 
mornings. Leader Carolyn Shingleton 347 7644 will advise the 
meeting place and time.  Easy, ideal for the more senior member 
/ recovering from injury / or for that extra walk with 
companions. 
 
 
WEEKENDS 

 
Overnight/multi-day tramps are advertised in Tramper 
along with the leader’s contact details. 
 
 
 

 
Weekend DAY Tramps:  Ask to be on the email list if you are interested in Saturday 
or Sunday day trips.  Contact Dorothy Symes 345 7039 
   
                
Mountain biking:  Mountain bike trips are held from time to time.  Enquiries to 
Mark Kennedy  343 1135 or 027 757 1888 
 
 Tuesday Biking (BOMBS): Depart from 
the I-Site 9.00am Tuesdays. Ask to be on 
the email list. Contact  
Barbara Gordon 348 9149. 

February 9 & 23 March  9 & 23 
April 6 & 20 May 4 & 18 
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Four Friends Remembered 40 Years On 
   
January 2017 marked the 40th anniversary of our club's biggest tragedy -- the loss 
of four members in an alpine accident. As recorded in our club's 50th jubilee 
publication, in January 1977 the Wanganui Tramping Club took a trip down south. 
Four members, Craig Benge, 25, club president; Hillis (Bill) Bennett, 19; Rob 
McLean, 19; and Fennella Druce, 25, a recently graduated doctor, and others 
tramped and climbed in the Hopkins Valley and the Huxley Valley area north of 
Lake Ohau.  
  When the others left for home the four friends carried on up to the Three Johns 
Hut, situated on the Barron Saddle at the head of the Dobson Valley on the 
southern boundary of M t Cook National Park. In a sudden freak storm the hut was 
destroyed and blown over the nearby bluffs and all four were killed. 
  Once the initial shock had passed the WTC decided that these fine young people 
should be remembered by the creation of a memorial trust with the interest from 
the trust being used solely for the promotion of the love of, enjoyment and respect 
for the outdoor life that all four had enjoyed and shared with so many others.  
  The objects of the trust were to be in keeping with the interests of the four. These 
included safety in the mountains, courses in alpine climbing technique, grants to 
assist the national parks service, appreciation of photography of the outdoors, 
research into botany, geology etc. The trustees were to consist of nominees from 
the WTC, Wanganui Ski Club and the Mountain Safety Committee. 
  Many people, young and not so young, have been assisted on outdoor courses 
such as Outward Bound, Outdoor Pursuits Centre and Spirit of Adventure. Two 
tracks at Ohakune have received substantial grants -- the Rimu Track which 
provides for wheelchair access and the Mangawhero Walk. In addition, at Raetihi 
the Ameku Road Walkway and Whanganui's riverbank walk have also received 
assistance. Grants to the Waimarino Forest Kiwi Research Project and the printing 
of the map of Mangapurua Valley historic sites show the diversity of assistance 
given.  
  The death of the four friends was marked in January by a reunion and chapel 
service at Collegiate School during which a plaque was unveiled for the four. There 
was also a boat trip on the Wairua during which a wreath was thrown into the 
river in their memory. Another plaque is planned on a bench beside the river. 
There is already a plaque for the four at Mangaturuturu Hut.  
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Where Do You Get the Best Licks? 
   
Where do you get the best ice creams after a tramp? What shops should 
you avoid? Our Wanganui Tramper correspondent asked around and 
made his own inquiries, and came up with these conclusions for 2016 … 
  Best ice cream shop based on price and size -- Stratford dairy (on New 
Plymouth side of town). 
  Best fruit ice cream -- tie between shops in 
Bulls and Otaki (south side). 
  Best honey-based ice cream -- Waireka (near 
Foxton). 
  Okay if not outstanding ice creams -- Patea 
(New Plymouth end), Waitotara, Hunterville, 
Feilding, Woodville, Eltham. 
  Not recommended -- too small, too expensive 
-- Raetihi and Ohakune.  
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Tramping Trips 
Confirming your place 
For ALL trips, you must phone the leader to confirm your place on the 
trip. For day trips the latest you can phone the leader is 7pm the night 
before the trip. For weekend trips phone by Wednesday evening. 
 
What you will need 
Good waterproof clothing including leggings or over-trousers is  
necessary. Woolen balaclava or hat and suitable mittens or gloves are 
essential for mountain trips. 
   You should carry your own immediate first aid supplies. Check with 
the leader for more details of what is required for the trip. Take lunches 
for each day, and your drink requirements, plus emergency chocolate, 
sweets and/ or scroggin. On overnight (s) trips, all other food is supplied 
by the leader. 
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Rules For Those Leading Tramps  
The destination and brief location, plus the list of participants, is to 
be placed on the notice board at the club rooms before leaving. 
These details must also be emailed to the four PLB contacts: 

 
russelld@clear.net.nz   (Russell Donaldson) 
btwtcvaux@slingshot.co.nz  (Bruce Thomas) 
tiger2@slingshot.co.nz  (Earle Turner) 
dorothy@displayassociates.co.nz  (Dorothy Symes) 
 

Need help? We have a list template – ask Barbara or Dorothy.   
For leaders without computers/ email, phone details to  
Barbara 348 9149 or Dorothy 345 7039.   

 
February  to April 2017 Club Activities 

              Note:  Trip cost estimates are based on 8 cents per kilometre 
Feb 4-6    Aotuhia Boots 'n’ Bikes.   Tracey Hooper 346 5597 
Sat-Mon  Tracey has taken the team to Aotuhia Station, near the 

Matemateaonga Track in eastern Taranaki, a number of times 
before so she knows all the attractions.  Whether you favour 
boots or bikes, this will be a great long weekend.  

Easy/mod     Cost to be calculated 
 
Feb 4, 5 or 6  Tama Lakes      Dorothy Symes 345 7039 
Sat, Sun  Starting near the Whakapapa visitor centre, the track crosses  
or Mon    undulating tussock country and alpine herb fields. On a clear 

day the Tama Lakes show off their beautiful emerald colour. 
This walk is regarded as a popular alternative to the better 
known Tongariro Crossing and is, in its own right, a great walk.  

 Dorothy chooses best day weatherwise. 
Mod   Approx cost $25 
 
Feb 11-12   Kaukau to Red Rocks             Roger Kealey    348 8141 
Sat-Sun   Roger will lead this walk along the Wellington skyline starting at 

Mt Kaukau in Johnsonville and finishing at Red Rocks on the 
southwest coast of Wellington. The group will take the van to 
Porirua and travel by train to Johnsonville, returning to Porirua 
by bus and train for the stay overnight at Elsdon Camp. On 
Sunday they will decide on a plan - either walking locally, 
shopping or sightseeing!  Please give Roger expressions of 
interest as soon as possible so he can book the accommodation. 
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Mod/fit       Cost:   Approx $28 van + bus and train for non-Gold Card 
holders + $25 accommodation 

 
Feb 11 or 12  Old Coach Road                     Frances Gibbons 345 8952 
Sat or Sun     This tramp nestled near Tongariro National Park is such a favourite it's 

on the list again. The old and the new viaducts have an endless 
fascination and we can be treated to a train passing by in that beautiful 
backdrop, if we happen to be there at the right time. Enough bookings 
for this can result in a crossover. Frances will choose the better day 
weatherwise. 

Easy          Approx cost $17 
 
Feb 12-26      Two South Island Tramps               Ridgway Lythgoe  348 7507 
Sun-Mon        On his annual multi-day South Island trip, Ridgway has lined up the 

new Old Ghost Road track and the Heaphy Track with a bit of 
downtime in Karamea between the two. This trip is full but you can go 
on the waiting list. 

Mod     Cost to be calculated 
 
 Feb 18-19   Turangi Tramps       Margret McKinnon   344 3899 
Sat-Sun          Waihaha Cycle Trail to Lake Taupo. Approx 22kms return. Private 

accommodation at Omori on Saturday night. On Sunday we climb 
Urchin trig, a climb that can be rewarded by great views. 

Mod           Approx cost $40 
 
Feb 18-19     Red Rock/Mangaturuturu              Brian Sixtus 348 0155 
Sat-Sun     Destination Mangaturutu Hut for a great weekend in our wonderful 

valley with Brian. But wait, there's more -- visiting the mythical Red 
Rock. Brian says that “having found the rock with Basil, it's time to 
take others in to see it."  Whether you're a rock hunter or not, you will 
find a lot to like on this trip into a delightful part of Tongariro National 
Park.  

Easy/mod   Approx cost $23 
 
Feb 25-26    Kime Hut 2                                 Bruce Thomas  345 6532 
Sat-Sun      Bruce's ambition to visit the newish Kime Hut in the Tararua was 

thwarted last February when the Otaki Gorge Road was closed. But 
he's willing to give it another crack. A classic bush and tops trip to a 
location which provides great views of Wellington and the harbour. 

Mod/fit           Approx cost $28 + hut fees 
 
Feb 25 or 26 Rangipo Hut                           Andy Beck 343 2970  
Sat or Sun    Having done this track twice this year, once in deepish snow and more 

recently on a perfect day with no snow whatsoever, what will we be 
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served up with this time? Rangipo hut is accessed from the Tukino 
skifields side of Mt Ruapehu. Enjoy dramatic  boulder and rock 
formations alongside the upper reaches of the Whangaehu River. Andy 
will choose the better day weatherwise. 

Easy/mod    Approx cost $23 
 
March 4-5    Pine-pulling          Val Wackrow  027 688 8801 
Sat-Sun       The club's pine pulling outing in November was canned because of bad 

weather so it's fingers crossed that we can get it right this time. Apart 
from the opportunity to explore a little-visited part of Tongariro 
National Park, it should be a good social weekend as we will be joined 
by the Hutt Valley and Rangitikei tramping clubs. 

Mod               Free! 
 
March 8      Trips meeting         Brian Sixtus 348 0155     Dave Scoullar 343 2836 
Wed            Trips for June, July and August go under the microscope at tonight's 

quarterly trips meeting. Join us at 7.30pm at 7 Wairere Rd or call Brian 
or Dave with ideas or requests. 

 
March 10-12  Tarn Ridge Hut                 Tracey Hooper 346 5597 
Fri-Mon      This hut is high in the Tararua and involves climbing over Mitre, the 

highest peak in the range. Tracey will go to Mitre Flats hut on the 
Friday (3 to 4 hours) and on to Tarn Ridge (another 5 or so hours) on 
Saturday. Anyone wishing to go no further than Mitre Flats is welcome 
to stop there and enjoy the ambience over two nights. 

Mod/ fit       Cost to be calculated 
 
Mar 11 or 12  New Plymouth Coastal Walk                     Barry Hopper 345 3969  
Sat or Sun     This is among the top five Coastal Walkways in the country. The 13km 

foreshore walkway from the Port of Taranaki in the west to Bell Block 
in the east crosses the award-winning Te Rewa Rewa Bridge giving 
beautiful framed photos of Mt Taranaki (Egmont). On a clear day you 
can see the mountain with numerous stunning coastal views along the 
way so bring your camera. This is a concrete walkway so wear cross 
trainers/walking shoes. A crossover is planned so please book early so 
we can arrange a hire vehicle to make this possible. 

Easy            Cost to be calculated 
 
March 13-21  Whirinaki                          Brian Sixtus 348 0155 
Mon-Tues      Brian is offering two tramps in this splendid forest area, one of three 

days followed by one of four days. After the first trip the team will 
refresh and pick up more supplies and tackle the second trip over 
largely new territory. Brian says only about four to four and a half 
hours between huts, so it should be cruisy. 

Easy/mod      Cost to be calculated 
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March 18       Pot Luck Meal             Diane Harries and Royce Johnson  343 2222 
Sat                 A chance to enjoy Bastia Hill hospitality at 81 Mount View Rd from 

6pm. Parking available on the grass verge opposite. Bring a plate of 
food to share (savoury or sweet) and your drinks. Let's hope the 
weather is good so we can see the mountains! 

 
Mar 19    Waiinu Beach Wander 2    Diane Harries and Royce Johnson  
Sun          343 2222 
            Diane and Royce set out for Waiinu Beach in August but their visit 

coincided with some foul weather, so they didn't get very far. But they 
don't give up easily so have rescheduled the stroll to the Waitotara 
River mouth.  

Easy            Approx cost $6 
 
Mar 22-29   Gisborne area tramps          Jacky Evans 345 6858 
Wed-Wed    Gisborne gambolling will include overnighter on a farm near the coast 

and day walks. The trip is full but feel free to add your name as a 
reserve if you are interested. 

Easy            Cost to be estimated 
 
Mar 25 or 26   Raumati Escarpment 2        Roger Kealey 348 8141 
Sat or Sun    Roger's tramps on the Kapiti coast have earned a good following but 

for some reason this loop walk failed to resonate with club members in 
October. So he's going to give it another try. The group will start at 
Whareroa Farm and proceed along the Raumati Escarpment through to 
Coastlands in Paraparaumu to the beach. Then south along the beach, 
through Queen Elizabeth Park and back to the van. 

Easy/mod       Approx cost $25  
 
March 25-26  Cruising lower Whanganui River with Esther   See page  37 
 
April 1        Taranaki Wandering       Sandra Rogers 348 7630 or  027 630 9042 
Sat           Sandra will take us on two or three easy tramps including the Kapunui 

Loop Track and Wilkies Pools Loop in Egmont National Park, both 
with some hill work.  If time allows she will also include the Patea 
River Walkway in Stratford. Bring extra money for a cafe stop.   

Easy       Cost to be calculated                                               
 8.30am start. 
  
April 1-2    Crater Lake                     Brian Sixtus 348 0155 
Sat-Sun    Brian thinks it's time we made a visit to the Crater Lake. After an 

enjoyable time on Mt Ruapehu the team will spend the night at Possum 
Lodge and find something else to do on Sunday before returning home. 

Mod         Cost to be calculated 
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April 7-9    Wainuiomata Revisited         Jacky Evans 345 6858 
Fri-Sun      After last year's success, a repeat performance. On Saturday we will 

complete the Mt McKerrow track, five hours medium category. On 
Sunday zig-zag track behind Lower Hutt with views of Wainui at the 
top and the city. Tent required. Leave 2pm Friday. 

Easy/mod       Cost to be estimated 
 
April 8 or 9   Mystery Farm Walk   Earle Turner                                    343 9848 
Sat or Sun  Earle's playing his cards close to his chest on this one. But he has a big 

portfolio of farms to draw on and he's bound to come up with a goodie. 
He'll choose the better day. 

Easy/mod    Cost to be estimated 
 
April 13-18   Around Mt Ruapehu          Dave Scoullar 343 2836 
Thurs-Tues   The plan is to start at Whakapapa and over six days over Easter 

Weekend go hut to hut around Mt Ruapehu. So this will be a leisurely 
trip which should cater for even moderately fit people. This trip is a 
favourite from the past but has not been on our programme in recent 
times. As Waihohonu Hut has to be booked, let Dave know soonest if 
you are on board. 

Mod              Cost to be calculated 
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April 14, 15,   Ngauruhoe                                             Esther Williams 347 8456 
16 or 17  An autumn chance to climb Ngauruhoe for the enthusiastic or to  
Fri, Sat          explore as far as the South or Red craters -- possibly a Tongariro 
Sun or Mon  summit. Esther will choose the best day of the Easter weekend for the 

range of options. 
Mod/fit          Approx cost $25 
 
April 21-23   Cycling Hawke's Bay       Mark Kennedy 027 757 1888 
Fri-Sun         Join Mark to mountain bike the Te Mata Peak and Eskdale tracks. The 

BOMBs cycling group has been invited as there are lots of trails 
between Napier and Hastings and out to the wineries etc.  
Accommodation will be cabins at a motor camp. 

Mod              Cost to be calculated 
  
April 22       South Taranaki Wander      Dorothy Symes 345 7039  
Sat             A chance to explore a new track with the Stratford Tramping Club who 

will meet us near the “Purple Palace” just north of Manutahi. We will 
walk from Ingahape to Meremere on a paper road taking 4 to 5 hours. 
STC will supply drivers to meet trampers at destination. Early booking 
best to engage Stratford’s offer. Leave club rooms 7.15 am. 

Easy/mod    Approx cost $14 
  
April 29      More Rangitikei Reserves     Graeme Aitken 343 5063 
Sat             We will do the Sutherland, Turakina and Sutherland Mangahoe 

Reserves, Laird's Reserve and finish with Bruce Reserve south of 
Hunterville. A series of short walks through native bush.  Along the 
way we should view the Turakina Valley in autumn colours. 

Easy           Cost to be calculated 
  
April 29-30   Rangipo Hut via Whangaehu Valley   Mike Cole 344 7275  
Sat-Sun         or 021 160 6875 
 Walk into Rangipo Hut via Tukino skifield and Whangaehu Valley for 

a different and more interesting route.  And maybe go out by a different 
route (optional) to find the bund installed to deflect lahars into 
Whangaehu River. 

Easy/Mod   Approx cost $ 30 + hut fees   
 
May 6        Joint Hunterville Trip           Andy and Andra Beck 343 2970 
Sat              We join with the Rangitikei Tramping Club to do a farm walk near 

Hunterville. It's been a while since we teamed up with our RTC mates 
and tasted some of their renowned country hospitality. Those with long 
memories will remember they put on a great afternoon tea! 

Easy/mod  Cost to be calculated     
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May 7-9    Powell-Jumbo Circuit 2      Brian Doughty 342 1846 
Sun-Tues  Bad weather meant this trip was a no-go last May so let's hope Brian 

can get this classic trip off the ground this time. Start at Holdsworth for 
a three-day Tararua circuit with nights at Powell and Jumbo huts. 
Tramp through beech-podocarp forest and alpine tops with great views 
of the Wairarapa plains. 

Mod           Approx cost $40 + hut fees 
 
May 13     Opunake Walkway       Dave Scoullar 343 2836 
Sat            It's 25 years since our annual Taranaki visit began and Dave plans to 

mark the anniversary by repeating the first two walks of 1992 over the 
Opunake and Cardiff walkways.  

Easy         Cost to be calculated 
 
May 13-14   Kapakapanui Hut 2       Roger Kealey 348 8141 
Sat-Sun    Bad weather ruled out the overnighter to this hut in the Tararua 

foothills in September. Fingers crossed this time around. Roger plans to 
start at the Mangaone carpark behind Waikanae and proceed to the hut 
on a good track on a long, gentle climb to the summit offering good 
views on a clear day. Return the same way. 

Mod                Approx cost $24 + hut fees 
 
May 20      Quiz Night            Dave Scoullar 343 2836 
Sat             The annual trivia quiz is usually held in June but since the Lions tour 

is on that month and Dave's anxious to avoid the rugby, the event has 
been moved forward.  Form a team of up to four and join in the fun and 
frolics. Plenty of laughs guaranteed. Questions begin at the club hall at 
7.30pm. 

 
May 20 or 21  Manawatu Gorge      Barbara Francis  348 4720 
Sat or Sun   The gorge walk is an old favourite that we keep coming back to. An 

easy, well-graded walk with beautiful bush. Barbara will choose the 
better day weatherwise. 

Easy          Approx cost $15    
 
May 27-28   Poutaki Hut                   Shane McCulloch 021 614 753 
Sat-Sun       This hut is a small one (four bunks) in the Gwavas Conservation Area, 

Central Hawke's Bay. It's described as a hidden gem but as far as we 
know this is the first club trip to the site, nestled on the Wakarara 
Range, so we have no first-hand information. Join Shane on this 
pioneering trip. 

Mod           Approx cost $37 + hut fees 
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February 2017 Quiz 
 
1. Which species of beech is predominant on Stewart Island? 
2. The Rees Dart Track is in which national park? 
3. The shrub karamu belongs to which family? 
4. Which tree is sometimes known as the Maori painkiller on account of 
the medicinal properties of its leaves and bark? 
5. What species of dolphin found in NZ waters is no longer than 1.5m? 
6. Which NZ ski field has the most lifts? 
7. Name the NZ shrub which the former Soviet Union depicted on a post-
age stamp in 1972. 
8. Which is the most climbed of all the Seven Summits (highest moun-
tains on each continent)? 
9. Finish this quotation … "A wise person climbs Fuji once but … 
10. When did M t Taranaki last erupt -- 1715, 1735 or 1755? 
        Answers page 37 
 
 
                           Limericks 

When it comes to fine arts Diane's the one 
Making prints is her idea of fun 
But she loves the plants too 
And knows quite a few 
No wonder she's always on the run 
 
Graeme Wilson has a thing about heather 
He's after it whatever the weather 
He'll work on his own 
But he'll tell you it’s been shown 
It's better to tackle this menace together 
 
A gnarly old tramper named Dave 
About conservation would rave 
Though he knew that he oughta 
Aborta contorta 
There were two in a pot he did save 
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 Marg’s Death Leaves Giant Gap 
By Dave Scoullar 
 
 Margaret Walford and Brian Heywood joined the Wanganui Tramping 
Club in 1985 with an active background which included four wheel 
driving and jet boating. She was aged 48 and when asked "why did you 
join us?" she said they were a bit over jet boating. They also belonged to 
the historical society but they wanted something with "a bit of get up and 
go." That was the tramping club and in her words joining us was "the best 
thing we ever did." 
  But what was good for them was good for us, for over the ensuing 31 
years Marg developed into an integral and much respected and loved 
member of the club, a great planner, meticulous with details.  
  She recalled her first trip was to Waiaua Gorge hut in Egmont National 
Park. There was a frost on the ground when the club members got out of 
their vehicles (it was before we had vans) and stripped down to their 
shorts. Marg, in her leg warmers and fleece, thought "that'll be the day" 
but half an hour later she had to stop and strip off as well. I t was a lesson 
of how you warm up when you tramp. 
  Trip No 2 to the club's Mangaturuturu hut was memorable for the 
notoriously boggy Horopito track in water up to her hocks. 
  Trip No 3 I recall because I was there. It was up a badly rutted and steep 
track to Powell hut in the eastern Tararua. Marg had a cold and she was a 
smoker. She really suffered on that tramp. I  remember her murmuring 
about the so-called joys of tramping. But she stuck with it and the rest, as 
they say, is history.  
  And she recorded her own tramping journey with a huge number of 
photo albums and reports of her trips over more than three decades. Here 
are some of the reasons we will remember her: 
  + She has run our annual photo contest for many years. 
  + She has organised tramps, particularly multi-day tramps to many parts 
of the country and has driven our vans on many trips. 
  + She was active as a volunteer with Search and Rescue for 28 years. 
  + In 2009 she received the Raewyn Doughty Memorial Boots Award for 
outstanding service to the tramping club. 
  + In 2011 after Tom Luff, alias Dubbin, died she became Billy Tea along 
with me and we wrote the tramping column for M idweek on alternate 
months. 
  + About three years ago, concerned that there should be weekly 
Thursday tramps, she was instrumental in founding the easy Thursday 
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group. Someone wanted to call it BATS -- Born Again Trampers -- but 
Marg would have none of that and they came up with TT2, a throwback 
to the iced lolly on a stick from our childhood. She ended up as TT2 
organiser, something she enjoyed. 
  + She had a great sense of humour and was always fun to have on a trip. 
  I  recall one of her pranks. I  was known to wring all I  could out of a 
teabag, to use each one at least twice. On a tramp on the Waipakahi 
River she presented me with a polythene dish (one of those dishes you 
used to get meat on at the supermarket) covered in used tea bags.    
  But I  got my revenge. I  took the tea bags home and months later when 
she was on an overnight tramp with me I asked her if she wanted a cuppa 
and then presented her with the same meat dish of tea bags, by now 
thoroughly mouldy. We had a good laugh over that. 
  Marg grew as a person in the supportive and happy environment of our 
tramping family. She blossomed and became more outgoing and 
confident. I t's so sad we'll 
never again hear that 
favourite catch cry -- "bloody 
hell" or that distinctive laugh. 
Brian always said "you can't 
lose her -- you can hear her 
laugh." We will remember 
with awe how gutsy Marg 
was during her illness and 
Brian's wonderful support 
and aroha. 
  Marg was a club legend and 
the stories about her will be 
told for many years to come. 
  Footnote: This obituary is based 
on my tribute at her funeral on 7 
November 2016.  
 
 
M arg Walford was a club 
legend who will live on in 
memory. 
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Outdoors news 
Govt funding for cycle trail extension  
 The $2 million to extend the Mountains to Sea Cycle Trail from Turoa to 
Ohakune announced by Government is set to give the Ruapehu visitor 
industry a massive boost. The proposed new up to 20km long trail, to be 
partially funded through the National Cycleway Fund, will link with the 
Mountains to Sea Cycle Trail. 
  The alpine setting will make it a 
truly unique mountain biking 
experience and an exciting 
drawcard for tourists. Research 
shows it could boost the local 
economy by as much as $5.8 
million in five years, he said. The 
total cost of the extension is likely 
to be $4-5 million therefore the 
local community will also need to 
contribute to the cost. As the 
extension is in a national park 
management plan, change is 
needed. This will require public 
consultation and community 
support.  
 
 
Couple lost on well-marked track 
  The Wednesday group which did a crossover on the well-marked RMT 
through the Whakapapaiti Valley of Tongariro National Park in 
December will be bemused to read of the man and woman who a few 
days later got lost while walking the same route from Whakapapa Village 
to Whakapapaiti Hut. They left around lunchtime and just after 7.30pm 
called police to say they were lost. 
  The poor weather meant a helicopter couldn't be used to save the pair. 
Instead a team of land search and rescue volunteers set off and found the 
trampers shortly after 4am the following morning. The search party 
discovered them cold and hungry but in their sleeping bags. The teams 
pitched tents to provide them shelter and started to walk out at breakfast 
time. 
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M ountain biking extension backed 
  The Nelson-Marlborough Conservation Board is recommending that the 
mountain bike season on the Heaphy Track be extended to cover 1 May 
to 30 November each year. Board chair Bob Dickinson said the board 
supported a two-month extension to the end of the season to promote 
more use of the Heaphy Track, and to provide mountain bikers with more 
opportunity to ride the track outside of the winter months.  
  A proposed extension to the beginning of the season was not supported 
due to higher walker numbers in April. This also retains walker-only 
access through Easter and the April school holidays. 
  Electric bikes are not allowed on the Heaphy and the board is 
recommending this be done through the plan and national park bylaws, as 
well as through visitor information.  
 
 
Quakes destroy, damage huts 
  DOC confirmed at least two huts have been destroyed by earthquake 
related slips and activity and a number of other sites have suffered serious 
damage in November. National Operations Director Martin Kessick said 
two huts in backcountry Kaikoura -- Barratts Hut and Barratts Bivvy -- 
were swept away in a large 
slip and buried. Both huts are 
in a remote area, are small 
and have low use.  
  At another site in the 
Clarence Reserve the historic 
Quail Flat Cobb House, the 
Bunkhouse and Bakers Oven 
were badly damaged. Kowhai 
Hut on the Hapuku River 
suffered some damage and a 
number of sites were still at 
risk from further damage by 
slips and rockfalls such as 
Snowgrass Hut, South Bay, 
Okiwi Bay campsite, 
Kowhai/ Hapuku Route and 
Blind Saddle Road.  
 Barratts Bivvy 
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Northland cycle trail complete 
  Our mountain bike enthusiasts have a new track to try out -- the Twin 
Coast Cycle Trail Pou Herenga Tai. The 84km trail mostly follows 
disused rail corridors and runs from the Hokianga Harbour on the west 
coast to Opua on the east. The project took six years. 
  Construction was divided into four stages. The first to be completed 
follows a 14km rail corridor between Okaihau and Kaikohe and includes 
an 80m-long curving rail tunnel. The trail then continues a further 34km 
east from Kaikohe to Kawakawa, taking in Otiria and Moerewa. The 
final 11km stretch east 
goes from Kawakawa to 
Opua. These sections are 
all grade 1-2. 
  The 25km stretch west 
from Okaihau, ending at 
Mangungu M ission, is a 
grade 3 trail and follows 
the Utakura River to 
Horeke with a 1200m 
section of boardwalk 
through mangroves. 
 
Land deal goes back to court 
  The Supreme Court has granted the M inister of Conservation leave to 
appeal a decision relating to the land at the centre of the Ruataniwha 
water storage scheme. In 2015 the Director-General of Conservation 
decided to revoke the conservation park status of 22ha of conservation 
land needed for the water storage scheme and exchange it for 170ha of 
land. This enabled an exchange and addition of land that would enhance 
public conservation land, particularly for the Ruahine Forest Park. 
  However, the Court of Appeal said the focus should have been on the 
values of the 22ha of land being revoked, rather than the broader benefits 
to conservation and the park. Director General Lou Sanson says the 
Court of Appeal's decision affects the way public conservation land is 
managed and absolute clarity was needed on whether DOC can, through 
considering the purposes of the Conservation Act, enable decisions that 
have the potential to enhance public conservation land.  
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                 PACK TALK FEBRUARY 2017 
 
  It's remarkable how much the weather affects my life and how little my life affects 
the weather. -- Ashleigh Brilliant 
 
Counting candles … Brenda Baxter turned 70 three days before Christmas 
and Ady Gilbert turned 50 on Christmas Day. Coincidentally, February 
baby Graham Sutcliffe is also about to turn 50 (plus 30).  
 
Was that a celestial "bloody hell" from Marg Walford? A sudden, loud 
clap of thunder seemed like some sort of heavenly message for family 
members leaving the crematorium after their last goodbyes to Marg. 
 
 “Flood Protection Gates” either end of a Manawatu River stopbank had 
a very puzzled Ray rubbing his chin thoughtfully.  “They’d be no good” 
he said, “those gates would let all the water go right through.” 
  
The same Ray pens an occasional letter to the Chronicle editor, the latest 
denouncing WDC plans to remove bamboo on the riverbank as a load of 
codswallop. Ray needs the bamboo for his pea-shooter and tomato plants. 
  
BOMB lassies with their new bikes are chalking up conquests: Dorothy 
managed the hill near airport without getting off to push, Kate now 
pedals effortlessly up Tayforth, and Jeanette recklessly spurred her new 
purple number to 43 kph on a downhill.  Go, girls! The Brawny Lads will 
have their work cut out. 
 
The ever resourceful Cherry Channon got admiring glances when she 
donned a black plastic rubbish bag skirt on a wet Wednesday trip. The 
skirt -- she calls it a kilt and says it is also suitable for men -- kept her 
shorts dry. She says she can get two from a single bag. 
  
Twenty TT2-ers presented gold cards to the bus driver and once seated 
were informed, deadpan, “A lot of those gold cards have expired”. Quick 
check before the penny dropped, as driver chuckled at his own little joke. 
(Younger readers may not know that only when the holder expires does 
the gold card then follow suit.) 
   
Fifty Thursdayers ended 2016 with a Christmas feast in Gordons’ garden.  
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Honoured guests were Trampers Emeriti Peg Walsh, Bob & Maureen 
McIntyre, Doris Hamling, Eileen McKenzie, Anne Fulcher and Barry 
Nixon who enjoyed reminiscing about past tramps. The normally quiet 
neighbourhood rang with chatter and laughter. Curtains twitched, and 
everyone went home with full bellies.  
 
When our silver van passed the white van at Hunterville on the 
homeward journey from Zeke's Hut, Dave Davidson opined: "I t's full of 
women rushing home to cook tea." This was followed by a collective 
groan from the women in the white van. 
 
I f that was the quote of the day, the following week it went to Barbara 
Gordon who commented after the van returned from a trip to Wellington 
and Graham Sutcliffe vacated his seat beside her: "It was interesting 
having a different man sleeping next to me." 
 
Wednesday track chat ... 
Esther Williams: "Why are the judges in cooking contests always men?" 
Barry Hopper: "I t's all in the palate." 
 
In mentioning clubbies who have made tilts on getting on local bodies in 
Whanganui, we overlooked that Nick Pyle was also unsuccessful in the 
past. However, Winston Oliver, who has been on local bodies before, did 
make it onto the Waimarino-Waiouru Community Board in 2016. 
 
The Old Ghost Road is turning into a popular destination for clubbies. 
Graham Sutcliffe led our first group over the new track. In November 
Esther Williams and Tracey Hooper took groups (Tracey had previously 
cycled the track). In February Ridgy leads yet another party over the OGR. 
 
Margret McKinnon was talking for whom with this muse on the Kepler 
Track: "We're old, we're slow and we're sorry." 
 
A straggle of TT2ers fell behind as their companions vanished into the 
wilds of St John’s Hill. So they asked a chap trimming his lawn edges 
“How do you get to the main road" leaving him wondering “How the 
heck do these trampers get on in the bush?” 
 
 After disembarking two vanloads at start point, Barb G was flattered to 
be invited to “jump in the front seat”, only to find her company was 
sought merely to open farm gates. 
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 Two TT2ers inspecting sundial at Bason Reserve: “The time’s not right, 
it’s an hour out”, says one. The other asks, mischievously, “Do you 
reckon it needs winding?”  “Oh no, the sun does it!” That man’s no slug.     
  
Bikers or Pikers?  A wet Tuesday produced just seven bikers – six of them 
women. The solitary male was likely lured by the prospect of a legendary 
Dorothy morning tea, earning his pikelets-and-cream by re-attaching a 
slipped bike chain.  
  
An electric fence, falsely assessed as “no, it’s not live”, provided a 
diversion for most but an unhappy experience for a couple of others.  
Don’t necessarily trust a farmer’s word, is the lesson. 
  
From Korea, Brian was a welcome addition to the first Thursday tramp of 
the year and afforded the novel sight of a tramper’s lunch consumed with 
chopsticks. 
  
Noticed a tramper’s T-shirt, damp with sweat, with the slogan “It’s just a 
hill. Get over it.” 
 
When Graham Ellett called the trip leader a "schmuck" it quickly became 
the word of the day. No need to look it up in the dictionary, someone got 
into their cell phone and we learned it originated from Yiddish and meant 
a contemptible or objectionable person, an idiot. So was that a nice thing 
to call our leader, Graham? 
 
Commercial breaks are so tiresome and you'd think you'd be safe from 
them in the Whakapapaiti Valley, but no. Graham Kirk, tireless worker 
for Opera Week, produced pamphlets for the event for Wednesday 
trampers. 
 
Churches are often not short of long service workers but 60 years? Yes, 
that's how long our Nelson Tizard has played the organ. His exceptional 
service has resulted in recognition by his church. 
 
Great to know we still have some brave spirits in the club e.g. the trio 
who decided to return from Penn Creek hut via the old route which has 
caused problems for many trampers and is officially closed. They 
completed the leg in nine and a half hours. Well done! 
 
Was that Petra den Houdijker's face we saw on Tv in the welcoming 
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crowd in Wellington for the Dutch royals? Yes, it was and she got to chat 
briefly with the King. Petra is also in the news for her new ebike. Is this 
the start of an ebike adjunct to the Tuesday bikers? 
 
You won't be seeing Graham Sutcliffe in lycra -- thank goodness -- but we 
are seeing him on a bike and he's loving it. He says it's his first foray on 
wheels since he was a kid and we know that's a long time ago. Graham 
organised a trip over the Timber Trail in January. 
 
A less than pleasant experience for John Newton during a recent visit to 
the USA. John got to know a cell from the inside at LA Airport in a brief 
but brutal engagement with LA airport officials.  
 
Ridgy's I talian cycling experience was a bit of a pain in the butt, literally. 
His hard cycle seat turned it into a bit of a feat of endurance. 
 
John Newton's First Law of Navigation: Follow your nose. It worked on 
his first official trip as co-leader but then we find out that he made not one 
but two reconnaissance trips. M ind you, John might be a bit scarred by 
that Parapara/ Mangamahu crossover trip after, on meeting his co-leader 
Kevin Ross, giving him his own car keys instead of the van keys, but it all 
ended well. 
 
Is this a first? On the Newton/ Ross trip, the friendly farmer actually 
marked the route for us with colour coded arrows. 
 
More Wednesday track chat … Dick Mitchell to Graham Sutcliffe: "I'm 
told you're tolerant. I  just wondered when it started." 
 
Don and Liz Polson's lavish hospitality after taking us over their Parapara 
farm was very welcome. The cold beers and other drinks were certainly 
appreciated on a hot afternoon. 
 
We don't often see DOC rangers in the field so it was a bit of a surprise to 
meet FOUR on the Kahui hut track in Egmont National Park. Turned 
out there had been a 1080 drop two days before and the rangers were out 
clearing pellets off tracks. 
 
Margret McKinnon points out an advantage of the lettering on our club 
vans -- we no longer risk being mistaken for a rest home outing. 
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Peter Panton of the Taumarunui Tramping Club sent this message after 
our visit in December which included an off-track walk in Tongariro 
National Park: "I  am truly inspired by the courage of your group to beat 
the elements of the Sunday walk with rain, hail and wind. I  think we all 
enjoyed the challenge." 
 
Re Peter, we congratulate him on being named a Ruapehu Citizen of the 
Year. He has hosted us every time we have visited Taumarunui over the 
last six years and is heavily involved in a range of community activities 
apart from tramping. 
 
A big "get well soon” for Aloise Laing who the morning after our 
December BBQ tripped at home and broke a femur, resulting in a new 
hip. Also to Sue McBride, who broke her arm in a fall a few days before 
Christmas. Note both injuries didn't involve tramping! 
 
Usually Dorothy has an opinion, but when the subject of toilets on the 
Waitahinga Trails came up she declared: "I  don't know much about 
dunnies!" 
 
Can this really be so? DOC man Paul Carr told the club in December that 
it had been calculated that every time someone goes to the toilet on the 
Tongariro Alpine Crossing it costs the department $1.50. And recently 
they increased the number of toilets there from 18 to 34! 
 
Did you spot Hamilton Ngapo busking at the Saturday market just before 
Christmas? Cool dude. 
 
Still more Wednesday track chat … 
Ridgway Lythgoe: "I 'm out a lot." 
Barbara Francis: "You sound like the ideal husband."  
 
Just a coincidence but two long-serving hospital employees -- Tracey 
Hooper in critical care and Dee Ess the chaplain -- both decided January 
was a good month to call time on their careers. More opportunities for 
tramping, you bet!  
 
How does this stack up in terms of memory fade? Dee Ess took a bag of 
Christmas sweets on Wednesday trips three weeks in a row before he 
finally remembered to hand them out.  
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Oriole Claughton, who died late last year, was the perfect foil for 
husband Harry on many a midweek tramp. Harry, who died last June, 
was an early stalwart of Wednesday and then Thursday tramping. As his 
obit noted, Oriole usually accompanied him on trips. 
 
Travellers include … Andra and Andy Beck to India; John and Lauren 
Newton to Oz; Barbara and Jim Gordon to Tasmania - hoping to find 
Julie Kearse's home town. 
 
Dee Ess thought he was onto a good thing when a young American 
tramper departed from Martin's Bay hut, apparently leaving behind a 
rather attractive jacket which fitted him perfectly. But Brenda Martin 
rained on his parade soon after by announcing the jacket was hers. 
 
Where did you spend Christmas Day? Barbara and Jim Gordon packed a 
ham sandwich and ate it at Blyth Hut.    
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Burtton’s Track 

Taumarunui Trip  
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Tangimoana 

Rewi Alley’s Cottage 
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BOMBS at Mosquito Point 

The plank carry, Mangaturuturu 
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Celebrating Christmas  
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Condolences 
      We convey our condolences to the following members of our     
tramping family… 
  Brian Heywood on the death of Margaret. (see obituary on page 20).  
  Barry Hopper on the death of his mother, Pearl. 
  The Claughton family on the death of Oriole. 
  Ron Chapman on the death of his wife, Joan.   
     We apologise if we have overlooked any deaths. 

Tom Luff  Booklet Out Soon 
  
 The Tom Luff memorial booklet is scheduled to be launched at the club 
meeting on 1st  March 2017 at the Tramping Club meeting. This coincides 
with the 30th anniversary of the Great Stove Carry-in to Mangaturuturu 
hut, orchestrated by Tom. 
 
  The booklet will be packed with Tom's poems and writings as well as 
many photographs of Tom and writings about him.  According to our 
proofreader,“After going  through Tom's Book, I can report that it is a 
great, laugh-out-loud little book .“ I t will be a limited edition and available on 
order only, at $5.00.  

  To secure a copy contact Treasurer, Dorothy 
Symes at dorothy@displayassociates.co.nz or 
phone 345 7039 by 7th February 2017.  
Payment can be made to WTC Inc, PO Box 
7324 Wanganui, or online to bank ac No 03 
0791 055 7162 03. 
 
I f posting out is required, please add $2.00. 
 
MEMBERS:  ‘Word of mouth’ is always a good 
way to get messages out. Please could you help by 
spreading the word, especially to those who do not 
receive Tramper or club emails.  
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Enjoy the Awa’s Lower Reaches 
  Esther Williams can't get enough of the Whanganui River and she plans 
another canoeing weekend on March 25-26, this time on the lower 
reaches. The trip involves canoeing from Pipiriki to Omaka, staying at 
Downes Hut en route. We hire kayaks from the local canoe club. 
  Esther says there will be one long day followed by a half day and 
describes the trip as moderate/ fit. Phone her at 347 8456 or email her at  

 
1 None as the species never            
managed to cross Foveaux Strait 
2. Mount Aspiring National Park 
3. Coffee family 
4. Horopito (pepper tree) 
 

 
5. Hector's dolphin 
6. Whakapapa -- 11 lifts 
7. Poroporo 
8. M t Kilimanjaro in Tanzania 
9. "only a fool does it twice" 
10. 1755 

Quiz Answers 
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Keep those trip reports and photos coming in 
  
We’ve taken a look at trip reports and have come up with some 
  guidelines: 
 Include date of tramp, destination, leader and any information you 

think may be useful 
 Be concise and avoid longwinded detail 
 Include a highlight or two (maybe an item of interest for  Longdrop??) 
 No need to include names of participants if more than one vanload 
 Keep reports short: a quarter-page for one day tramp is ideal 
 Please remember to send along photos you think would go well   
 
No email? Handwritten contributions are perfectly acceptable. We’d like to 
see more general items too, snippets you think would be amusing and inter-
esting. 

All contributions to    j.prier@paradise.net.nz 
 

The BOMBS   (“Butts on Mountain Bikes” ?)  
 Tuesday morning bike-and-coffee expeditions continue to attract 
newcomers, and a group of 20-plus is the norm.  At least seven or eight 
have acquired new bikes as a result of this group, and a few spouses are 
being roped in as well. (If you can’t beat ‘em join ‘em.)  And old bikes 
have been exhumed from cobwebby garages to see a new day. 
  The new pathway along the riverbank is a smooth highway and a 
pleasure to ride.  A recent trip took time out to visit the riverboat Otonui, 
being restored next to Qwest. 
   The weekly rides continued over the holidays, allaying vestiges of guilt 
from Christmas gluttony. A wet ride in January was surprisingly 
pleasant: rain but no wind, and a Dorothy morning tea after.    
  At the end of January, 12 are taking club trailer to Raetihi, returning to 
Jerusalem to stay overnight at the convent.  Gentle Annie next day will 
surely separate the sheep from the goats. 
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PHOTO COMPETITION RULES 2017 
 

The deadline each year is on the April club night, 
with the results on the M ay club night meeting. 

 
1. All entrants must be financial members of the club at 

the time of the competition. 
2. All prints must have been taken on club or private 

mountain biking outings and tramping trips within NZ. 
3. Entries must not have been entered in any previous club competition. 
4. Prints must be taken by the member entering them in the  

competition. 
5. Photographs must have been taken within the previous two years. 
6. Prints may have a title but the competitor’s name must not appear on 

the print 
7. A very brief description stating where the photograph was taken to be 

included with or on the entries. 
8. Entrants are to write on the front of the envelope their name, class 

(Novice or Open), and the category in which the print is being  
entered. A separate envelope should be used for each category. 

9. There are two classes: Novice and Open -  entrants who have won a 
category in Novice will only be in the Open class. 

10.Categories are: 
  Human Interest within NZ: Anything that involves people 
  Pictorial within NZ: Landscapes, views (people can be included). 
  Natural History within NZ: Landforms, flora and fauna. 
  Overseas: Your choice of overseas subjects. 

11.Natural History entries are defined as: non-domestic animal life, 
trees and flowers - native, ferns, fungi, anything geological or  
meteorological, and scenes or views as long as they do not contain 
signs of human intervention (no people, buildings, fences etc.) 

12.Entries are limited to 2 per person, per category (total of 8) 
      Print entries to be forwarded to the Organiser as well as, where  

possible, digital images  via e-mail, or flash drive. 
 

    The late Margaret Walford for many years organised this  popular photo 
competition and indeed won the Raewyn Doughty “Boot Award” for her efforts. 
Basil Hooper has agreed to carry on Margaret’s legacy and will be looking for your 
best photos for this year’s awards. 
 
 
Organiser:   Basil Hooper     ph 346  5597 
            email  baz.hooper@clear.net.nz   
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BOOKING SYSTEM IN RUAHINE 
   
Two popular huts in Ruahine Forest Park -- Rangiwahia (13 bunks) and 
Sunrise (20 bunks) -- now have a bunk-booking system which DOC 
says it needed to help cope with the increasingly busy summer months. 
Backcountry hut pass holders can use their hut pass numbers to create a 
booking by contacting any DOC booking office. Hut tickets will still be 
accepted. Bookings are open now until Easter weekend 2017.  
  We are assured that if you happen to show up unplanned or in a storm, 
or change your route and you haven't booked, you can still use the huts. 
  Meanwhile, there has been a negative response to the closure of the 
DOC Ongaonga field base and 
the relocation of the two 
rangers there to Palmerston 
North. Local trampers 
complain they have lost the 
immediate response to any 
issues in the area. 
 

Rangiwahia Hut 
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TT2 Trip Reports 
TT2 morning walks around Wanganui 
Carolyn Shingleton 
 
  13 October - 28 people followed Barbara Gordon around the streets of  
St John’s Hill to look at colourful spring gardens.  A lovely sunny day and 
morning tea was enjoyed at Barbara and Jim’s beautiful garden. 
 
  27 October - 20 people met at the Splash Centre and walked around the 
streets of Springvale and Tawhero, then up Parsons Street Hill to Julie 
and Trevor Kearse’s home.  Julie and Trevor kindly opened up their 
beautiful garden for the morning tea break, and those who had not been 
there before were treated to a house tour. A little cloudy and damp but 
brilliant sunshine while we had morning tea. 
 
  10 November - 20 people met M itre 10 car park, walked over Cobham 
Bridge, around Putiki, up the Braeburn steps and around Durie Hill. 
Morning tea was enjoyed on the steps of the Memorial Tower. 
 
  24 November - Barbara led 22 up the hill via the Nun’s Walk to St Johns 
Hill in beautiful weather. 
 
  8 December - 26 people caught the bus to Aramoho School.  We walked 
back via the river, across the Railway Bridge, morning tea at Kowhai 
Park, then Cobham Bridge and back into town. 
 
  22 December – Last one for the year, we walked around Westmere Lake 
and then on to Bason Reserve for a Christmas Picnic and a walk around 
the reserve.  There were 39 of us, including 10 grandchildren. 
 

 

                        Billy Tea to Scroggin 
   

     Following the death of Tom Luff aka Dubbin, we changed that name 
for the monthly M idweek tramping column to Billy Tea. With the death 
of co-author Marg Walford, Billy Tea has become Scroggin. Dee Ess will 
supply this column but would be happy if any other clubbie might like to 
share this column with him month about. Let him know. 
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W.T.C. Trip Reports 

Zeke’s Hut, Hihitahi Reserve 
Wed 19 Oct 2016 
Scribe:  Graham Sutcliffe 
   The track crosses farmland, enters the bush and winds its way to a high 
point (once supporting a trig) with good views of the surrounding 
countryside - especially Ruapehu. From here the track winds its way 
down the other side to the hut.  We pass at times very good bush although 
realising it was not that far from surrounding farmland.  Today the track 
was fine because of little previous rain but it’s not advisable in wet 
conditions.  Allow a good 5½ hours for this trip, not including lunch. 
  Those out for the day were:  Andra & Andy Beck, Bryan Shaw, David 
Davidson, David Scoullar, Diane Harries, Esther Williams, John 
Hamling, Ken Howie, Kevin Ross, Laurel Stowell, Margret McKinnon, 
Royce Johnson, Sandy Glennie, Sue Haden, Suzanne Roberts, and 
leaders Barry Hopper & Graham Sutcliffe. 
 
Tangimoana Beach and Forest 
Thur 20 Oct 2016 
Scribe:  Fred Verschoor 
   Twenty-seven drove off in light rain, which cleared by the time we 
reached Tangimoana.  There was little wind for a brisk walk south along 
the beach. We found a sheltered hollow in the sand dunes for our lunch 
stop, before returning through pine forest.  This was a great walk with 
fabulous views, marred only by trash littering the beach – glass, tins, 
bottles, beer cans, plastic.  The ice-cream stop was at Tangimoana store 
located in the attractive little village.  Most of us had never been to 
‘Tangi’ before, making for a special and very enjoyable day. 
 
South Beach 
Mon 24 Oct 2016 
Scribe: Dave Scoullar 
  You don't often get a good beach day in windy October, but this one 
turned out to be a beaut. The seven punters started at the very relaxed 
hour of 10am and walked for two and a half hours towards the 
Whangaehu River, observing lots of other Labour Monday activities on 
the beach, including fishing, boating, four wheel drive cars and 
motorbikes. 
  The kids found one and half sharks (small) and lots of shells while the 
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adults talked about adult things and enjoyed the warm and near calm 
conditions.  
  On trip: Dave Scoullar (leader), Steve Hormann, Ross McBeth and 
grandchildren Ina (8) and Grace (10), and Maurice and Sue M ildenhall. 
 
Wairaka Walkway, Pukerua Bay to Plimmerton 
Wed 26 Oct 2016 
Scribe:  Sue Haden 
  Twenty-three hardy souls departed 7am to walk the Wairaka Walkway, 
a 9.2km coastal route from Pukerua Bay Beach to Plimmerton - ably 
driven by Barry and M ike C.  Two hours later we parked at Pukerua Bay 
railway station and with the wind at our backs, zigzagged down to the 
foreshore, ably led by Barbara Gordon who resided in the hills of Pukerua 
from 1969 to 2005. 
  The walk was fairly laboured and tough on the ankles, over stones and 
rock, an outgoing tide (thanks Earle), and much to Barbara’s delight a 
rough sea. Kapiti and Mana Islands periodically exposed themselves 
between odd light showers but the South Island was not visible. Chivalry 
from George and Dick who helped the ladies (and some men) over a 
particularly tricky rocky section, otherwise it was plain sailing to the 
Moana Rd shingle. Then tarsealed promenade in Plimmerton where 
Earle was quite taken with a mannequin of a young lady with a short 
dress displayed in a resident’s window!  At one point we had our hopes 
up for a piecart stop when we stumbled across an (occupied) blue caravan 
tucked under the cliff face at lunchtime. 
  Caught the train back to the van, free for gold card holders and a whole 
$3.00 for those U-65 and those who forgot their cards.  Ice-cream stop at 
Te Horo (no George, your gold card does not get you a free ice-cream) 
and home. Thank you Dorothy for ably and willingly stepping up to help 
me lead my first trip.  Much appreciated parrrrrdner! 
 
Rhodo Ramble, Taranaki 
Sat 29 Oct 2016 
Scribe:  Sandra Rogers 
  We had a variety of places to see on this trip.  First up was The Village 
Gallery in Eltham, an exhibition of pottery and mixed media by three 
different artists - mainly modern art.  Second, Abstract Signs Garden Art 
– photos on corrugated iron and some lovely scenes from around 
Taranaki. Third, Regan House - an established English style garden with 
a 1910 villa, beautifully set out with ‘rooms’ of gardens.  Fourth, Mosen’s 



44 The Wanganui Tramper                        February - April 2017  44 

 

garden, a mature 1½ acre town garden with a stream and extensively 
planted bog garden. A wonderful lunch stop and lots of lovely areas to 
explore. 
  Fifth, Hollard Gardens, the pick of them all - a 4.5 hectare property 
established in 1927. Lovely walks through mature and intimate gardens 
and then, by contrast, the openness and diversity of the large lawn area; 
wonderful flowers. 
  On the trip were Sandra Rogers, Dorothy Symes, Beverley Sinclair, 
Brenda Baxter, Doris Hamling, Irene Back, Jeanette Maskery, Jeanette 
Prier, Lynette Gordon, Mary Halberson, Pam Watson. 
 
Burtton’s Track, Tararua Forest Park 
Wed 2 Nov 2016 
Scribe: Cherry Channon 
  Despite a dodgy weather forecast, 20 keen trampers were keen to stretch 
their legs and we headed off  at 7am for Burtton's Track inland from 
Shannon.  Burtton's Track is the historical trail built over 100 years ago by 
Jim Burtton and it follows the Tokomaru River. 
  We crossed a number of  streams and by late morning the rain became 
persistent so we didn't make it to Burtton's whare for lunch. Being aware 
that streams would be rising due to the rain, we decided to return to the 
vans which is just as well as one of  our members became unwell.  We 
thought the PLB may have to be used to summon medical assistance but 
our 'hero' was adamant that as long as he could take it slowly he could 
walk out – and he did!   
  He perked up as soon as he had changed into dry clothes and was warm. 
On reaching Wanganui we took him directly to hospital where his wife 
and medical staff  were waiting and we left him in good hands.   He 
assures us that he will be back tramping as soon as possible. 
 
Burtton’s Track 
2 November 2016 
Scribe:  Graham Ellett 
  Tramping. Doing it right. Why do we do it?  Most Wednesdays I go 
tramping. Why?  Is it the 'thrill of  the chase?' The sense of  achievement 
from reaching a specific destination (hut, peak, trig, the rimu tree we saw 
three years ago), and the bull**** (ie, stimulating conversation) from 
whoever in the back seat? 
  Some people get fit at the gym or by climbing Durie Hill steps. To walk 
through nature on Wednesday suits me fine. The outings, company, and  
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changes of  scenery replenish my soul and recharge my batteries for the week. 
  There are so many locations and destinations to choose from each week. 
Sharing the decisions, costs and driving makes it possible. Training new 
members, developing navigation skills  ...the challenges, organising, and 
the abuse, of  course (!)  We are central to a great assortment of  
mountains, beaches, farms, rivers and bushland and have built up an 
energetic tramping club. 
   On a recent trip early November I  was reminded why I choose to go out 
with such a great team. I’d had an enjoyable morning walk, lots of  rain 
and lots of  jokes. The afternoon, however, turned to ****.weatherwise - 
and healthwise. My stamina dwindled, then disappeared. I  got 'there' but 
what a struggle to 'get back'. Tail-end Charlie encouraged me on, but to 
little avail. My health worsened and with the PLB close at hand, I  pushed 
on with what energy I could summon. I  have read about losses involving 
fit trampers in the wilderness and it was worrying realising I was so close 
to being one of  them. 
  Many thanks to all on the Burtton Track, those who took my pulse and 
pack and all who were patient and encouraging. I  am so glad that I  had 
you with me. Thanks, thank you, thanks again.  See you on the track next 
time.  Kind regards, Graham Ellett. 
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Upper Hutt 
3 – 6 Nov 2016 
Scribe:  Jan Pavarno 
  After the obligatory coffee and shopping stop at Otaki, we got to the 
Kiwi 10 Holiday Park in Upper Hutt, where we had very comfortable 
accommodation.  After lunch we walked across the footbridge and down 
the true right side of the Hutt River, hoping to get as far as Moonshine 
Bridge.  However we didn’t quite get there, as the Whakatiki River was 
a bit deep to cross, so returned to Camp. 
  4th Nov: Walked in to Turere Hut on the Oronorongo River, along the 
Orongorongo Valley. A beautiful benched track through lovely 
forest.  Ideal tramping weather with slightly overcast and occasional 
sunshine, and a most enjoyable walk. 
  5th Nov:  Met Ann Royl at the Hill Rd entrance of Belmont Regional 
Park and followed the Hill Farm Rd up to the WWII ammunition 
magazine.  Lovely views over towards Pauatahanui and back to the Hutt 
Valley and the inner harbour.  Followed the Old Coach Road for a 
while, then down via the Bull Run, back to the van.  The Bull Run is a 
cycle track that is very steep and it beats me how they could stay on their 
bikes let alone ride downhill !!! 
  6th Nov: Met Ann at Whites Line East and walked up the easy graded 
benched Te Whitu Firebreak Track to the Summit Road, where there 
were lovely views over to Wainuiomata and back over the Hutt 
Valley.  Followed the ECNZ Road up a short but very steep climb to the 
unmarked Dry Creek Zigzag track.  I t was quite steep down and fairly 
slippery after light rain, so the bum brakes were in occasional use. 
  The trip was cut short so that we could come back and farewell our 
good friend Margy Walford, who will be sadly missed. Many thanks to 
driver Jacky. 
  Those on the trip: Jacky E, Helen A,  June W, Pam W, Bev S, Kate J, 
Jeanette P, Jan P.  
 
Penn Creek 
Sat-Sun 5-6 Nov 2016 
Scribe:  Shane McCulloch 
  I t was a bit of a damp day as we left for Otaki Forks, but a nice walk up 
to Field Hut for lunch.  About three-quarters of an hour above Field was 
our turnoff down to Penn Creek, a steep downhill track. We arrived just 
ahead of heavy rain. We had the hut to ourselves until six Victoria 
University students turned up. 
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  Next morning we had breakfast and were gone by nine (students still in 
bed).  I  noticed the old track, out of action for some years, had been 
recut for predator control but not marked.  Somebody decided it would 
be a good idea to go out that way.  We had trouble finding markers, had 
to use ropes to climb up out of the creeks and the slip faces were very 
unstable.  However 9½ hours later, with five minutes for lunch, we 
made it (Shane McCulloch, M ike Cole, Val Wackrow). 
 
Old Ghost Road 
9-13 November 2016 
Scribe: Esther Williams 
   M isty rain, thunder, fault lines, slips, swollen streams and mild 
temperatures and more we experienced on our five day trip off the Buller 
Gorge arriving north west at Seddonville, Westland: Sue and Ian Haden, 
Brigitte Hund and Esther Williams. Every day provided a new scene of 
rolling hills and long red beech-clad valleys. Tree trunks covered with 
luxurious lichens and amazing mosses bore witness to the damp climate. 
We began at The Lyell, passing skeletons of gold settlements and rusty 
abandoned equipment. Fully loaded people plodding upward for 18 km 
took seven hours. En route, discreet signs showed spots where cell phone 
coverage was possible, challenging corners for cyclists had red 
exclamation marks both sides of S bends. Not one cyclist had a bell.  
  Roomy Lyell Saddle Hut held comfortable bunks, gas cooker, pots and 
blue Briscoes plates. One feature of the OGR Trust accommodation was 
composting toilets that worked! Further along, we appreciated the cabin 
accommodation complete with mosquito nets and drafts.   Along the 
tops grew droopy-leaved dracophyllum, the Dr Seuss tree.  Each leg of 
the walk had its resident weka, nosing near walkers but not demanding. 
Birds seen and heard over the five days: kea, rifleman, bellbird, tui, 
whitehead, robin, grey warbler, kereru, paradise shelduck, shining and 
long tailed cuckoos, kakariki, whio (blue duck), and one very loud and 
repetitive thrush. The area was 1080’d in 2015, a coup for the West 
Coast.  
  Two days spent on the tops with dripping to soaking rain and a light 
southerly. The rose granite had endured dynamiting to push the track 
through dramatic landscapes: huge named rocks and slips. After our 
Ghost Lake second night we loved the top-of-the-world feeling till we 
met a sign which drew attention to the demands of making the trail: 200 
steps to descend. Think of the cyclists going the other way who had to 
carry bike and gear. On our third night at Stern Hut several groups of 
drenched cyclists appeared and the main and summer huts were full. 
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Oh, dear. Double booking, in which people had to squeeze up. Even in 
this remote country we heard the result of the USA election. Brigitte: 
“People like you and me benefit from those who over cater!!” Did 
anyone see a bag of dinners left behind in a summer hut? 
  The Trust had warned about mud from Stern to Specimen huts so we 
wondered the quality: like Tararua or Stewart Island? It posed no 
problem to walkers, but the swollen creeks caused some hesitation. 
Mokihinui Forks Hut, I  had decided, was a sufficient day of walking, 
22km. The Old DOC Hut relocated had words warning about sandflies 
and the felling of an ancient kahikatea plus a slippery slope to the toilet. 
Thoughtfully placed, a tap alongside the track allows cyclists to clean 
their bikes. Farm land opposite was ungrazed. In the night a kiwi called 
three times answered by a rowdy out-of-tune gang of local weka.  
  Up and away on our only dry day, crossing new bridges, still in the 
lush forest we admired the seething Mokihinui river. This awa was saved 
from hydro-electric power generation by conservationers a few years 
ago. We had noticed Powelliphanta shells, empty by the track. An 
interpretation board explained the preservation of these critters: they are 
sumo wrestlers of the snail world eating worms as we do spaghetti, 
nocturnal and hermaphrodite laying 5 to 10 1.2-centimetre long eggs a 
year. The southwest Nelson area abounds with these natives. Look 
under leaf litter and the base of flax for the live ones. Back in gold town 
territory with signs of rusty machinery and modern track maintenance 
digger and rock crusher. Finally another 19km in seven hours and we 
were at the eastern end of Seddonville getting our key from the new 
Rough and Tumble Lodge and seeking --- icecream!!  
  Just after midnight in Westport, dead tired, we experienced a swaying 
creaking 7.8 earthquake to the east. Evacuation to outside, standing on 
sticky magnolia petals which we carted indoors. We enjoyed the 
ambience of Tripinn: a separate TV room, a sitting room with comfy 
chairs and a glowing coal furnace which warmed the heaters on the 
bunkroom walls. 
  We were very concerned about club members walking the OGR, 
comforted by the fact we heard a helicopter daily whilst walking. 
Apparently this fault-rich area is very well known to the pilot. He flew 
over checking the huts. When he couldn’t land in the mist, he received a 
thumbs-up from the occupants. Bravo!!! 
 
Stats: Petrol and Ferry $266 (1800 km).  Trail accommodation $95. 
Campgrounds and hostel 5 nights $166.  Lyell to Lyell Saddle 18km 7 
hours. Lyell Saddle to Ghost Lake 12km 5 hours. Ghost Lake to Stern 
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Valley 13km 5 hours. Stern Valley to Seddonville 19km 7 hours. Total 
62km /  24 hours walking. Limited accommodation en route provides a 
wilderness experience. 
 
Ruahines –Toka Trig 
Wednesday 16 November 2016 
Scribe: Bruce Thomas 
   Not many starters for this trip, with weather not very promising. 
Crossing Coal Creek at the start of the track was no problem and we all 
decided to go up Shorts Track with the option of carrying on when we 
reached the tussock, depending on weather conditions. 
   While in cover of the bush it was quite pleasant and some of the group 
chose to go on to the top. But it was not so good up on the top, in fact it 
was terrible. Being unable to find the start of the track northwards along 
the ridge, the obvious option was to retrace our steps and head back into 
the bush. 
   After lunch in a nice sheltered spot we carried on down via the 
Dearford track and back to the van. In spite of the weather it was still an 
enjoyable day. 
The group was Bruce, Dave S, Juliet, Laurel, George and Margret. 
 
North Egmont circuit 
Wed 23 Nov 2016 
Scribe: Juliet Kojis 
  A picture-perfect day in Egmont National Park was appreciated by a 
good turnout of enthusiasts. The circuit followed was from North 
Egmont, along the RMT to Jacob's Ladder, across to Tahurangi Lodge, 
down to Maketawa Hut and back through the bush to the van. 
  There were plenty of stops to admire the views and take photographs. 
Lunch was at Tahurangi Lodge. We also stopped at the Hut. The track 
was in good condition. A six hour day. 
  On trip: Juliet, Helen, Andra, Ian, Barry, David B, Bruce, Suzanne, 
Cherry, Royce, Diane, Esther, Dick, Chris, Graham S, Dave T, George, 
Heather, Jeanette, Pippa, Derek and John H.       
 
Lake Dive Hut, Egmont National Park 
Wed 20 Nov 2016 
Scribe:  Diane Harries 
  An intrepid group (Esther Williams, Bruce Thomas, Cherry Channon, 
Kevin Ross, Diane Harries and Royce Johnson) set off to reach Lake 
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Dive Hut. Unfortunately, it was too wet and windy to go up above tree 
cover, so we abandoned plan A to use the Upper Track, and took the 
Lower Track instead. The white flowers of the clematis were absolutely 
stunning, as was the rich green of trees, ferns, mosses and lichens.  
  We reached the hut after three and a half hours of hard tramping along 
a track with many obstacles and stream crossings. We were too wet for 
more than a short break for lunch at the hut and a glimpse of the lake, 
before heading back along the track which was now even wetter and 
muddier. However, must say I really enjoyed this challenging seven hour 
tramp as I hadn’t been to Lake Dive before, and our group had so much 
fun! 
 
Kahui Hut and beyond 
Sat 3 Dec 2016 
Scribe: Dave Scoullar 
  Dry weather over the preceding days meant a relatively dry track up to 
Kahui Hut in Egmont National Park. After that we took a hunting track 
heading for Black Rock on the bush edge but stopped just short for lunch 
with coastal views in pleasant sunshine. 
  The return to the van was uneventful apart from meeting four DOC 
workers clearing pellets from the tracks following a 1080 drop two days 
earlier. A six hour day. 
  On trip: Dave Scoullar (leader), Ady Gilbert, Margaret Silverwood, 
Brigitte Hund, Nikki and Kurt (14) Wink, Graeme Aitken and Ridgway 
Lythgoe. 
 
Whakapapa Village to Whakapapaiti Hut, M t Ruapehu 
Wed 7 Dec 2016 
Scribe: Barry Hopper 
  This was a crossover tramp led by Graham Sutcliffe and Barry Hopper 
with 19 trampers and two vans. Departed clubrooms 7am picking up 
Brenda on SH4 at the Te Rimu Rd intersection and continuing on to 
Whakapapa Village where the uphill group of nine led by myself started 
from. The downhill group of ten led by Graham carried on up the Bruce 
Road to the point where the Whakapapaiti track rejoins Bruce Road, 
just below the Top of the Bruce, for their starting point. 
  The uphill group departed Whakapapa Village at 9.10am with very 
pleasant tramping conditions, warm with total overcast. Up through 
beautiful bush with many little bridges over streams. A quick morning 
tea and on up the Whakapapaiti Valley where we crossed over with the 
downhill group and exchanged keys etc. A lot of board walks going up 
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the valley and an encounter with several overseas tourists coming down 
from their Round the Mountain tramp. 
  Just below the Whakapapaiti Hut it was our turn to cross the 
Whakapapaiti stream.  What, NO bridge, what’s this?  However the 
water was SO cold and refreshing it gave us our second wind and it was 
on up to the hut for a very welcome lunch break. 
  Then, back on the track and up the zigzag to the top of the ridge out of 
the valley where we stopped to catch our breath. The wind started to get 
up and because it was so exposed it started to get quite cold, so we 
carried on over to the Bruce Road and shelter of the van arriving here at 
2.15pm. 
  Back down the Bruce Road and through the Whakapapa Village where 
we saw the downhill group at their van. We carried on down into 
Raetihi and were half way through our ice-creams when the other van 
drove past the end of the main street. What, NO ice-creams for them?  
So it was back to town, petrol and water and back to the WTC 
clubrooms arriving first at 4.30pm - and we had ICE-CREAM. 
   Those who enjoyed a great day out were: 
Uphill Group: Andra Beck, Barry Hopper, Bruce Thomas, Cherry 
Channon, David Taylor, Ian Kirk, John Hamlin, John Smith and Royce 
Johnson. 
Downhill Group: Brenda Collins, David Scoullar, Dick M itchell, George 
Neill, Graham Sutcliffe, Jeanette Prier, Juliet Kojis, Nelson Tizard, 
Suzanne Roberts and Robert Lakeland. 
 
Taumarunui Weekend 
Sat-Sun 10-11 Dec 2016 
Scribe: Dave Scoullar 
  Two new day tramps with the Taumarunui Tramping Club were giant 
pluses for the seven clubbies on a weekend on which the weather gods 
did not always look kindly on us. 
  Day one: We meet TTC at the Rotopounamu car park and drive 
towards Turangi, a short distance to the Te Ponanga Saddle where the 
M t Tihia track begins. After a marked climb through thick bush for just 
over an hour we reach the alpine slopes and a rock outcrop. Sadly, there 
is lots of clag and no chance of the promised views so we decide to 
retreat. 
  Plan B is to visit Lake Rotopounamu and we whizz around in two 
hours -- always a good walk. On to Taumarunui where we settle in the 
camp ground and then, despite persistent drizzle, enjoy a festive BBQ 
with the TTC.  
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  Day two: A day of wind and intermittent rain, hail and sleet but good 
for all that! From Whakapapa Village our TTC guide Peter leads us up 
the Ridge Track and then along the crest of the ridge until the 
headwaters of the Wairere Stream. Down beside the stream to the RMT, 
close to Taranaki Falls, and then back along this track to our van. A 
tramp of about five hours.  
  Thanks TTC for hospitality and we now have two more potential day 
walks for our future itinerary.  
  On trip: Dave Scoullar, Dorothy Symes, Ken Howie, Barbara Francis, 
Esther Williams, Earle Turner and Val Wackrow. 
  Footnote: WTC did a day walk to Mt Tihia in 1995 and Marg Walford's trip 
report enthused over the "fabulous views" and "wonderful sights".   
 
Flowers and Waterfalls, Ruapehu 
Sat 17 Dec 2016 
Scribe: Barbara Gordon 
  Where were you?  Only four for Basil’s trip, and you missed a cracker.  
Warm, calm and sunny, and Taranaki on the horizon.   
  Branching off Mangaturuturu Hut track towards the northwest, we 
spent six happy hours among rocks, waterfalls and alpine flora.  Why 
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didn’t I count stream crossings and the high waterfalls:  a dozen or 
fifteen at least. This area of Ruapehu is seldom visited and we saw nary 
a soul. Celmisia daisies were breaking their buds, but what we were 
really after was the mountain buttercup.  Would we find it?  And then, 
hiding at the base of a waterfall, to our delight we found one solitary 
Ranunculus insignis.    
  Rest breaks were taken on high lookouts with the whole world beneath 
us.  We four lizards basked on warm flat rockfaces to digest lunch, shut-
eyed to the sound of rushing water.   
  After an afternoon negotiating sheer cliffs, rock-hopping and 
mountaingoatery - and the slaying of a rogue Pinus contorta - the 
expedition ended with a bang at Tom’s Garden.  And all at once we saw 
a crowd, a host of golden buttercups, bright yellow in the afternoon sun.   
  Thank you Basil for leading us into this special part of Ruapehu that 
few know of.  I  enjoyed too the company of fellow mountain goats, 
Tracey Hooper and M ike M iller. My best tramp in a long while. 
Absolutely. 
 
Whangaehu River M outh 
Wed 21 Dec 2016 
Scribe: Cherry Channon 
   Today was a tramp of  two halves!  Margret McKinnon led a party of  
nine to Mangaturuturu Hut and Cherry led a group of  sixteen to the 
Whangaehu River Mouth. 
  It was a stunning summer’s day.  After a short drive to the end of  
Whangaehu River Road we headed across farmland and into a pine 
forest where we enjoyed morning tea in the welcome shade.  Walking 
south-west we traversed sand dunes covered in scrubby beach plants 
including coastal flax, gorse and grasses, after which we skirted a large 
field until we reached the Turakina River.    
  We then followed a rough farm track which eventually brought us to 
the sea gulls' nesting ground.   Adult gulls wheeled overhead raucously 
voicing their displeasure at our intrusion while we were entertained by 
grey furry bundles of  chicks, ranging from newly hatched to ‘teenagers’, 
who waddled to their hiding places among the dunes and grasses.    
  Whilst being cooled by a soft onshore breeze we walked along the 
driftwood-scattered beach to the Turakina River Mouth.  This was our 
lunch destination after which we enjoyed a leisurely stroll to the 
Whangaehu River Mouth, then crossed farmland back to the WTC van 
for an early afternoon finish. 
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Opunake Walkway 
Wed 28 Dec 2016 
Scribe and Leader: Dorothy Symes 
  This walkway is the longest in South Taranaki and was chosen as an 
ideal outing for this time of the year, with 22 taking advantage of what 
promised to be a lovely fine day. We set out at 8am and travelled via 
Hawera and along the Surf Highway to Opunake. There we turned left 
down Layard Street to walk around the lake. We set a pace that allowed 
the group to take advantage of the historical interpretation boards 
explaining the hydroelectricity once sourced there, along with a vegetable 
garden which supplied the Armed Constabulary and early  
settlers. Also of interest was the (now) home for the elderly, the birth  
place of Peter Snell and Jim Bolger.  
   Eventually we reached the coast and continued along the cliff tops and 
on to the Waiaua River Mouth, before turning inland over paddocks that 
were once the Opunake domain. All was well marked and easy to follow.  
  Now back to the lake we descended to Opunake Beach. We carried on 
for the length of the beach which is a well manicured, popular holiday 
park and playground, finally going up onto the clifftops again and 
walking past Opunake Cemetery towards the Te Namu Pa. This is the site 
of a famous battle where 800 Waikato Maori were repelled in a month-
long siege against a single rifle. Before crossing the Otahi Stream we 
dropped down to a very rugged and picturesque coast (not suitable for 
swimming), offering a boulder-hopping challenge. Finally, on to smooth 
beach into M iddleton Bay and past the fishing buildings. Then up to the 
cliff tops again, heading into the main street of Opunake and reaching the 
vans to make our way home.  A great relaxed family day out in the sea 
breezes. 
  
Beehive Creek 
Sat 31 Dec 2016 
Scribe:  Sandra Rogers 
   Last tramp for the year. Beautiful sunny weather saw 12 head off for 
Beehive Creek.  I  checked the DOC site prior to going and they said the 
track would be cleaned up before summer. Remember the Tui Advert?  
Yeah Right! Well, Yeah Right it was. The track hadn’t been touched for a 
long time. 
  However, it was still a very pleasant tramp following the stream along in 
the Pohangina Valley. The windfalls weren’t hard to negotiate, but I feel 
the blackberry will make the tramp difficult in a year’s time if it isn’t dealt 
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with. This is a lovely tramp in hot weather as you are in ankle deep water 
quite a lot and good shade. 
  Thank you to all for your company and to Ross McBeth for his good 
driving. 
 
Waitahinga Trails 
Mon 2 Jan 2017 
Scribe: Dave Scoullar 
  The first trip of 2017 was headed for Castle Rock in the Kaimanawa but 
when a poor forecast ruled that out we reached for Plan B and had a 
pleasant day on the Waitahinga Trails despite occasional drizzle. Though 
a little overgrown in places, the track to the dam is in mostly good shape. 
However, the steep downward section from the nail tree is definitely 
dodgy after rain and rerouting should be a priority.  
  The nine on this trip were: Dave Scoullar (leader), Ridgway Lythgoe, 
Kate Jones, Barbara Francis, Dorothy Symes, Sandra Rogers, Shari and 
Ian Thompson, and Susan Marr. 
 
Parapara to M angamahu 
Wed 4 Jan 2017 
Scribe: Bruce Thomas 
  Only just into the New Year, with some people on trips away or 
otherwise tied up, we still managed enough for a crossover from Okapua 
on the Parapara to M itre Peaks on the Mangamahu side.   
  Having people in each group familiar with the route is sometimes easier 
said than done but it also meant that quite few people went somewhere 
new to them. The eastward group had a reasonably easy walk up 
zigzagging farm tracks with a few communal decisions on the way. The 
westward group took quite a different route from the usual one, going up 
through the centre which they all agreed was easier going with better 
views. We met right at the top, had lunch together, swapped keys and 
went on our respective ways. Another good day. 
  Those taking part were; Bruce, Cherry and husband Johnny, John 
Newton, Dave and Juliet, George, Helen, Brian Sixtus, Ken, Margret and 
David Beech   
 
Totara Reserves 
Sat 7 Jan 2017 
Scribe and leader:  Graeme Aitken 
  We left Wanganui at 7am, arriving at start of the track 8.45am. The day 
trip consisted of two walks on Pohangina Valley East Road, plus a visit  
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and small walk at the Totara Reserve Camp.  First was the Fern Walk 
through native bush, taking about two hours.  Some new structures were 
noted, including a new bridge.  The track was quite muddy – unexpected, 
as it was dry when I was there last July. 
  Second was the Pettifar and Gilchrist tracks further up the road. The first 
carpark was full while the other was empty.  Again, mostly through 
native bush with some exotic trees near the Pohangina River.  We had 
lunch by the river, watching people on the river banks and swimming.   
  Finally we moved onto the camp ground with a choice of short tracks.  
We did some, and this was a good way to finish the day.  There were a 
number of people camping. 
  Just before 3pm we left the Pohangina Valley, realising how calm it was 
there as it was a windy drive home.  Ice creams at Feilding then back in 
Wanganui by 4.30pm. 
  Those on the trip were Graeme Aitken, Nikki Wink, Phillip Kirkwood, 
Margaret Silverwood, Fred Verschoor and Jan Pavarno. 
 
Taukoro farm on the Parapara and the Harris farm, M angamahu. 
Wed 11 Jan 2017  
Scribe: John Newton 
   Trip leaders were John Newton and Kevin Ross. Two full vans of 
trampers set out for a crossover from the Taukoro farm on the Parapara to 
the Harris farm, Mangamahu. The track winding up from the Parapara 
proved to be a bit of a puffer but gave good views of the large tract of 
covenanted native bush. 
   There was one senior moment when the wrong set of van keys were 
exchanged at the summit. But Margret, in inimitable fashion, managed to 
rescue the situation. 
  After days of blustery, wet weather the day turned out to be near perfect 
for the tramp. Special thanks to farmer Phil Harris, for stapling colourful 
track markers on the route through his farm. 
      Trampers were: Ken, Barry, Bruce, David B and David S, Dick, Sue, 
George, Graham, Helen, John S, John N and John and Cherry, Juliet, 
Kevin, Laurel, Margret, M ike, Nelson, Pippa, Rozy, Victoria and Brenda. 
 
Western Line 
Thur 12 Jan 2017 
Scribe: Sandy Gibbard 
  Two vanloads set out for Jim Chesswas's property on Western Line, 
Brunswick, for the first trip of the New Year. A shorter walk than normal 
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and close to town as the club BBQ at Paloma Gardens was in the evening. 
Led by our live-wire leader, Earle, and his jokes.  
  We walked the boundaries, skirted fields of waving barley, waded 
through grassy paddocks, nodded in passing to well-fed sheep and cattle, 
and circuitously meandered gullies. An easy walk for a hot day. Throw in 
good company and expert farming wisdom that ensured the trip was 
anything but boring - in fact it was electrifying. This threw some of our 
number and they were quite shocked by the experience of negotiating 
rural fences. 
  A good day, good learning, good to be alive on a great summer's day. 
   
Blyth Hut 
Sat-Sun 14-15 Jan 2017 
Scribe: Dave Scoullar 
  This was a weekend of two halves -- great weather on Saturday and not 
so great on Sunday. Led by the four young boys, the party of 10 wandered 
into Blyth hut in Tongariro National Park, with lots of stops on the way. 
From the hut we followed the poles up onto the open mountain for well 
over an hour, almost reaching the Turoa ski field facilities. 
  On Sunday we took off after breakfast in poor weather but expecting 
heavy rain which never came. Still with plenty of fuel in the tank, most of 
the team diverted down the old Blyth track and the boys still had energy 
to tackle the climbing wall in Ohakune.  
  On trip: Dave Scoullar, Philip Kirkwood, Margaret Silverwood, Bruce 
Thomas, Aaron, Bronwyn, Jaiden, Ethan and Noah Toy, and Darcy 
Johnston. 
 
Rewi Alley’s Cottage      
Sat 14 Jan 2017 
Scribe: Dorothy Symes 

  A rescheduled tramp after one aborted last year because of wet 
weather. I  set out with a perceived understanding of the destination in the 
Moeawatea, having lived my early childhood inland from Waverley.  I  
always knew ‘The Mo-ee’ was way beyond our home and Rewi Alley was 
often talked of among our ‘olds’. After passing the old Post Office, it was 
clear we had better ask for directions. Back we go to SH3 and turn right 
into Kohi Road just north of Waverley. So, an adventure to start with.    

  From Kohi Road there was more guesswork and still an hour to 
destination. There is a network of roads, not easily defined even with the 
aid of a googled map. We were warned too, not to take too much notice 
of any Navman. A good hour later we arrived at the destination, a fork 
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that Barbara Gordon recognised from an earlier trip, heading down on 
the left. Ernie Mathews’ letterbox is another landmark. Cut into the 
ferny bank, it can be hard to spot. The sign “Closed in winter” had gone 
too. 
   At 11am, a good hour later than anticipated, 17 set off downwards to 
Rewi Alley’s cottage, an 8km journey on a well formed clay 4WD road.  
Roadworks were underway and we learned from the workmen that three 
weeks earlier there was no access due to numerous slips. The roadworks 
are being done privately for landowner access, particularly with the 
growth of beekeeping and the road will remain closed in winter. 
Weather-wise, our day was perfect. It could have been extremely hot 
had there not been some cloud and a pleasant breeze.  
  We arrived at the cottage at 1pm for lunch on the verandah.  Old farm 
buildings were explored including the woolshed, remains of vehicles, 
and a building being renovated for weekend visits. 
  Unfortunately, the cottage was locked but we could look through the 
windows. I t would be good to see the photos and displays inside. Rewi 
Alley’s family apparently visit the site at least twice a year.  
  Then time to make our way back up the 8km hill, nearly two and a half 
hours on a constant easy gradient.  Everyone, including guests Rory and 
Barbara Smith from Tamara Backpackers, thoroughly enjoyed the day.  
   Anyone wishing to repeat this experience could contact Whanganui 
Historic Places Trust or Moeawatea Rewi Alley Trust (Google!) for key 
access to cottage. We also have a more concise log of directions on 
hand. Finally, thank you Ross, for very careful driving dictated by some 
narrow and high gravel roads and tricky corners. 
 
Paloma Garden Picnic 
Thur 12 Jan 2017 
Scribe: Esther Williams 
  A van load of people plus after-work cars visited Paloma gardens for 
our first social get-together for the year. 
While Margaret L and Esther beat out the smoking flaming barbecue, 
members followed Bev round the gardens: the beautiful dell, succulents 
and garden of death (meaning the plants). 
Bev's grandsons loved kicking an oversized ball on the lawn, felling the 
rows of plastic chairs like skittles. 
  After our feed of salads and sausages, we revisited the gardens taking in 
the sculptures and marvelling at the changes over the years. 
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The Trip Leader’s Responsibilities 
 
Select the tramp you are going to lead.  If you don’t feel confident 
navigating the route, make sure well in advance there is someone who 
knows the way, to act as navigator.  You are still the leader.  Do a 
reconnaissance trip if necessary.  Obtain permission well in advance if 
you are crossing private property. 
 
Provide details of location and grading of tramp to the listed co-ordinators. 
 
Be sure those in your party are capable of doing the trip. 
 
Occasionally a newcomer will approach a trip leader directly.  
Prospective members are offered one or two try-out tramps.  Ensure they 
are properly equipped, assess fitness levels beforehand, and obtain 
their contact details for the club’s new members contact. 
 
Inform members of your party of any special needs, the starting time, 
whether trampers need anything extra.  For overnight trips organise party 
gear. 
 
Obtain a map of the area.  We have a set of maps for most of our tramps.  
 
M ake out two lists of those going:  one for you and one to be left on the 
club noticeboard.  Email the destination, brief location and list of 
participants to the four PLB contacts.  (Help with emailing this 
information is available from the club secretary.) 
 

russelld@clear.net.nz   (Russell Donaldson) 
btwtcvaux@slingshot.co.nz  (Bruce Thomas) 
tiger2@slingshot.co.nz  (Earle Turner) 
dorothy@displayassociates.co.nz  (Dorothy Symes) 

 
Get out the van(s) at least 15 minutes before departure.  Check that the 
start mileage on the trip record corresponds to the odometer reading.   I f 
you are not going to drive the van yourself, organise a volunteer driver.  
 
Collect and allocate party gear:  first aid kit, locator beacon (take two if 
a large group).  Distribute the gear fairly and sensibly. 
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Introduce new people and keep an eye on them during the day. 
 
Keep a check on the weather forecast and have a Plan B ready. 
 
M ake sure everyone knows where you are going, how you are going to 
get there, and anything of interest along the way.  Maps can be helpful to 
do this.  Appoint an experienced person as Tail End Charlie and ask 
someone to write a trip report. 
 
Once in the field everybody is responsible to help the trip run smoothly 
and safely.  However the leader has overall responsibility for the group.  
Make regular head counts, especially at places like windfalls, stream 
crossings (safety issues), farm gates, track junctions.  Everyone must stop 
and wait at any track junction. 
 
At times it may be appropriate to split the party, perhaps a slow and fast 
group.  Some might like to return to the van early, some might like to do 
a side trip.  Consider this carefully.  Is there a possibility of going off-
route?  How does the weather look?  Is there a need for communication 
between the groups?   Hand over the van keys if necessary.  Appoint a 
leader for each group and insist they do not deviate from the agreed plan.  
Suggested minimum group number is four. 
 
Keep everyone informed. 
 
On return to the van do a final head count.   Before 
driving home, work out the trip cost from the elapsed 
mileage and collect the money. 
 
Vans M UST be refueled at the end of each trip.  Drivers must ensure the 
correct fuel is used – that is, petrol or diesel. 
 
Return the van to the compound, record the final odometer reading and 
complete the trip record.  Return club gear (first aid, locator beacon).  
Report any vehicle issues to a member of the van committee.  Bank the 
money. 
 
Report to a committee member, as soon as possible, any incident/
accident on the trip which resulted in injury or damage, or which gave 
rise to concerns over safety.  Follow up with a written report of the 
incident. 
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OUT THERE DOING IT! 
 

Boots,  Packs,  Clothing,   
Sleeping Bags,  Dried Food,   

Coleman’s, Camping Accessories. 
 

Seldom beaten on  
Writ t en Quotat ions 

 

64 Carlton Avenue 
Wanganui 4500 

 

(Cnr Jackson & Alma Roads) 
 

PH: 06 348 0400      FAX: 06 348 0410 
 

EMAIL:  
wanganuihuntingandfishing@xtra.co.nz 

 
The Wanganui Tramping Club is very grateful for the continued 
support of our popular club magazine. Our members are urged 

to support you.  

mailto:wanganuihuntingandfishing@xtra.co.nz
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 WTC Officers 2016 – 2017  
LIFE M EM BERS: 
Neill Simpson,QSM     Dave Brockway         Iain Elliot Dave   Scoullar 
Doris Hamling    Derick Matthews    Colin Watson 
 
FOUNDING M EM BER—               Margaret McGuire 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
PRESIDENT                    Val Wackrow                027 688 8801  
                                                                                                         or 06 212 0910    
VICE  PRESIDENT          Margret McKinnon     344  4868 
IM M . PAST  PRESIDENT          Bruce Thomas      345 6532 
SECRETARY           Frances Gibbons     345 8952 
TREASURER and  
     COM M UNICATIONS        Dorothy Symes      345 7039                  
COM M ITTEE:       Cherry Channon   Basil Hooper      Barbara Francis                                                
                                   Mark Kennedy     Dick M itchell    Earle Turner  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    
NEW M EM BERS  Barbara Gordon  348 9149  
TRIP PLANNERS Dave Scoullar  343 2836 
  Brian Sixtus  342 4843 
M APS  Basil Hooper 346 5597 
EQUIPM ENT /  GEAR Dick M itchell  344 4406 
FIRST AID Merilea Wainhouse  342 7664 
VEHICLES Bruce Thomas  345 6532 
  Dick M itchell  344 4406 
FM C/ LIBRARY/ PLBs/  
LONG TRIPS/ VAN USE Val Wackrow  027 688 8801  
                                     or 06 212 0910 
WAITAHINGA TRAILS Basil Hooper 346 5597 
POSSUM  LODGE  Bruce Thomas  345 6532 
M ANGATURUTURU HUT Barry Francis  345 3588 
PERSONAL LOCATOR BEACONS  
           POST-ACTIVATION   Dorothy Symes  345 7039 
 
M AGAZINE EDITOR     Jeanette Prier   345 1651     j.prier@paradise.net.nz 
WEBSITE           Diane Harries  343 2222   d.vanillablue@gmail.com 
FACEBOOK  Heather Mackenzie  347 1250  heather_mackenzie@clear.net.nz 
                                                         or 022  616 5670 
 
WELFARE OF CLUB M EM BERS   
Please contact Sandra Rogers if you hear of illness, hospitalisation, bereavements 
 and the like. Phone 348 7630.  
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Sender: 
Wanganui Tramping Club 
P.O. Box 7234 
WANGANUI  4500 

 Crossing Whakapapaiti Stream 


