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The opinions expressed and articles published in ‘The Wanganui Tramper’ are not  

necessarily the views of the Wanganui Tramping Club Inc. 
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From the Editor  
  Summer is coming and we will be pleased to see the end of mud for a while! See 

the photos on pages 27 and 30. We have our Christmas Barbeque and Dutch 

Auction to look forward to in December. See ads on pages 19 & 61. 

  This issue also includes the winners of our photo competition see page 28 and the 

winning photos from each category are on pages 29 & 32. Congratulations to all 

winners. 

            

  Please keep those contributions coming in. All contributions 

may be emailed to Jeanette at   jvprier9@gmail.com 

  

  Our website is:   www.wanganuitrampingclub.net 
 

    No email? Handwritten contributions are perfectly acceptable.  
   

Jeanette Prier 

Cover: Deadman’s Track 

Advertisers 
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   President Margret has taken approximately three months leave of absence due to 

her husband Barry's health worries. Our thoughts and prayers are with Margret and 

Barry at this time. 

 

“Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken over-civilised people 

are beginning to find out that going to the mountains 

is going home, that wildness is a necessity.” 

John Muir, Our National Parks 

 

   Wanganui Tramping Club members have always known that tramping is good for 

the soul. We are spoilt for choice on places to tramp in this wonderful country of 

ours whether it is for a few hours or the excitement of multi-day adventures. 

Trampers are realists, we keep yearning to return to where we belong – the 

outdoors. The mountains, the forests, the beaches continually beckon and we 

happily respond. 

 

Possum Lodge has been on our minds lately and at our meeting on 5 September 

2018 the unanimous decision was made to say “Farewell” to Possum. The report on 

Possum Lodge is on page 9. 

 

Our membership continues to grow and we welcome new members. 

Keep safe and Happy Tramping. 

 

Cherry Channon,  

Acting President 
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From the Acting  

     President 
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Bare-chested David will be missed 
By Dave Scoullar 

  You’ve heard of the Barefoot Contessa, well Welshman David John Beech, who 

died on 27 July, was our Bare-chested Tramper. David died after a long and brave 

battle with cancer aged 77. 

  He had only been in the club for a few years but he quickly made his mark on 

Wednesday and Thursday tramps as a friendly and genial character. David stood 

out from the rest with his propensity to take off his shirt and tramp topless, revealing 

a well-tanned torso.  

  Recalling his presence on trips, an 

incident which stands out was on a 

Wednesday when we visited Pitangi up 

the Whanganui River and traversed a 

new track being developed by the 

Moorhouses. Coming down the last steep 

slope leading to the river road, David lost 

his footing and started tumbling down at 

a great speed. Fortunately, a clubbie 

managed to arrest his fall or a serious 

injury could have occurred.  

  The affection club members felt for 

David was reflected in the big turnout at 

his funeral where we learned of his early 

sporting interests, particularly in 

badminton and cycling, and his 

involvement in Whanganui with table 

tennis and early morning visits to the 

Splash Centre. 

David Beech as we will remember him 

on a tramp at Kaiwhaiki.   

Condolences 
   

We convey our condolences to the following members of our tramping family… 

   Celia and the Beech family on the death of David   

   George Neil on the death of his wife Pat 

   Jan and John Dunphy on the death of Jan’s mother Margaret Burney 

 Margret McKinnon on the death of her husband Barry 

  We apologise if we have overlooked any deaths. 
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Club Nights  
Club Nights are held on the first Wednesday of each month 

(except January). Meetings are held 

in the Hunters & Deerstalkers Hall, 100  Peat Street at 7-30pm 
 

Club Night Programme 
For details of the Club Night programme please see              

“Scroggin” column in the Wanganui Midweek newspaper (generally the 
week before).  All are welcome. 

Pleased to Meet You! 
  New Members 

 
Brenton Barker, John Cook, Sally Gale, Rose Hyland, Murray 

and Valda Lilburn, Josh Rajoo, Harvey Palleson and Beverly 

Barnett. 

 

Our membership database needs to have the correct 

information so we can keep our members informed and up to 

date.  If there are any changes to your contact details please let 

Barbara Gordon (membership, ph 348 9149) or Dorothy 

Symes (treasurer, ph 345 7039) know as soon as possible. 

Copy for the  

February 2019 Issue of  the  

Wanganui Tramper  
to the Editor by  

January 16th 2019 
(Earlier appreciated) 

Thank You! - Jeanette 
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  Club Activities 

MIDWEEK 

Wednesdays:  A more challenging midweek day tramp is offered weekly, planned by 

rostered leaders.  

Coordinated by: 

Margret McKinnon 344 3899, email mjmckinnon@xtra.co.nz 

 

Thursdays:  A tramp every second Thursday.  No bush bashing, generally over better 

tracks and a little easier. Planned and led by Earle Turner.  

Coordinated by:  

Val Cowan 345 0456, email otterval@gmail.com 

Coming months’ Thursday trips will be on the following dates: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

TT2’s (the second Thursday walk):  Alternate Thursday mornings. 

Leader Carolyn Shingleton 347 7644 will advise the meeting 

place and time.  Easy, ideal for the more senior member / 

recovering from injury / or for that extra walk with companions. 

 

 

WEEKENDS 

 

Overnight/multi-day tramps are advertised in Tramper 

along with the leader’s contact details. 

 

 

 

 

Weekend DAY Tramps:  Ask to be on the email list if you are interested in Saturday 

or Sunday day trips.  Contact Dorothy Symes 345 7039 

   

                

Mountain Biking:  Mountain bike trips are held from time to time.  Enquiries to 

Mark Kennedy  343 1135 or 027 757 1888 

 

 Tuesday Biking (BOMBS): Depart from the 

 I-Site 9.00am Tuesdays. Ask to be on the 

email list. 

 Contact Carolyn Shingleton 347 7644 

November 8 & 22 December 6 & 20 

January  17 & 31 February 14 & 28 
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TRAMPING TUCKER  
BY UNCLE HAL 

Gingerbread 
  Ingredients: 450gm flour, 225gm brown sugar, 175gm 

butter, 1½ tsp ground ginger, 350gm syrup, ½ tsp salt, 1 egg, 

1 tsp baking powder, ½ tsp baking soda, 300ml milk. 

  Warm sugar, butter and syrup. Warm milk. Beat egg. Mix 

into dry ingredients. Bake at 350 degrees for 1½ hours. 
  This recipe is from the English Good Housekeeping’s Home 

Encyclopaedia of 1951. 

Subscriptions 
* Especially for our many new members - FYI 

 Along with your welcome to WTC you will have received a receipt for your club 

subscription and a Federated Mountains Club card.  The FMC card entitles you to a 

discounted one-year hut pass and is also worth presenting when purchasing boots, 

apparel or equipment – “those that don’t ask don’t get”. 

 Safe and Happy Tramping 

Dorothy, WTC Treasurer  
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Possum Lodge 
 

History 

   Colin Watson had looked after Possum 

Lodge for the Latham family since 1971 

then the Wanganui Tramping Club was 

given the Lodge to manage. After four 

years of protracted negotiations Neil 

Farrer arranged the purchase of the land 

from the Buckland family when their 

farm was subdivided. In 1993 the WTC 

paid $7,000 for the land which included a 

contribution towards the subdivision 

costs, later the Latham family donated 

the house to the club. Bruce Thomas was 

involved with Possum Lodge at that time  

and continues to be a strong supporter and the main caretaker of Possum. 

 

The Reality 

In the early years Possum Lodge was used frequently by club members and their 

families as a base for skiing and tramping holidays. Club stalwarts, Doris Hamling, 

Cecily and Derick Matthews, Irene Back and Bruce Thomas were regulars. From 

2003 Possum Lodge became a second home to Brian Sixtus and he led many trips to 

the Lodge for WTC members. He became a staunch supporter of Possum and 

together with Bruce they carried out ongoing maintenance, mowed the lawns, 

stacked firewood and kept the generator operational. 

   Sadly in more recent times Possum Lodge has lost its appeal to Tramping Club 

members and has become a liability. Brian moved South last year and Bruce 

continues to look after Possum with Trevor Kearse stepping up over the last few 

months to assist him. The building is not insured and hasn't been for years. 

 

Conclusion 

   On 21 August 2018 an email was sent to members inviting feedback on the future 

of Possum Lodge. Fourteen replies were received – 10 voting for disposal and 4 to 

retain Possum for nostalgic reasons with various suggestions on how to increase 

revenue – all of which have been tried in the past to no avail. A vote was taken at 

the Club meeting on 5 September 2018. The response to say “Goodbye” to Possum 

Lodge was unanimous. 

The committee are of the opinion that Possum Lodge should first be offered back to 

the Latham family. Should they decline their right to purchase then it will be 

marketed and sold. 

Cherry Channon, 
Acting President 

Possum Lodge 

 



 

The Wanganui Tramper                               10                       November 2018 - January 2019                                                                         

Tramping Trips 
Confirming your place 
For ALL trips (not TT2), you must phone the leader to confirm your place 
on the trip. For day trips the latest you can phone the leader is 7pm the night 
before the trip. For weekend trips phone by Wednesday evening. 
 
What you will need 
Good waterproof clothing including leggings or over-trousers is  
necessary. Woolen balaclava or hat and suitable mittens or gloves are 
essential for mountain trips. 
   You should carry your own immediate first aid supplies. Check with the 
leader for more details of what is required for the trip. Take lunches for each 
day, and your drink requirements, plus emergency chocolate, sweets and/or 
scroggin. On overnight (s) trips, all other food is supplied by the leader. 
 

Pack Liners 

Having had requests for and now exhausted, we have in stock again, pack liners. 

The price for each $5.00. They will be available at the next club meeting or you can 

call Barry Hopper to secure one. His phone numbers 345 3969 or 027 489 6227   
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Rules For Those Leading Tramps  
The destination and brief location, plus the list of participants, is to 
be placed on the notice board at the club rooms before leaving. 

These details must also be emailed to the four PLB contacts: 
 
russelladonaldson@outlook.com  (Russell Donaldson) 
btwtcvaux@slingshot.co.nz  (Bruce Thomas) 
tiger2@slingshot.co.nz  (Earle Turner) 
dorothy@displayassociates.co.nz  (Dorothy Symes) 
barbarajgordon@xtra.co.nz (Barbara Gordon) 
 
Need help? We have a list template – ask Barbara or Dorothy.   

For leaders without computers/email, phone details to  
Barbara 348 9149 or Dorothy 345 7039.   

 

November 2018 to January 2019 Club Activities 
  Note:  Trip cost estimates are based on 8 cents per kilometre 

(this will vary with increases in fuel prices) 
                                

Nov 10      Marton Farm Walk      Roger Kealey  

Sat             Enjoy a trip out with Rangitikei Tramping Club on their patch. They  

 have arranged a walk over a farm about 5km from Marton going up to 

high points, through forest and across a dam. A 3-4 hour walk 

involving a bit of climbing. 

Easy          Approx cost $7 

 

Nov 14       Trips Meeting     Dave Scoullar  

Wed            What are your plans for March/April/May? If they involve tramping, 

tell us about them at the trips meeting at 7.30pm at 7 Wairere Rd. This 

is a great season for walking so let’s come up with some Great Walks 

of our own! 

 

Nov 16-18  Trains Hut      Brian Doughty  

Fri-Sun        Okay people this is going to be a weekend to remember as we will 

leave mid-morning  Friday so we get Saturday to re-mark first section 

of the track up to Tahupo Hut, as this is the confusing bit coming down 

from this hut. Not a lot to be done, so it will be a relaxing couple of days. 

Easy             Approx cost $20 + hut fees ($5) 

 

Nov 17     Otangane Loop                       Margret McKinnon  

Sat             This walk, west of Pahiatua, is an extension of the Sledge Track. The 

loop starts with a 400m steep climb after crossing the Otangane 
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Stream.  Great views from the top. Several small streams to cross. Six 

hours plus walk.  

Mod/fit.     Approx cost $18 

 

Nov 18-25 Miranda/Thames Estuary    Jacky Evans  

Sun-Sun     The opportunity to do a little bird watching, exploring the Hunua 

Ranges and day walks in the Thames area.   We will stay at the 

Miranda Camp for the  whole period. The trip is full but feel free to put 

your name on a waiting list if you are interested. 

Easy           Cost to be calculated 

 

Nov 24 or 25  Tongariro Alpine night crossing           Esther Williams  

Sat or Sun  We managed a night crossing of Tongariro at Easter and this is another 

chance to enjoy the stars and the solitude. Choosing the better day 

weather-wise, we leave Whanganui at 1pm, a night at Possum Lodge 

returning to Whanganui the next morning. The event depends on a 

clear night and a patient driver. 

Mod            Approx cost $39 

 

Nov 26-29 Waikaremoana Track     Tracey Hooper  

Mon-Thurs  Waikaremoana, the "Sea of Rippling Waters", is set in vast forests full 

of legend and mystery; the land of the Tuhoe, children of the mist, 
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where every tree, rock and stretch of water possesses its own spirit. 

This four-day 43km Great Walk should be on "must do" lists. If it's on 

yours contact Tracey.  She needs to know well in advance as the huts 

have to be booked. Numbers will be limited and priority will be given 

to those who have not done this walk before. 

Mod          Cost to be calculated 

 

Nov 30 -Dec 1 The Goat Event        Margret McKinnon  

Fri-Sat        We have agreed to help as marshals on The Goat mountain run which 

involves us going into Mangaturuturu Hut on the Friday afternoon and 

helping  with the event on the Saturday, returning home that 

afternoon. Our marshalling will be close to the hut so it should be a 

cruisy as well as interesting experience. We helped do the same thing 

for The Kid (little brother to The Goat) several years ago.  

Easy            Free 

 

Dec 1       Mangaweka Boulders   Margie Campbell  

Sat        Barbara Francis  

                   A magical and intriguing trip to visit the Whitecliffs Boulders at 

Mangaweka. Approximately 1.5 hour drive to the area then 1.5 hours 

to walk in to this magical place. An option to go for a dip in the 

Rangitikei River – bring togs.  If you’ve got crampons may be wise to 

bring them as a small portion of the track is papa and could be slippery 

if it has rained recently. There’s even a flushing toilet on site.  

Easy          Approx cost $15 + $5 donation to land owner 

 

Dec 2-7   Queen Charlotte Track    Carolyn Shingleton     

Sun-Fri     A four-day 71 km walk, starting at Ship Cove in the outer Queen 

Charlotte Sound and finishing at Anakiwa.  Overnight stays at 

Furneaux Lodge, Punga Cove and Portage Resort. Trip full but you 

can go on the waiting list. For more information, contact Carolyn. 

Easy/mod Cost to be calculated 

  

Dec 8 or 9 Rangi Hut       Bruce Thomas  

Sat or Sun  Rangi Hut is the most easily accessed tops hut in the Ruahine Forest 

Park and a favourite day walk for many in our club given the excellent 

track and  beautiful bush and tussock lands. A great entry level tramp 

and ideal for the grandchildren. Bruce will choose the better of the two 

days. 

Easy/mod  Approx cost $18 

 

Dec 15-16  Taumarunui Weekend    Dave Scoullar  

Sat-Sun     Taumarunui Tramping Club has more treats planned for our 8th annual 

visit. On Saturday we drive north of the town and do a farm and bush 
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walk  off Opotiki Road into a valley that leads out onto the Matiere 

Road and return to a cabin for lunch and back to the cars up a farm 

track (8km, 3 hours). On Sunday there will be local walks around 

Taumarunui including the Sunshine walk (2km, 1.5 hours) and the 

Whanganui Riverbank Walk from Cherry Grove to the Manunui 

camping ground (8km, 2 hours). Stay overnight at the local camp 

ground and enjoy a BBQ with the TTC. 

Easy/mod Cost to be calculated 

 

Dec 15-16  Waihaha Hut                Tracey Hooper  

Sat-Sun      An easy popular three-hour walk into Waihaha Hut on the Western 

Access of Lake Taupo. Stunning area with Blue Duck and beautiful 

bush. 

Easy           Approx cost $30 + hut ticket 

 

Dec 22 or 23  Tongariro Flower Power     Basil Hooper  

Sat or Sun   Basil loves this off-track loop exploring the Mangaturuturu Valley with 

its alpine flowers and amazing waterfalls. A photographer’s heaven. 

Basil will choose the better day to ensure his tour de Tongariro can be 

enjoyed at its very best. So go with the man who knows the most 

beautiful nooks and crannies of our beautiful valley. 

Easy/mod      Approx cost $18 

 

Dec 22 or 23 Tongariro Crossover           Ridgway Lythgoe  

Sat or Sun  Join Ridgy for the last organised tramp for 2018 from the Desert Road 

to Whakapapa in TNP.  A reasonably straight forward trip taking 5 to 

6 hours walking. If there is enough interest we may take two vehicles 

and do a cross-over. Ridgy will choose the better day but it will be 

Saturday if both days are forecast to be good. 

Mod            Cost to be calculated 

 

Jan 2    Remutaka Rail Trail         Dave Scoullar   Roger Kealey  

Wed          This is a walking and cycling track near Upper Hutt.  Running between 

Maymorn and Cross Creek, it follows 22km of the original route of the 

Wairarapa  Line over the Remutaka Range between the Mangaroa 

Valley and the Wairarapa, including the world-famous Remutaka 

Incline. Start the 2019 tramping  year with a crossover of this historic 

route. Bring a torch for the tunnels.  

Mod       Cost to be calculated 

 

Jan 6     Cafe Tramp                    Sandra Rogers  

Sun            Another of Sandra’s popular cafe tramps which often take us to new 

places — on this occasion the Otaki River Walkway and, if time, 

Chrystalls Bend Walkway. Approximately 12km walk but flat.  8am 
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start. 

Easy            Cost to be calculated    

 

Jan 10-11  Waiinu Beach    Esther Williams    

     Margret McKinnon  

Thurs-Fri   Celebrate the New Year at Waiinu Beach. The club has hired the 

Patea/Waitotara Fishing Club venue which has a spacious lawn for 

camping, barbecue and a house which sleeps seven. Lots of activities 

on land and sea, whatever suits you. We will take the vans — one for 

overnighters and the other for the day trippers. 

Easy            Cost to be calculated 

 

Jan 11-14 Tararua Excursion             Mike Cole  

Sat-Tues  A Tararua Forest Park circuit including Mitre Flats, Dorset and Jumbo 

huts over Mitre Peak and the interesting Broken Axe Pinnacles, which 

are quite steep but can be sidled. Our first time at Dorset for a long 

time, if ever, so one for hut baggers. 

Mod/fit       Approx cost $45 + hut fees 

 

Jan 12 or 13 Papaiti Wandering           Laurel Stowell/Richard Thomson  

Sat or Sun  Laurel and Richard will take us for a wander through their forestry 

block in Papaiti Rd, a permanent production forest with no pines and 

lots of regenerating bush. Parts are steep and most is shady. There may 

be harvesting and milling to observe.  Bring your lunch, to eat in the 

outdoors. Later there should be time to walk across the revegetating 

hillside at Delhi Village and finish with a cup of tea. Leave at 9. 30 for 

this gentle excursion, on whichever day promises to have better 

weather. 

Easy            Cost to be calculated but it won’t be much! 

 

Jan 19-21 Kaweka Range                 Tracey Hooper  

Sat-Non     We will start from the end of Kaweka Rd, from Makahu Saddle carpark 

to Middle Hill Hut (3hrs), then to Ballard Hut (3-4 hrs), then over 

Kaweka J to return to carpark (5 hrs). This is a great range with 

fantastic views and a good workout. 

Fit               Cost to be calculated 

 

Jan 19       Waitahinga               Dorothy Symes   

Sat             The Waitahinga Trails are a regular on our trips list for a number of 

reasons, not least the great walks, beautiful bush and proximity to  

                    town. Join Dorothy for a spin around the trails. Stratford and New 

Plymouth tramping clubs have been invited to join us. 

Easy/mod   Approx cost $6 
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Jan 26 or 27 Life’s A Beach      Dave Scoullar  

Sat or Sun  Summer is a great time to visit beaches and Dave plans to explore a 

number of them in south Taranaki including Ohawe, Kaupokonui and 

one or  two lesser known beaches which are popular with surfers. Bring 

your swimming togs! 

Easy           Cost to be calculated 

 

Feb 2-3       Smith Stream Hut      Dave Scoullar  

Sat-Sun       We are picking off relatively easily accessed huts in the eastern 

Ruahine. This four-bunk hut hasn’t been visited for a while. Built in 

1958, it’s the best remaining  example in Hawke’s Bay of the original 

Forest Service SF40 designed huts constructed in the 1960s and ‘70s for 

deer cullers. From the Sunrise carpark we go to the Waipawa River, 

pass through open regenerating scrub and forest to Middle Stream, 

climb steeply to 1104m, then descend to Smiths Stream. 

Mod           Approx cost $36 + hut fees ($5) 

 

Feb 2 or 3  Mangapurua Trig      Roger Kealey  

Sat or Sun  The Mangapurua trig is our destination, reached via the Ruatiti Valley 

and the Mangapurua Valley Rd. We follow an old road line all the 

way, pausing to explore marked settler sites and Bob McIntyre's 

cottage. A mixture of tramping and history on what has become a 

popular tramping and cycling route. 

Mod          Approx cost $20 

 

Feb 9-11    Eastern Taranaki             Tracey Hooper  

Sat-Mon   Tracey has long desired to explore the mythical Moki/Rerekapa Track. 

A remote rugged track approximately 30km long, it follows the 

Waitara River. There are  farm tracks and bush with several wooden 

bridges to cross. A mix of hut and camping for this trip plus an extra 

day to walk the Whitecliffs Walkway. 

Mod           Cost to be calculated 

 

Feb 9 or 10 Turakina/Okoia Old Railway                      Dorothy Symes  

Sat or Sun  The last time Dorothy took us over the old line there was a big turnout 

and the trip was well received. She has been encouraged to repeat it, so 

                    join her for a step back in time and a wander over a lot of beautiful 

farm country. 

Mod           Cost to be calculated 

 

Feb 13-17  Waitotara Crossover                 Brian Doughty  

Wed-Sun   The Waitotara crossover last April was such a success that Brian has 

decided to repeat it, once again starting at the Stratford end and ending 

at the  top of the Waitotara Valley. Camp out first night at Charlie’s 
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and then stay at Puteore, Tahupo and Trains huts. Great country and 

beautiful bush. Trip is full but you can go on the waiting list. 

Mod            Cost to be calculated 

 

Feb 16     Stanton Memorial      Shane Wilson   

Sat              This memorial on a large rock in Tongariro National Park is in 

memory of 18-year-old Warwick Stanton who died nearby in 1931 

when a group of 14 university  students climbing Mt Ruapehu got 

caught in blizzard conditions. Go off track through wonderful rock 

formations and majestic waterfalls. A stunning day walk. 

Mod            Approx cost $23 

 

Feb 17        Kapara and Beyond     Barry Hopper  

Sun            Barry will take us to the end of the Waitotara Valley and then along the 

old road to the former grand Kapara homestead site. Given enough 

time, we will continue along the track towards Trains Hut.  Enjoy the 

moody Waitotara River and fantastic bush and soak up the history of 

the area. 

Easy           Approx cost $13 

 

Feb 23      Pot Luck Dinner                 Diane Harries/Royce Johnson  

Sat              Join Di and Royce at 81 Mount View Road, Bastia Hill at 6 pm for a 

friendly pot luck dinner evening. Bring a plate of food to share and 

your drinks. Come and enjoy the two-mountain view (weather 

permitting) and spread out around their spacious new deck. 
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Feb 23-24    Rangipo Hut           Mike Cole 344  

Sat-Sun     Visit Rangipo Hut via Tukino Ski Field and Whangaehu River. This is 

an alternative way into Rangipo hut, a bit longer but much more 

interesting. We will  navigate down the Whangaehu River and re-join 

the normal route there.  On the way out may also try an alternative 

route to locate the bund preventing lahars  from the Whangaehu Valley 

getting into the Tongariro River. 

Mod            Approx cost $30 + hut fees 

 

Feb 23- 26 Timber Trail        Carolyn Shingleton  

Sat-Tues    85 kms of cycling between Pureora and Ongarue in native forest, across 

deep gorges and historic bush tramways, staying overnight in the 

comfort of  the Timber Trail Lodge. Grades 2-3 (Easy – Intermediate).  

Trip full but you may go on the waiting list. 

Mod           Cost to be calculated 

 

March 2-3 Pine Clearing     Margret McKinnon  

Sat-Sun      Our annual visit to Tongariro National Park to clear wilding pines. This 

is a tradition almost as old as the club. We will combine with the Hutt 

Valley Tramping Club. Camp out. Look forward to a magnificent 

evening meal and breakfast, both of which are provided. A great 

experience and one that is especially recommended for new members 

to be blooded as eco-warriors in our 50-plus year aborta contorta 

campaign. 

Easy/mod  Free! 

DOC closing tracks to protect kauri 
 DOC will close 21 tracks across kauri land to help prevent the spread of kauri 

dieback. An additional 10 tracks will also be partially closed and the open sections 

upgraded to eliminate wet and muddy sections of track and better protect the roots 

of kauri trees. 

  The department is closing or partially closing tracks in Kaitaia, the Kauri Coast, 

Whangarei, on Aotea/Great Barrier Island, in Hauraki, Waikato, and Tauranga. 

The track closures are permanent and will be monitored. 

  Announcing the closures, Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage said, “As there is 

currently no proven cure for kauri dieback, the best way to protect our kauri is to 

slow and stop the disease from spreading. I appreciate some people may be 

disappointed by the closure of a favourite track but I strongly encourage everyone do 

the right thing and respect the track closures to reduce the risk to kauri forests.” 

  The decision was made after public consultation, and the majority of public 
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submissions favoured closure. DOC has closed tracks in the past to prevent the 

spread of kauri dieback. 

  “Closures may be reconsidered in the future if additional science and other 

information provide certainty that public access would not cause any risk to kauri,” 

Eugenie Sage said. “Although protecting kauri is the key focus, the department did 

consider the need to maintain recreation opportunities and there are still many 

walking and tramping options available in nearby areas.” 

  In consultation with local communities and iwi, DOC is continuing work to 

establish next steps for the remaining tracks on kauri land that have not yet been 

upgraded. This will include their upgrade, closure or partial closure. 

 

“1080 is always hot topic and one newspaper correspondent writes:  "Having spent 

a good part of 65 years mucking around in the hills, I've seen some spectacular changes for the 

good of our rainforests and their resident wildlife. I'm wondering if the majority of 1080 

protesters have ever eaten out of a black billy in boots."  

From Dominion Post 18 September 2018 
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Bombs Report 
 

 

Over Winter the Bombs have braved some very cold and wet days to get their 

Tuesday cycle ride and café fix in. 

In July and August a few of us took up the opportunity to go to Ronnies Velo for 

their tutorials on how to fix a puncture.  It was very informative and I’m sure the 

people who participated have a lot more confidence should they be in the 

unfortunate position to require these skills.  

On 28 August, 11 of us cycled the Manawatu River and Mangaone Stream 

pathways and also took the trail out to Longburn. Weather was excellent and we 

had a lunch at Esplanade Café before returning home. A second trip is planned as 

soon as the weather improves. 

I hope you have been watching the TV series – People on Bikes. The presenter Justin 

Newcombe has been showcasing NZ’s regional scenic cycle trails, inspiring us to get 

out there and explore NZ by bike.  It’s been exciting to see some of the trails we 

have completed and there’s lots of new ideas emanating from these viewings! 

Now into Spring we will start planning a few more day trips away.   

Safe and happy cycling 

Carolyn Shingleton 

 

 

 

 

 

A TALE OF TWO CHOPPERS 

   Maurice Trail’s young sons heard many stories of his sole-teacher days at 

Ngamatapouri school in the late 1950s, and in 1973 he took Richard (14) and 

Duncan (12) into the Waitotara valley. They would camp at Trains Hut the first 

night, Kapara station the second, and were hoping to bag a goat or deer for the pot. 

Building a ponga bridge across a flooded gully took time, and it was 5pm before they 

arrived at Trains Hut. The first priority was dry firewood, and as Maurice got to 

work with his tomahawk Richard called to say he’d found an axe. It had been left 

behind by NZ Forest Service workers, so Richard too was able to chop up dry 

manuka for the campfire. 

   “Dad! Dad!  I’ve cut my foot!” Richard’s first swing at an old-man stump had 

bounced the axe off, through boot and sole, leaving a deep cut neatly between big 

and second toes.  Blood was pumping out as Maurice grabbed the first aid kit and 

applied a tourniquet. Next priority was to get the fire going and hot food;  a frosty 
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night was imminent. Each time the tourniquet was released the bleeding restarted 

and the bandages were saturated with blood. They got Richard into a bunk with his 

foot elevated by a rope over a rafter.  Keeping the fire burning, Maurice considered 

how to get Richard to a doctor and hospital.  

   Maurice continues …   “Richard was my size and I could not carry him, even with 

Duncan’s help. I knew local farmers would assist, but it was lambing and they’d be 

far from telephones. A helicopter was the only option. As the moon rose I looked for 

a possible landing area, without success, then spent the night working out how to 

leave the boys and get to a telephone. With only a small torch, I set out for Kapara 

homestead in the moonlight at 4.30am, leaving Duncan to keep the fire going and 

gather some greenery for the fire if an aircraft was searching overhead. 

   “My progress was steady but near Kapara I tripped and fell flat in a muddy cattle 

track. With the heavy frost I was now wet and cold but hurried on as fast as possible. 

From Kapara back to the end of the valley road seemed interminable but eventually 

I reached the car and was soon driving back to Takari station, where I found no sign 

of life. No dogs barking and no radio music, or talk. I shed my boots and went 

inside, straight to the telephone. When the Waitotara policeman answered, I found I 

could not speak after my non-stop trek but managed to whisper ‘help’, ‘accident’ and 

‘helicopter’. The policeman told me to make a cup of tea and ring back, so I did and 

even found a couple of biscuits in the farmhouse tins. Revived, I phoned again to 

learn a helicopter and a doctor were standing by for directions to Trains Hut.  

   “Within a very short time the ‘chopper’ flew over Takiri and made a signal to me. 

In no time the helicopter returned with Duncan, the policeman, the boys’ packs - 

plus Duncan’s homemade longbow and arrows but not the kid and possum he’d 

bagged. The policeman assured me Richard was all right with the doctor and would 

soon be at hospital. 

    “Less than two hours later we were back in Wanganui and heading to the hospital 

when I spotted my daughter’s car at the Glasgow/Victoria lights – and protruding 

from the rear window a crutch, and Richard waving. I delivered the policeman to 

Bell Street station and returned home just after midday to learn that my wife had 

heard an item on the radio about a father and two sons ‘who had been scrub-cutting 

and rescued by helicopter from the Waitotara Valley’. She knew we weren’t scrub-

cutting but was intrigued - and surprised when the hospital phoned later to say a 

heavily-bandaged Richard was repaired and ready to be taken home.  

   “By now I was extremely weary. Duncan was disappointed the expedition had 

been cut short and that he couldn’t bring his dead animals home.  But we were all 

very grateful to the police, Ian Wakeling the pilot and his helicopter, the doctor and 

the hospital staff.”  
As told to Barbara Gordon. 
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PACK TALK  NOVEMBER 2018 
 

The most dangerous liars are those who really think they are telling the truth. (No, not Jami-

Lee Ross but Mr Anonymous) 
 

The big turnout of club members for the funeral of Pat Neil in September reflected 

the huge affection and regard we have for George. Among the pallbearers were 

clubbies Dick Mitchell and Basil Hooper. RIP Pat. 
 

On a happier note, congratulations to Graeme Aitken and Nikki Wink who tied the 

knot in their new home city of Tauranga in October. Guests included Roger Kealey. 
 

And only a couple of months earlier we celebrated another wedding — Di Harries 

and Royce Johnson — a joyful event attended by a large number of clubbies. 
 

Roger Kealey and Stephen Hormann have both acquired Kiwi wives. No, they are 

the same women they have been married to for years but Linda and Sabine both 

became NZ citizens in September.  
 

A certain club member got a compliment he had to share with Long Drop, though 

he insisted on not being named — and we won’t to save embarrassment. Seems he 

was having a coffee when a woman came up and told him he had the best legs she’d 

ever seen on a man. Now who could that be? 
 

A big turnout in August to farewell David Beech our very own topless Welsh 

tramper. David made many friends during his relatively short period in the club but 

will be best remembered for that tanned torso which he liked to display. See obituary 

elsewhere in this Tramper. 
 

How cold does it get at Waipakihi hut in August? So cold that Tracey Hooper wore 

her puffer jacket to bed for the first time. 
 

Thence to spring … ever hear of the "kowhai storm"?  It's the one that hits every year 

when the kowhai is in flower, says Ray. Every spring without fail. 
 

Pink ragwort pullers Barbara Francis and Margie Campbell had only their happy 

faces for a Chronicle photo of them in action at Whitiau. Not too hard, really, as it 

was a cruisy day and great weather. 
 

Well-travelled Ridgy Lythgoe ticked off Chatham Islands in October on a chartered 

flight and tour. Also on the trip was Ross McBeth and Neil Mackintosh (ex-

member). 

We hear another ex-member Wayne Vincent, who was lured away from tramping to 

lawn bowls, has now invested in a bike. Maybe the attractions of the hills will 

eventually prevail.   
 

When Graham and Glenys Ellett gave a talk on Vietnam, Graham wore a teeshirt 

with a map of Vietnam and Glenys used a pointer to indicate various places. A good 
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gimmick. When Graham said they spent two days in Hanoi and Glenys pointed to 

the city on his chest, Basil Hooper murmured: “Also known as left nipple.” 
 

Esther Williams to Wednesday crew: “How many people have gone for a winter 

swim?” 

Mike Miller: “Me … at Port Douglas.” 
 

An unusual use for the first aid kit. After Cherry Channon twisted her ankle the kit 

was used to prop her foot as she stretched out in the back seat of the van on the way 

home. 
 

Another hobbling around is Sue McBride with a banged up knee. Unlike Cherry 

hers was not a tramping accident but a tumble in her garage. Sue looks forward to 

striding out once more … and to her 80th birthday in December. 
 

It’s a different story for Rae Doughty. She’s got a spring in her step thanks to a new 

hip in October. Knee pain gone, too. Funny that. 
 

Following the death of a tourist on the Tongariro Alpine Crossing (according to 

Lonely Planet, the second most popular activity in the entire country in 2018), police 

are encouraging Kiwis to give visitors safety messages — “tell them about the New 

Zealand weather, that jeans are not acceptable in any hiking situation, that a torch 

can help save their lives. We have a collective responsibility to help care for our 

visitors.” 
 

When we were provided with a loo on the back of its own trailer at pink ragwort 

pulling at Whitiau, Dee Ess suggested we get one of our own but a wiser head — in 

this case Bruce Thomas — opined, “Sandra would want a coffee cart.” 
 

Boots are important and when you leave them behind when you go south drastic 

remedies are needed. In Diane Harries’ case it meant buying new boots in Blenheim. 

Then there was Esther’s anguished cry, “I have to go back home, I’ve forgotten my 

boots!” 
 

When Juliet Kojis left her phone behind at Otaki Forks she wondered if she would 

see it again. But a kind person handed it to the Otaki police and three days later she 

had it back.  
 

Nice to see the big write up for the Waitahinga Trails in the Celebrating Whanganui 

magazine for spring. But no mention that the trails are now closed to the public on 

Wednesdays, though we should be able to go there if we offer a “pretty please” to 

the council. 
 

He’s an urban fellow so Graham Sutcliffe’s question to country gal Brenda Collins 

about a nearby bellowing cattle beast was reasonable. 

Graham: “Brenda, is that a happy sound?” 

Brenda: “It’s saying look out for the bloke in the funny hat.” 

Graham: “I’m going to remember that …” 
 

Ridgy, who is now an expert on e-bikes, assures us that if you’re an AA member and 
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you have a problem with your e-bike, AA will come to your rescue. Sorry, not 

available to pedal-pushers.  
 

Talking bikes, regular Tuesday BOMBS member Yvonne Evans had an unpleasantly 

close encounter with a car but we are pleased to report she and her bike came off 

unscathed. 
 

Noting the ease with which owners of electric bikes reach summits, Fred and Jim 

speculate that E-boots would be just the thing for trampers. They’re working on a 

prototype; stay tuned. 
 

Crossover Lake Mangawhio/Kaimanuka.  Keys swapped, tramp completed.  Oh-

oh! Van stuck in firm-looking but deceptively soft grass.  Spinning wheels – 

“everyone out and push - but watch out for that shed”.  No go, until right on cue a 

local appears on quad bike, with a tow rope, to save the day. All were impressed by 

the power packed by that small quad.  
 

If Dorothy Symes comes to call, check that she goes home “shod”. She was 

observed walking down one path in her stockinged feet until called back to put her 

shoes on. 
 

But wait, there’s more … Dorothy looked a bit embarrassed when she arrived for a 

Wednesday tramp and confessed “I’ve come without my pants on.” No big drama 

really as she was wearing tights. A diversion and Dorothy re-united with her pants. 
 

Speaking of footwear, one Thursday hiker reports that rubber jandals, apres-tramp, 

are perfectly OK even if they are both left feet.   
 

“Everything’s a bit muddly — I don’t know where my socks are” — George Neil is 

a bit dazed the day after shifting into Broadview. 
 

Well done to clubbies who helped the mountain bike club plant trees at Hylton Park. 

Rozy Rawlinson said the volunteer turnout was amazing and with all the helpers 

and pre-work being completed, it was all done and dusted by 11 am. 
 

Esther was listing the history of recent mishaps including damage to ribs and a 

finger. 

Margret McKinnon: “So you have a record?” 

Jacky Evans: “At the police station they have your name on speed dial.” 
 

It seemed like a good idea. Graham Sutcliffe took off his boots and put on his hut 

shoes to cross the Makaroro River, dried his feet and put his boots on. Then he 

found he had to cross the river twice more — couldn’t be bothered with going 

through the rigmarole with the hut shoes, so settled for wet feet. 
 

“I don’t mind winter — so long as it’s only one month” — a bit of double-Dutch 

from Fred Verschoor. 
 

John Cook was once a young thruster but we hadn’t sighted him for many years 

until he turned up on a day trip to Mangaehuehu hut in July. Welcome back John. 
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We hope to see more of you. 
 

Last issue we had an item about Jim G’s broken ribs, since then Dee Ess has been 

nursing bruised ribs after a prang with a ute near Tangimoana which totalled both 

vehicles. Fortunately, no injuries to anyone apart from bruises. Dee Ess did, 

however, get a ticket. 
 

Mike Cole’s brush with the law ended more happily — no ticket when he ran a light 

on the Parapara on a club trip (he could see there was no one coming) and just 

happened to have a mufti car behind him.  
 

The old timers’ afternoon was a roaring success at Dorothy’s place but Darrell 

Grace provided a bit of excitement, losing his glasses, which prompted search parties 

looking on the streets etc. They turned up at his home. Later Darrell couldn’t find 

his teeth and luckily they were found at home, too. Thanks Dorothy for your 

hospitality, thoroughly appreciated by the 27 at the event. 
 

When a duck got interested in our club van at a rest stop, a smart bloke earned a hiss 

of displeasure from the females when he piped up: “It takes one old duck to 

recognise another.” 
 

Geocaching is an activity in which you use a GPS receiver to seek containers called 

geocaches at specific locations marked by coordinates all over the world. We saw 

this in action when Mike Miller discovered a geocache at Te Porere redoubt and 

duly reported this to wife June who has reportedly discovered some 1500!  Mike was 

at it again, geocaching on the Manawatu Gorge Walk — and having more success. 
 

When Graham Sutcliffe and Margaret McKinnon ran the van around from 

Mangatepopo to Whakapapa, they imagined they could have a quiet coffee while 

the Wednesday team slogged towards them across the tundra in bleak conditions. 

Poetic justice, nothing was open. 
 

When Esther talked about sending photos to her family of tramping outings, Jacky 

piped up: “It’s letting them know there’s mustard in the old girl yet!”  
 

Gym bunny Graham Sutcliffe works out to get fit for tramping and cheerfully 

admits: “I gave up being body-beautiful in my early twenties.” 
 

Spring weather can be fickle. The annual Taranaki visit in October was lucky to get 

away with a fine weekend but not so Dorothy’s visit to Waihohonu hut in Tongariro 

National Park the following week. Victim of a nasty southerly front, it was cancelled 

but will be re-scheduled next year. 
 

Seven into four does go! Poutaki hut has four bunks but three others just managed to 

find space on the floor plus one tenting outside. 
 

Royce Johnson is a handy sort of fellow and his latest exploit is to be a sandwich 

board man at the Saturday market promoting a photo exhibition. 
 

Graeme Lythgoe (twin of Ridgy) who got a big write up in the June edition of 
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Backcountry was identified as a Hutt Valley Tramping Club member and that is true, 

but he also belongs to our club and we see him now and then, mainly at pine 

clearing and joint club trips. 
 

Not everyone got it that the Backcountry article was about Graeme not Ridgy. One 

clubbie remarked to another that he had really enjoyed reading about Ridgy’s 

exploits. That’s the problem with identical twins. 
 

Long Drop is always in the market for useless information and is happy to report 

that around 20 cities in France offer a novel way to charge phones and laptops – a 

free stationary bike where you can sit at a table and pedal. Just thought you’d like to 

know. 
 

Great to see Wednesday stalwart George Neil out with his mates again. His first trip 

for many months was on the Oskam farm so it was a gentle return to the fold.  
 

Helpful hint: Even brushing lightly against ongaonga (native stinging nettle) can 

cause a painful sting that may last for days. Antihistamine cream can help, as can 

rubbing on dry dirt but putting water on the affected area makes the pain worse. 
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The 2018 WTC Photo Competition 
 

   Once more we had good support with 64 images entered.  It turned out we only 

had two people in the Novice grade. With a little encouragement they graciously 

agreed to be in Open, for simplicity.  Thank you Michelle and Cherry. They were 

assured their work would fit in fine in Open - and wouldn't you know it,  Michelle 

got first for her Early Snow in Pictorial and Cherry gained a third for Ra of the Forest  

in Human Interest. 

   Mark Brimblecome kept us entertained with his 

perceptive interpretation of the images. It was a 

gamble getting Mark to judge due to his lack of 

experience in the tramping world, but it turned 

out to be a strength viewing the images with an 

outsider’s perspective. And that was due to Mark's 

skill in critiquing images. 
 

Results: 
 

Pictorial 

 1st   Early Snow    Michelle Mackenzie 

2nd   Karamea estuary (footprints)    Barbara Gordon 

3rd   Arrive Tarn Ridge Hut, Ruahine's    Mike Cole 

 

Natural History 

1st    Old Man's Beard    Diane Harries 

2nd   Icicles, Waipapaiti    Mike Cole 

3rd   Desiccated amanita toadstools, Tangimoana    Diane Harries 

 

Human Interest 

1st    Hot Water Beach Lake Tarawera    Derek Barrett 

2nd   Barry driving off road    Royce Johnson 

3rd   Ra of the Forest Cherry Channon 

 

Water in Motion 

1st    The world’s clearest ripples (Blue Lake)    Tracey Hooper 

2nd   Upper Traver's    Mike Cole 

3rd    Ruapehu    Royce Johnson 

 

Winning photos are on pages 32 and 33 

 

   For the last couple of years we have been thinking of a way to commemorate the 

late Margaret Walford in the context of this competition. Margaret organised this 

competition for many years and we feel this commemoration needs to be 
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From Wilderness Magazine September 2018: 

photography-related.   

   We have decided to annually create a Photo Book from the images submitted in 

this competition.  The book shall be named in honour of Margaret Walford and 

will have a copy archived for history and another printed for the library.  No doubt 

we can have extra copies printed for interested members. The winning image of 

each category shall be printed full page. In future the judges will be selecting the 

winning images with their relevance for inclusion in an annual album in mind. 

When you are choosing images for this competition in future, think of the big 

picture of creating a pictorial history of the club and choose your images 

accordingly. 

   The new special subject  for the photo competition 2019 will be - A Hidden 

Treasure. 

Happy snapping 

Baz 
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Who is This Handsome Guy? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     Note photo was taken in 1974!                                   Answer on page 57 
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Man and woman power! Kaimanuka-Waitotara 

Glorious Mud! Horrock’s Farm 
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Pictorial: Michelle Mackenzie - Early Snow 

Tramping Club Photo Competition Winners 2018 

Human Interest:  Derek Barrett - Hot Water Beach 
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Tramping Club Photo Competition Winners 2018 

Natural History: Diane Harries - Old Man’s Beard 

Water in Motion: Tracey Hooper - The World’s Clearest Ripples 
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More Glorious Mud - Rewi Alley Track 

Braving the Snow - Ruapehu 
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Great Walks choice down to three 
  DOC has announced that Te Paki Coastal Track (Te Rerenga Wairua/Cape 

Reinga, Northland), Hump Ridge Track (Southland), and Queen Charlotte Track 

(Marlborough Sounds) will be further considered for development following a 

process that began when it called for proposals for additional Great Walks last year. 

  The department will now complete more detailed work on the three walks. At least 

one will become the new Great Walk, and a final decision will be made in late 2018. 

DOC says that two other walks from the short list of seven also have significant 

potential and will be considered for the Great Walks network in the future. These 

are Tarawera Trail (Bay of Plenty) and Waiau/Molesworth (Canterbury). 

 

Track opening date extended 
  The Paparoa Track will 

now open in September 

2019 rather than next April. 

The date change is to align 

the opening with the other 

alpine Great Walks and the 

start of the summer walking 

season. Paparoa Track 

project director Tom 

Hopkins said, “The new 

date in spring means the 

expected rush of people keen 

to experience the track when 

it first opens will enjoy 

better conditions. It allows  

us to comfortably finish the  

track in time for the start of the 2019/20 Great Walks season. People will be able to 

book their visit online when bookings open in 2019.” 

  The 55km Paparoa Track, the first Great Walk designed for both mountain bikers 

and walkers, traverses the Paparoa Range between Blackball and Punakaiki. It is 

being built in conjunction with the Pike29 Memorial Track which will open when 

efforts to re-enter the mine have been completed. 

Outdoors News 

  Paparoa Track 
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Trampers lacked vital gear  
  Two overseas male trampers who died of exposure on their first trip in the Tararua 

Forest Park in November 2016 were missing vital pieces of gear and could have 

saved themselves by abandoning their planned route, according to coroner Tim 

Scott. They were found dead less than one kilometre from Alpha Hut. 

  The men, aged 32 and 39, were physically fit and reasonably well-equipped with 

sleeping bags and plenty of food. But they had no survival blankets, waterproof 

covers for their sleeping bags, adequate wet-weather gear, maps, compass, torch, 

emergency locator beacon or means of communication, apart from a cellphone. 

  The pair were believed to have walked in poor weather with inadequate clothing 

for up to eight hours. With no torches, they would have struggled in darkness for the 

last part of their tramp. 

 

DOC chided over signage 
  The death of a tourist who fell on the Gertrude Saddle route in Fiordland may have 

been prevented if DOC had not delayed installing warning signs, according to the 

coroner. Two people died less than a year apart in very similar circumstances on the 

popular tramping track, near the Homer Tunnel.  

  Both trampers, an Israeli man and a French woman, missed a crucial stream 

crossing on their descent from the saddle and continued down steep and unsafe 

terrain before falling down a cliff near a waterfall. 

  Coroner Marcus Elliott has now found that DOC did not act quickly enough to put 

signs in place marking the correct crossing point following the first death in 2016. 

DOC acknowledged it could have acted more quickly and, had it done so, the death 

may have been prevented. Both trampers were well equipped and experienced.  

 

Agreement reached on access 
  An agreement clarifying how public access will be allowed through Hunter Valley 

Station has been signed by DOC and the controversial American owner of the high-

country farm. US TV host Matt Lauer purchased the lease to Hunter Valley Station 

on the shores of Lake Hawea for $13 million in 2017.  

  He partly opened the station to the public, complying with Overseas Investment 

Office conditions. 

Public access to the station has been an issue of debate for many years, even before 

Lauer's ownership. It is hoped the new agreement, thrashed out by DOC, Land 

Information NZ and the station owner, with advice from the Walking Access 

Commission, will resolve issues that made national headlines earlier this year 

around public access through the farm to get to the Hunter River Valley in the 

Hunter River Conservation Area and Hawea Conservation Park. 

 

War declared on tahr 
  DOC is stepping up efforts to control Himalayan tahr across the central South 

Island as numbers have reached destructive levels. Tahr graze at high altitudes in the 

Southern Alps/Ka Tiritiri o te Moana where they feed most intensively on tall snow 
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tussock and kill entire plants. 

  New monitoring data gathered over 18 months has highlighted the population is 

much higher than expected and Minister of Conservation Eugenie Sage has asked 

for it to be reduced urgently. 

It’s estimated there are at 

least 35,600 tahr on public 

conservation land and that’s 

25,600 more than allowed 

under the Himalayan Thar 

Control Plan 1993 for the 

whole of the tahr range. 

  DOC aims to remove 

10,000 tahr over the next 10 

months. Tahr control will 

take place on public 

conservation land including 

the Westland/Tai Poutini 

and Aoraki Mt Cook 

National Parks, focusing on 

the Rakaia, Rangitata, 

Gammack and Two Thumb  

ranges. 

  Himalayan Tahr 
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From our archives… February 1993 

THERAPY ON THE TRACK 

  In many respects our Deadman's Ridge ramble was an unremarkable outing. But in 

others it was remarkable. A marvellous day in an unmemorable summer. A chance 

to get in touch with nature. To stand back from our daily routine. To get a 

perspective on the busy round before we plunged back into it. Tramping really is 

therapeutic. The day’s slogan was: With David Hine the weather's fine. 

 

November 2018 Quiz 
1. We see it in hut books but what is WX shorthand for? 

2. Rain clears the air -- true or false? 

3. What do you call the place where a tributary joins the main stream? 

4. Which distinctive forest park bridge is about to mark 30 years since its opening on            

2 December 1988 by then Conservation Minister Helen Clark? 

5. A desert, officially, is a place that gets less than how many millimetres of water in 

a year?  

6. Does the Rangipo Desert qualify as a desert -- yes or no? 

7. In which national park is what DOC claims is the longest running invertebrate 

pest control campaign in the world? 

8. Following on the above question, what is DOC try to eradicate? 

9. Freeze dried Back Country Cuisine is made where? 

10. Name the world's laziest mountain 

        Answers below 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. Weather 

2. False but it settles the dust 

3. A confluence 

4. Rangiwahia Bridge on the track to Rangi hut 

5. 200mm 

6. No, it gets more than 1200mm of rain each year 

7. Egmont National Park targeting goats 

8. Goats 

9. Invercargill 

10. Everest (ever-rest, get it?) 
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Bookworm reviews new books in our library 
Wildboy’s Stewart Island Odyssey 

  Walking around the New Zealand coast in over 600 days made Brando “Wildboy” 

Yelavich into a legend. He wrote about his adventures in Wildboy but he wasn’t 

finished yet. His next adventure was to tackle Stewart Island — a journey of epic 

highs and lows which he recounts in Wildboy — to the Edge and Back — now in the 

club library. 

  Brando is upfront about his 31 days amid the most brutal and unforgiving terrain of 

Stewart Island. It was physically exhausting but also mentally —“it really opened 

my eyes to what’s important to me.” 
  Bookworm’s verdict: If you enjoyed Brando’s first book you’ll be inspired by this journey of 

self-discovery.  

             

  Talie Morrison’s tramping CV is impressive. An American, she has tramped in the 

USA, Nepal, South America, Tasmania, the Pyrenees and New Zealand, usually 

alone. She has also spent 14 months in Antarctica.  

  She particularly loves New Zealand and her book, Still Going Strong — Backpacking 

Adventures Through My 60s — details at length a number of tough walks in this 

country. These include the Dragon’s Teeth, Three Tarn Pass, Dusky Trail and the 

Pyke-Big Bay-Hollyford loop.    
  Bookworm’s verdict: Talie Morrison is a grandmother but never considered her age a reason 

to stop solo tramping. Marvel at her self-reliance, skills and determination. 

      

      

  The Hunters could have been sub-titled all you wanted to know about our amazing 

birds of prey. In this beautifully illustrated book we learn about NZ falcon, harrier 

hawk, morepork, little owls and barn owls, occasional visitors from Australia as well 

extinct species — Haast’s eagle, laughing owl, Eyles’ harrier and NZ owlet-nightjar. 

  Author Debbie Stewart is captivated by raptors and has worked with them for more 

than 30 years. She founded a charitable trust which led to the establishment of the 

Wingspan National Bird of Prey Centre in Rotorua of which she is the director. 
  Bookworm’s verdict: The lives of these birds are seen in intimate close-up and the case is made 

for their continuing protection as a vital part of our fragile eco-system. 

                

 

     In Eiger Dreams, Jon Krakauer, who wrote a bestseller on an Everest disaster, 

provides a collection of his writings on mountaineering, spiriting the reader to the 

highest reaches of some of the greatest mountains in the world.  

  Filled with the eccentric characters of the mountaineering community who live for 

the thrill of dicing with death, these pieces include such diverse activities as scaling 

frozen waterfalls in Alaska, canyoneering in Arizona and an amusing digression on 

how to survive being tent-bound. 
    Bookworm's verdict: Krakauer’s first-hand and intimate accounts take us right to the 

mountains themselves to experience both the thrills and terrors of climbing. 
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     In 1997 two Kiwis took on the Atlantic and won. In the trans-Atlantic Challenge 

30 boats and 60 rowers set out to row a vast stretch of water that had previously 

been attempted by only a handful of oarsmen, six of whom died. Not only did Rob 

Hamill and Phil Stubbs, the only Kiwis, win but their 41 day epic was a new record. 

  The saga of Kiwi Challenge is covered in The Naked Rower — a story of high 

adventure, friendship placed under unbearable strain, terrible tragedy and the 

triumph of the human spirit. 
   Bookworm's verdict: This book is a real page-turner. Hamill is remarkably frank about the 

downside of two men in a boat under stressful conditions. 

 

 
   

Down a Country Road – Stories from NZ Heartland    

Reviewed by Barbara Gordon 

   Colourful and eccentric personalities from South Island back country feature in 

Tony Orman’s Down a Country Road.  Mostly Good Keen Blokes – Makarora Jack 

the Roadman, the swaggies, Dr Orbell and the takahe, this is a good read seasoned 

with tales of near-drownings and accidents.  One hardy chap’s do-it-yourself surgery 

with a darning needle and DIY dental extractions.  A tough lot indeed.  

   A few Good Keen Sheilas  were drawn to these man’s-world regions too:  

pighunters Lisa and Ethne, Lorna of the Bainham store, and the doughty Betty who 

fought bureaucrats hell-bent on exterminating Arapawa Island’s goats.  Thanks to 

Betty, the unique English goats introduced by Captain Cook in 1770 survived to 

become a tourist attraction.  

   Of interest to this bookworm was a hidden Marlborough farmhouse that was NZ’s 

link with the Bletchley Park decoding operation in England. Highly-skilled WRENS 

monitored the communications of German and Japanese submarines that came 

perilously near our shores during WW2. When the Wrens took time off in the local 

community, they were assumed to be landgirls.   

   An enjoyable read that inspires admiration for pioneering explorers and backblock 

oddballs from former days.  

Club Position Vacant 
The club requires a replacement Librarian. A person who has a passion for 

appropriate books, keen to follow the processes, and source and recommend new 

books. 

Val (Wackrow) our resigning librarian has maintained our library for more than 

six years, ensuring up to date books are available for our members and following 

processes for borrowing. We are very fortunate to have had the enthusiasm she 

has extended to the club, and wish her well for the extra activities she wants to 

pursue. Thank you, Valarie. 

To register your interest, please contact Secretary Frances Gibbons 

fmgibbons64@gmail.com or phone 06 345 8952.  
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TT2 Report 
 

Thur 12 July:  With showery weather we met at Kowhai Park for a walk around 

Bastia Hill - 12 people attended. 

 

Thur 26 July:  Very heavy showers today so we shortened the walk going over the 

Aramoho Railway Bridge then with improving weather we continued up to the City 

Bridge. The latter wasn’t a good move, as on the way back the rain set in sending us 

scattering to the Yellow House for our morning tea. Eleven people attended. 

 

Thur 9 Aug: This week we had a lovely Spring day so a car pool was arranged out to 

Bason Reserve to view the daffodils - 12 people attended 

 

Thur 23 Aug: Today’s walk was officially cancelled due to the wet weather. 

However, four turned up at the Splash Centre car park so we decided to continue in 

the rain for a walk around Bens Place and St Johns Hill. 

 
Thur 6 Sept: A walk this week from Taupo Quay around Putiki, up Taylor Street to 

Durie Hill with our morning tea at Jeanette Prier’s  home, then continuing around 

the Dublin Street Bridge back to Taupo Quay - 16 people attended. 

 
Thur 20 Sept: This Thursday 26 people met at the Aramoho Shopping Centre 

(Kaikokopu Road entrance) for a walk up the Roberts Ave hill.  

 

Carolyn Shingleton 
 
 

 

Dave's Rave  

Working through pre-event rituals      
by Dave Scoullar  

 

  I’m getting my gear ready on a Friday afternoon for a weekend tramp. It happens 

to be the day before the second Bledisloe rugby test between the All Blacks and the 

Aussies. I wonder if their thought processes are anything like mine. 

  Running through the check list and getting the gear together piece by piece, 

packing up the sleeping bag, trying to figure out how cold it is going to be and 

whether the raincoat is needed. The forecast is for a fine weekend. OK, just go with 

a wind-cheater.  

  How about food and snacks? I don’t want to go hungry, but on the other hand 

nothing too heavy. Something sweet for a sugar rush when I’m tiring. Chocolate or 
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muesli bars will be good. 

  Our destination is a basic, unserviced hut so any wood we get for the stove will  

have to be scavenged and will probably be wet. In that case we may struggle to get 

the stove going. I’m sure the leader will bring a small saw but make sure I have 

plenty of warm clothes.    

  As the gear piles up there’s a pleasant sense of anticipation but also it’s a bit edgy. 

Yes, the adrenalin is starting to flow and there’s more than 12 hours before we leave. 

Maybe All Black veteran Owen Franks feels like that as he prepares for one more 

sleep before his 100th test match. Will he have a bad night?  I never sleep that well 

before an early start and tomorrow it’s 6.30am. 

  We have to walk through a river early on and I don’t want to have wet feet all day. 

What to do? Maybe wrap my feet in plastic bags. Or, as another member plans, wear 

my hut shoes and change into my boots after crossing. These are decisions to be 

made and I will have to live with them for two days. 

  There are eight of us on the trip and only four bunks. And though it’s unlikely, 

there may be others in the hut before us. Better take a poofter pad. Get out the map 

and check where we’re going. We’re not sure how well the track is marked so work 

out the route. We have GPS coming but figure out the compass bearings anyway.  

  We may not be All Blacks, but like them each of us has our own pre-event rituals. 

A mass of small details to work through and check lists to tick off as we get pumped 

up for our big event. Our own test match. Even then we don’t always get it all right. 
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WTC Trip Reports 
 

Mangetepopo to the Chateau, Mt Ruapehu 

Wed 15 Aug 2018 

Scribe: Graham Sutcliffe 

   After a night of very heavy rain and blustery weather eight brave hardy (stupid?) 

souls set off at 7.30am.  After many years of travelling the Paraparas, all had not 

seen so many rushing waterfalls on both sides of the Mangawhero.  The river also 

was extremely large and turbulent.  The weather on the tramp was not that bad 

although we experienced fine, misty, drizzly, wet and cold.  That’s why we take wet 

weather gear.   

   This tramp is not hard and in fine weather there are good views.  However on this 

day we could hardly see the mountain.  The van was taken to the Chateau by 

Margret and Graham who, after finding that the coffee shop did not open till 

11.30am, set off to meet the others. We made contact and arrived back at the van 

around 2pm.  

  Those enjoying (so I understand) this day were Helen Atkinson, Sue Haden, 

Margret McKinnon, Dick Mitchell, Dorothy Symes, Bruce Thomas, Shane Wilson, 

and leader Graham Sutcliffe. 

 

Patea Dam 

Wed 18 Jul 2018 

Scribe: Graham Ellett 

    Twenty-seven trampers, two vans and our Suzuki headed off  inland of  Patea. 

Disused dairy factories were not registered by the younger generation but when the 

road narrowed and the bends sharpened, eyes were alert. An exciting drive through 

the cloud and along the steep winding road. We stopped first at the McColl's 

homestead to check that the next 10 km of  road was open and for a map to the tall 

trees they had spoken of. The section of  unsealed road had treefall and many a papa 

boulder had been cleared. Goats abounded. 

   We parked the vehicles on the quiet roadside and walked about a kilometre up a 

gully beside a creek.  Our morning tea stop was in a clearing under a large kahikatea, 

with an impressive rimu nearby. It was a beautiful patch of  bush. After retracing 

steps towards the road, we took a turn-off  uphill along a steep bulldozed track to the 

high point. The trig had been pushed over the spur by stock. Looking down over the 

farmland to Lake Rotorangi and the dam, we realised our height - and the view was 

well worth the grunt. Mt Taranaki can be seen in the background on days with less 

cloud, an oil painting. 

   After taking in the view we were ready for the downhill, a manuka scrub ridge to 

be scrambled through and a creek to cross. Plenty of  variety. The legendary H 

Stimpson might well be pleased. 

   Time for a lunch stop at the campground before a walk to the boat ramp and over 

the landfill off  the dam holding tight since 1984; 82 metres to the base. On the lower 

walk to the power station we could hear the hum of  the generators producing 
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enough electricity to run 10,000 households. We walked back to the vehicles along 

the road and followed the river to the mouth. 

  Most walked the informative signposted historic track back to the Patea Road 

bridge where we enjoyed a well-earned icecream before heading home. 

 

Mangaehuehu Hut 

Sat 21 Jul 2018 

Scribe: Bruce Thomas 

   We arrived at the carpark at 9.15am on a perfect clear morning. There was plenty 

of traffic heading past to the ski field. The creek crossings were OK, just the odd wet 

foot.  Morning tea stop was at the junction to Blyth Hut where we met a father and 

son plus two others who had spent the night at Blyth. 

   Onwards along the boardwalk we suddenly came out into the tussock and 

“whoa”- a whole big mountain in full view. We had this on and off for the rest of the 

day. Although there was no snow on the track, there were patches of ice to watch for 

and the hut was a welcome sight about 1pm. (It’s just over the ridge about four 

times.) 

   After lunch a cold wind started up and got stronger and colder, and the last 

boardwalk in the open was positively bleak. Back to a warm van and on our way at 

5pm which was later than expected but everyone was pleased with their day. 

   Happy trampers were Bruce Thomas, Fred Verschoor, Bruce Anderson, John 

Cook, Heather Mackenzie, Adrian Pike, Josh Ioun, Valda and Murray Lilburn. 

 

Tongariro Crossing  

Sat 21 Jul 2018 

Scribe: Kay Lee 

     This trip is probably one of the best experiences I have ever had. To be honest, 

there was a peaceful moment while we walked up from the west side of the 

mountain. However, as soon as we put our crampons on, the weather changed. We 

could see the mist and clouds in the mountains coming towards us quickly, and the 

wind started to blow on us ruthlessly. It didn't take too long to realize we had 

walked into a small blizzard. On the ridge, the wind was too strong. I felt it was 

risky to stand up straight and it was almost impossible to hear what other people 

were shouting about. The visibility was so poor we could only see two posts 

maximum. When we stopped for a rest, I realized the ice was not only layered on 

our coats but also went in the hair, beard and even eyelashes. There were sastrugi all 

over the place, which I had never seen before. It's a pity we didn't have a chance to 

see more on the ridge, but the adventure certainly made it worthwhile. 

   I wasn't really well equipped, but the team helped me out, I appreciate it a lot. It 

was a great trip and I'm definitely going next time. 

   Those on the trip were Esther, Michelle, Diane, Shane, Josh, Mike, Philip,  Mikki 

and myself; and Royce our driver.  We left the clubhouse at 6am and returned 

around 9 pm. 
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Manawatu Gorge  

Wed 15 & 29 Aug 2018 

Scribe: Esther Williams 

   Forecasts of westerly wind and rain both gave way to windless dry days as we 

enjoyed the tawa-podocarp forest of the Manawatu Gorge, a fortnight apart.  

   Conversation was enlivened by discussion on Mongolia, the quality of the forest, 

free speech and Don Brash. The second visit differed in that we sought three 

geocache and found just one. Great jubilation. Someone will have pudding!  

 

Gourmet Meal Trip 

Sat-Sun 18-19 Aug 2018 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  On trip: Margret McKinnon, Jacky Evans, Bruce Thomas, Helen Atkinson, Esther 

Williams, Juliet Kojis and Dave Scoullar. 

  It could have been a bit of confusing with the O’s, but this annual trip, scheduled to 

go to Omaru Hut on the Matemateaonga Track finished up at Omori on Lake 

Taupo. Good call — we swapped a cold hut for a warm house!  

  On the Saturday we explored the bush tracks around Omori and Pukawa for a few 

hours before heading for a soak in the hot pools at Tokaanu. The day ended with 

our luxury meal which began with mulled wine and a range of snacks. We moved 

onto meat loaf, vege casserole with haloumi cheese and carrot and beetroot salad, 

followed by a range of wonderful puddings including trifle and cheese cake. It was a 

struggle but we did our best! The evening closed with a quiz won by Helen’s 

Heroines. 

  Day two was clear and sunny and we headed to the Kaimanawa and climbed to 

Urchin trig (1392m) on a well-formed track. We were enjoying lunch and the 

wonderful views when two mountain bikers appeared. They had hauled their bikes 

to the trig and were keen to enjoy the fruits of their labours. Quite a feat! 

  After inspecting the Pillars of Hercules we reluctantly headed home down the 

Desert Road after an excellent weekend. A special thanks to Margret for the use of 

her Omori facility.  She says she doesn’t mind club trips based there, so keep that in 

mind.  

 

Day Trip to Mangaehuehu Hut 

Wed 22 Aug 2018 

Scribe: Laurel Stowell 

   Only seven hardy souls signed up for this trip on a day when rain was predicted 

across most of the North Island. Leader Dave Scoullar chose the destination when 

he found not much was forecast for the western flank of Mount Ruapehu.  We left 

the van at the Ohakune Mountain Road car park and set off about 9am. 

   It was a day of many types of precipitation, all light. There was mist, drizzle, tiny 

flecks of ice driven by steady wind and some large soft snow flakes that drifted lazily 

down. There were also sunny moments, and a few glimpses of the mountain’s lower 

slopes and the plateau below. Streams were crossed by wading or on swing bridges, 
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slippery boardwalks carefully navigated and puddles avoided. 

   We got to the hut in about three hours and had a hasty lunch. It was too cold to 

linger. 

   Not long after we started back to the van Cherry took a tumble and twisted her 

ankle. It was quite painful but she was able to lead us all back to the van at her own 

pace - not much different from our pace before her fall. 

   It was good to be back in the warm van and stop for hot drinks in Ohakune. We 

didn’t get back to Whanganui until 7pm, but all agreed it had been a real tramp and 

a mini adventure in a beautiful snowy landscape. 

   On the trip were Bruce Thomas, Royce Johnson, Diane Harries, Cherry Channon, 

Sally Gray, Laurel Stowell and Dave Scoullar. 

 

Poutaki Hut      

Sat-Sun 25-26 Aug 2018 

Scribe: Shane McCulloch 

   This trip was a bit of a mystery because there hadn’t been a club trip to this hut yet. 

DOC had moved the signs and made a new track to the river, which was a little 

swift and we had to cross it three times.  After a short walk up, we then travelled 

along forestry roads until our turnoff. 

   The track was well cut (I think hunters are keeping it open) but it was steep, very 

steep, through a mix of native and a lot of rogue pine trees for about two hours.  

When the weather tower came in to view it was a welcome sight, with only a short 

drop to the hut. 

   I had captive victims for the evening meal of my experimental mix of meat and veg 

which I had dehydrated.  However it seemed to work well and everyone said they 

enjoyed it. The hut was very clean and tidy, but small.  We crammed seven into the 

hut plus Robert who slept outside in a small tent.  The night was clear with possibly 

the lights of Napier in the distance.  As usual we were early to bed.  We were up 

quite early and the going back was a lot faster.  We were back in town by 4pm. 

   On the trip were: Shane McCulloch (leader), Graeme Sutcliffe, Robert Lott, 

Andrew Milham, David Scoullar, Bruce Anderson, Valarie Wackrow, Mark 

Sutherland.  

 

A Waitotara Crossover 

Thur 30 Aug 2018 

Scribe: Margaret Stratford 

   A beautiful day, two vans departed for a crossover trip in the Waitotara valley.  

Driver Earle took his van to Kaimanuka Road, while Driver Don drove to Lakes 

Road end. The walk past Mangawhio lake was a steady climb, largely on a logging 

track. Apparently, this track had changed considerably since the last visit, but 

Sandra led us ably and the two groups met simultaneously for lunch at the appointed 

place on the top. 

   The track through to Kaimanuka was a little muddier and seemed a little steeper. 

We met a local hunter on a quad bike with his two dogs.  We arrived at our van to 
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find the ground a lot wetter than it appeared: STUCK ! After attempts at pushing 

and a search for something to put under the wheels, another local turned up on a 

quad bike. He soon pulled us out and we were away. 

  Ice-creams at Waitotara completed a very enjoyable day. 

 

Cafe Tramp, Foxton 

Sat 1 Sep 2018 

Scribe: Sandra Rogers 

  A nice easy day was planned around Foxton. However the newest van decided to 

‘pack a sad.’ It had no power and only wanted to ‘rabbit hop.’ Back to the Council 

carpark to swop vans.  

  Once we arrived at Foxton we did two river walks, then down to the estuary. This 

estuary is famous for its bird life, with over 110 species of birds having been seen 

there. Following the river bank, we headed for the mouth of the river but due to 

sand blasting we turned back. After a nice café stop at the beach we headed home. 

  On the trip were Sandra Rogers (leader), Esther Williams (driver), Lorraine 

Whitton, Sharron Prouse, Murray Voss, Barbara Gordon. Plus Diane and Royce, 

whom we met down at Foxton. 

 

Three Short Walks 

Wed 5 Sept 2018 

Scribe: Sandra Rogers 

   Not a very nice day, at least we didn’t have any rain, just very strong wind.  

Starting off we walked the Patea River Walk. Very enjoyable with historic 

information panels. Sand blasted when we got to the beach so turned round and 

back to the van. 

   Second walk:  Manawapu Viaduct, just south of Hawera. A short walk that 

opened in March. 

   Third walk. Nowells Lake. Great to see how much all the plantings done by 

various school children have grown.  I decided against doing the Cardiff Walkway 

as it would be too slippery in the wet.  We ended our day at the Patea Museum. 

Well worth a visit and free entry. 

   On the walks were Sandra Rogers (leader), Ken Howie, Bruce Thomas, David 

Scoullar and Juliet Koljis, David Taylor, Diane Harries, Dorothy Symes, Esther 

Williams, John Newton, and Sally Gray. 

 

Deadman’s Track, Western Ruahine Range 

Wed 12 Sept 2018 

Leaders: Diane Harries, Royce Johnson 

Scribe: Diane Harries 

   With stunning spring weather – calm and sunny, although chilly first thing – we 

had a plan to visit the cedar forest up Deadman’s Track near Rangiwahia. As the 

van drew nearer to the Ruahine Range we could see snow shining in the sun along 

the tops – a brilliant contrast to the solid blue of the sky. Plunging into the cool, dark 
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beech forest from the carpark, we climbed steeply up a narrow grassy trail – very 

different from the fully formed and surfaced track rising gradually up to Rangi Hut 

on the next ridge. 

Mosses, lichens and ferns lined the trail and bleached cedar skeletons towered over 

the bush on the lower slopes. Small patches of frost showed us how cold it was, 

despite our having to peel off a layer of clothes with the exertion of the climb.  

   Soon we were passing large patches of snow along the trail and some 

leatherwoods coated by thick mats of glistening snow. The cedar trees on the higher 

slopes were green and healthy, and some of the old-man specimens with gnarled 

limbs looked artistically tortured. The snow on the trail gradually became deeper 

and slowed progress. We enjoyed lunch in the sunshine with calm conditions, 

surrounded by a very magical cedar forest that felt like a tidy garden. Return was 

back down the same track, passed by a hunter with a heavy backpack of deer meat 

heading home with a smile on his face. Excellent ice creams in Hunterville cheered 

our way home. 

   Twelve trampers: Bruce T, David S, Derrek B, Jiri K, Juliet K, Ken H, Laurel S, 

Pat G, Pippa M, Sally G, Royce J and Diane H. 

 

Oskams Property, Kawhaiki  

Thur 13 Sept 2018 

Scribe: Earle Turner 
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   On this tramp were 21 of us. The morning tramp was on a completely different 

track that we had not done before. The trees have all been milled so we found 

tracks up on the ridge with many ups and down and tracks everywhere. We kept on 

tramping till lunch time then turned back and found our way down off the ridge to 

the river valley and came back to the vans that way. A very good day. 

 

Maude Track 

Sat 15 Sept 2018 

Scribe: Barry Hopper 

   Nine of us left the clubrooms 6am and headed north to Mt Egmont.   At Hawera 

we met up with members of the Stratford Tramping Club and since we had spare 

seats invited them to join us for the trip to Maude Road end, Mt Egmont.   At 

Stratford we made a small diversion around the back streets to rendezvous with 

other members of the Stratford club and then it was on to Inglewood where we 

caught up with more of their members and headed for Maude Road. 

   The Stratford Tramping Club is a very small club with about 30 to 40 financial 

members. They do not have regular monthly meetings like we do and they keep in 

touch with one another the old fashioned way, via telephone. Also their members 

are scattered all over the Taranaki Province, Hawera, Stratford, Inglewood and New 

Plymouth. 

   At the Maude Road end we met up with the remaining Stratford Club members 

and two of our own, and at 9am headed off into a couple of bull paddocks which we 

had to cross in order to reach the National Park and the start of the track.  There 

were 11 from Wanganui and 12 from Stratford. 

   It was a constant uphill climb through the bush with the track being quite well 

maintained and dry.  Morning tea was at the junction of the Mangakotukutuku Falls 

track. The higher we climbed it seemed the track deteriorated to the point where we 

had to traverse a large washout.  The track was almost non-existent by this stage, 

however by then we were above most of the bushline.  It was fine and sunny with 

great views across farmland to New Plymouth. 

   We traversed around the right hand side of Maude to join up with the round the 

mountain track. We climbed the rocks up the rear of Maude to have lunch at the 

summit on what was a stunningly beautiful day. Great views across to Henry Peak 

(Maude’s twin peak), Mt Egmont, the Pouakai Ranges and back to New Plymouth 

and across to Opunake. We had a very enjoyable lunch with the Stratford Club and 

soaked up the amazing vistas. 

   Both Henry 1222 metres and Maude 1221 metres form part of the Eastern Pouakai 

Range. Henry was named for James Henry, a Scottish nurseryman who was a well-

known guide on the mountain. Maude was named for Princess Maude, a daughter 

of King Edward VII, who married King Haakon of Norway.  From the summit of 

Maude you can see across to the summit of Henry and the circular picnic table that 

was assembled on the summit by the New Plymouth Tramping Club. 

   On the way back down we stopped at the junction of Mangakotukutuku Falls and 

several took the track to view the falls, about a 20 minute round trip.  On the way 
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back to Wanganui there was a stop at Stratford’s North End Dairy for ice creams 

and coffees. We dropped the Stratford Club members off in Hawera and returned to 

Wanganui at 7pm 

   A fantastic day tramping with really nice people, both from Wanganui and the 

Taranaki Province. If you ever get the chance to tramp with these folk from the 

Stratford Club, do take up the opportunity, you will have a wonderful day out. 

   Tramping this day were: Adrian Pike, Tracey Hooper, Linda Hart, Esther 

Williams, Diane Harries, Royce Johnson, Brigitte Hund, Ann Marie Harper, Alice 

Milne & partner, and Barry Hopper, leader and driver. 

 

Whitiau Scientific Reserve 

Wed 19 Sept 2018 

Scribe: Graham Sutcliffe 

   On a beautiful day with virtually no wind the club helped pull ‘pink ragwort’ at 

Whitiau.  Before starting, DOC leader Scotty Moore told about the history of this 

duneland and how it’s a rare area virtually unchanged for centuries. However this 

weed has tried to take over the area and each year volunteers help by pulling out, to 

try and contain.  

    This is a fun and cruisy day out – definitely no pressure and pulling out at your 

own pace.  It is a feel-good day as we are helping in a small way for conservation.  

Also DOC supplies magnificent morning and afternoon teas, always appreciated. 

   Those out on this day were DOC workers Scotty and Thomas and the following 

volunteers: Adrian, Barbara F, Bruce T, David, Esther, Graham S, Juliet, Laurel, 

Margie C, Michael Mc, Murray, Roger and Sandra. 

 

Waitahinga Trails 

Wed 26 Sept 2018 

Scribe: Sue Haden 

    After Juliet reprimanded GS for being (ever so slightly) late to the carpark, our 

small Wednesday group headed out to the Waitahinga Trails for a working 

bee.  Starting from the Quarry Carpark, Juliet diligently sprayed and cleaned  the 

many markers along the track, Tracey wildly swung her samurai sword cutting the 

overhanging supplejack, Graham and Bruce with Pinky (Basil’s hammer  – his pride 

and joy) renailed, replaced and put new markers where they were needed, while 

Dorothy, David and Sue cleared debris from tracks.  The negatives were goats, pig 

rooting and sadly vandalised and missing tramping club signs.  We met up with 

Basil (thrilled to find his best farm shovel which he lost two years ago) Mike and 

Shane at the dam for lunch. They’d been busy digging, benching and marking a new 

track up to Tom’s Ridge - and we got to test it first.  A great job by that threesome 

and very much safer now. 

   A good day’s toil for our Wanganui families and the wider community to 

experience and enjoy. 
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Okapua Station 

Thur 27 Sept 2018   

Scribe: Earle Turner  

  Okapua Station up the Parapara is now owned by Paul Kinder.  This was 

advertised as being moderate in the morning and easy after lunch. There was some 

discussion about what the definition of ‘moderate’ is. However everybody made it 

okay. We had sun and showers during the tramp. When we stopped for lunch we 

had our heaviest shower and a sprinkling of hail. It didn't last long and no more 

showers.  

  There were nine young horses very interested in us, they circled around and 

stopped on our track and stayed there till we got very close. They repeated this 

several times, very friendly.   

  Another good day tramping. 

 

Taranaki Weekend 

Sat-Sun 6-7 Oct 2018 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  Spring in Taranaki can be dodgy but the weather turned out to be perfect for our 

annual visit to Ferdinand country. The Taranaki rugby team may have been 

performing poorly but the locals were friendly and Julie Kearse pronounced it the 

best Taranaki weekend she had experienced. 

  After a coffee stop in Inglewood we tackled the picturesque Huatoki Walkway in 

New Plymouth, starting from inland and working our way to the coast via Pukekura 

Park. Lunch was on the famous walkway by the wind wand and after a visit to the 

museum we headed back along the walkway to the van, a total walk of about 10km. 

Later, after checking into our accommodation, four members did a circuit along the 

walkway including the fabulous bridge. 

  Following the mandatory meal and movie and a refreshing night, next day we 

accompanied six members of the New Plymouth Tramping Club to the York Rd 

entrance to Egmont National Park. It took two and half hours up a good track, 

surprisingly dry, to reach the Curtis Falls track. Then most of the party ventured up 

the Waipuku track to the cave. 

  Returning the same way, we peeled off onto the York Loop Track to visit the 

remains of the metal quarrying during the 1900s. Thanks to NPTC for their 

hospitality. 

  On trip: Ken Howie, Dorothy Symes, Shane Wilson, Trevor and Julie Kearse, and 

Dave Scoullar. 

 

Oskam’s Farm 

Wed 10 Oct 2018 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  A child-friendly 15km ramble over Oskam’s farm at Kaiwhaiki attracted 11 adults 

and 4 children. The tracks were very dry and it was interesting to see how the pines 

have largely gone and the many new plantings on the hills and also the flats close to 

the river.  
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  There are plans to further develop and beautify the area for mountainbikers and 

walkers, so this is likely to become an increasingly popular venue in the future. 

  The day went well apart from one glitch involving a leader, a toilet stop and a lack 

of communication. Hang your head down, Dee Ess! 

 

Pukeatua Track 

Wed 17 Oct 2018  

Scribe: Di Harries 

  We had a complicated start to the day with a road accident blocking the highway at 

Kaitoke where we were supposed to be picking up Rozy, but weren’t allowed 

through. How could we let her know? After traipsing around via Fordell and losing 

over half an hour with the detour, we reached the highway again, and much to our 

surprise there was Rozy waiting for us!  So finally, we had the 16 trampers in the 

two vans with leaders Royce and Di driving.  

  We had chosen the lush native bush of Otaki Forks for a good leg-stretch up the 

Pukeatua Track, with the intention of going up at whatever speed we could muster, 

until lunchtime and then return. The sunny morning at Otaki was a complete 

reversal to what we had left behind in Whanganui. Some of us wandered up the hill 

enjoying nature, being serenaded by grey warbler and long-tailed cuckoo, while 

passing greenhood orchids, spider orchids, flowering bush lawyer and native 

clematis. Some went much faster and nearly reached the top, then settled under 

some moss-laden kamahi trees for lunch. Clouds and cooler conditions arrived after 

lunch, but it was still great for tramping, and still warm enough for ice creams at 

Levin.  

 

Three Walkways 

Mon 22 Oct 2018 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

   Eleven happy trampers enjoyed a ramble around three walkways in Taranaki on 

the Monday of Labour Weekend in lovely weather.  

  First up was the Cardiff Walkway on the Waingongoro Stream, one of the original 

walkways put in place in the 1980s. It’s still in excellent condition, showcases some 

beautiful bush and its lookout platform provides stunning views of Mt Taranaki. 

  Next was the Carrington Walkway in Stratford, alongside the Patea River. We 

traversed a part of this, admiring the beautiful rhododendrons and azaleas on a well-

formed track and ate lunch in King Edward Park. 

  On to Rotokare, a 230ha scenic reserve near Eltham, visited often by us but always 

a treat. With extensive wetlands and a 17.8ha lake, this is the largest fenced natural 

wetland in New Zealand. The birdlife was impressive and the predator-proof fence is 

obviously doing a great job.   

  On trip: Dorothy Symes, John Cook, Dick Mitchell, Sandra and Emily Rogers, 

Jeanette Prier, Reti Pearce, Marilyn McGlone, Julie Kearse, Margaret Lankow and 

Dave Scoullar. 
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Limericks 
 

Michelle’s the lass in the boat 
On the tarn she showed she could float 

But with no paddle she found 
She went round and round 

An error of which we took note 
 

When Adrian got off the van 
Things really didn’t go to plan 

He was left in the dunny 
It wasn’t so funny 

Now for pit stops he’s not such a fan 
 

There’s a whisper that Darrell’s in decline 
Though he insists “I’m great, really fine” 

But when he can’t find his teeth 
Just look underneath 

Or send a prayer to the divine 
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GOING SOLO, BEING SAFE, STAYING IN TOUCH 
  If you judge safety to be the paramount consideration in life you should never, 

under any circumstances, go on long tramps alone. Don’t take short tramps alone 

either, or for that matter, go anywhere alone. 

  And avoid at all costs such foolhardy activities as driving, falling in love or inhaling 

air that is almost certainly riddled with deadly germs. Wear wool next to the skin. 

Insure everything you possess against every conceivable contingency the future 

might bring, even if the premiums half-cripple the present. 

  Never cross an intersection against a red light, even when you can see all roads are 

clear for miles. And never, of course, explore the guts of an idea that seems as if it 

might threaten one of your more cherished beliefs. 

  In your wisdom you will probably live to be a ripe old age. But you may discover, 

just before you die, that you have been dead for a long, long time.        

                                      — Colin Fletcher, The Complete Walker 

Who is the Handsome Guy ? 
Answer: Ridgy Lythgoe 
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Waitahinga Trails 
Recently the Trails committee met with Parks people at WDC office. There is 

exploration currently being tendered out in the quarry for rock.  It was explained 

that at this stage not a lot has changed and when the work starts it should only take 

around three weeks.  

We were advised the trails were to be closed ongoing on a Wednesday – we pointed 

out this was our regular Wednesday tramping day when maintenance is carried out. 

WDC sympathy reigned and they agreed trampers and any special groups would be 

allowed entry Wednesdays. To have this access trampers or group leaders need to 

contact Dorothy Symes 345 7039 or Barry Hopper 345 3969  so access can be arranged.  

The Wednesday closure is for extra concentrated goat control. 

After the winter closure July and August, great work has been done by strongmen 

Basil, Shane and Mike 

benching the new track down 

to the dam. It had its inaugural 

tramp on a recent Wednesday 

working bee. Looks good, 

heaps safer. Triangle markers 

have all had a clean-up and 

their stability checked. Some 

signs still need to be replaced, 

also the update is still required 

on the main entry sign.  

Interestingly both Basil and 

Forest Manager Ian, estimate   

1,000-plus visitors to Waitahinga Trails in a year, with popularity climbing. There 

was mention of installing a pedestrian counter. Toilets are still on the agenda.  

The trails are a special place to visit, especially with summer looming and so close to 

home. 

 

Hut news 
Powell Hut to be replaced 

  Powell Hut in the eastern Tararua is closed from 1 November until 30 April for the 

existing hut to be demolished and a new hut re-built. The capacity remains the same 

at 32 bunks and will be more user-friendly with four separate sleeping areas to 

increase privacy. The existing hut has suffered from weather tightness problems that 

has weakened the overall structure.  

 

Big bucks for Milford hut 

  A $1.8 million 46-bunk hut planned for the Milford Track in Fiordland will be 

DOC’s most expensive hut. The new hut will be 2km from the current Mintaro Hut 

in the Clinton Valley and should be finished by the end of 2019.  DOC Te Anau 

  Waitahinga Dam 
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operations manager Greg Lind said the high cost was mainly for flying materials to 

the new site because of its remote location.  

 
Burned hut set for replacement 
  Casey Hut in Arthur’s Pass National Park is set to be replaced next year after 
burning down in 2015. The 16-bunk Lockwood hut was a popular weekend 
destination and a gateway to backcountry trips. DOC is looking into partnering with 
a private sponsor to build a hut on the site, otherwise it will shift the 10-bunk Poulter 
Hut down valley to the Casey Hut site.  

 

Diggers Hut swept away   
  Diggers Hut in the western Ruahine is a 
hut we have visited on day trips but not 
lately because of issues crossing farm land. 
Now we can take the hut off our list as it 
was severely damaged by a landslide and 
washed downstream in September.  DOC 
says the old-style four bunk hut, toilet and 
meat safe have been removed from the site. 
 
 
 

Who needs to know?   

A request for emergency contact details was emailed to members mid-
October - thank you to those who have responded. Now for members 
without email, the message is repeated below. You can respond to Dorothy 
ph 345 7039, leaving a voice message if necessary.  

Message from “The Housekeeper”   

If you experience an emergency or significant delay, who needs to know? --
Your spouse / partner / friend / neighbour / son, daughter ?  Emergency 
contact name and phone numbers are listed on the noticeboard at the 
clubrooms for you to check at any time.     

 

 Please provide details of who the club should call in an 

emergency:  name, relationship, phone number.  

  Diggers Hut 
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WTC  Support Advertisers 
I thought the above very worthy of an extra mention to our club members at this 

time. 

Once a year we revisit our supporting advertisers, to whom the club is very grateful. 

Unfortunately we cannot stretch to colour production but the advertisements can be 

viewed on the club website in colour, looking very smart. 

We welcome three new advertisers: Hobday and Lorentzen, Hardy Construction 

and Balance Accountants. 

Alterations have been made to Wilsons Hunting & Outdoors, Wanganui Hunting & 

Fishing, H & A Print, Guthries, Wash’N’Vac, Andersons and David Jones Motors. 

The other 11 listed in the front cover of the magazine are continuing their support. 

Please be urged to consider these advertisers first for any of the goods and services 

that may be appropriate for you at the time.  Their support contributes to the cost of 

your  Tramper  for yet another year.  

On behalf of our club members, thank you to our advertisers for your valued 

support. 

Dorothy Symes  

Communications  WTC   (call me ‘Dot Comm’) if you wish 
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ON NAMING NAMES 
  Trip reports are an important part of our magazine and it is interesting to get this 

feedback from a new member — “I have just finished reading the Aug-Oct issue and 

must (again) say how impressed I am with the contents. My only (small) gripe is that 

some of the trip reports do not include a list of participants. Although I only know a 

handful of other members I do find the articles with no names not nearly as 

interesting as those with. Such an inclusion should be mandatory.”  

  The official answer is that some time ago it was decided that trip participant names 

will only be included if less than 10 people. It was felt that as Wednesday and 

Thursday trips often get well over 20 people, naming them all uses up too much 

space in the magazine. Those on most weekend trips will be listed. 

We Celebrate Christmas 
At  6 pm Wednesday 5th December  Ridgy and 

his BBQ will be serving delicious delights to go 

with the lovely dishes provided pot-luck by our 
members. This is all for our very popular 

barbeque to be held in the Blind Centre Garden 
next to the clubrooms. For this event you will 

need to bring along equipment for eating and 
sipping a little Christmas cheer. The Dutch 
Auction, a load of fun, will follow in the club 

rooms.                                                                       

New trail for your bucket list 
  The Chilean government has launched a 2700km hiking trail through the 

Patagonian wilderness to Cape Horn. The route was made possible thanks to a 

donation of vast tracts of land by Tompkins Conservation, which was set up by 

Douglas Tompkins, founder of the North Face clothing company, and his wife 

Kristine.  

  In the 1990s the couple bought millions of hectares of wilderness in Chile and 

Argentina and became the world’s biggest private landowners.  Their mission was to 

protect the area from development. 
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WTC Officers 2018 – 2019 

LIFE MEMBERS: 

Neill Simpson,QSM     Dave Brockway         Iain Elliot Dave   Scoullar 

Doris Hamling     Colin Watson 

 

FOUNDING MEMBER               Margaret McGuire 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
PRESIDENT                             Margret McKinnon      344  3899 

VICE  PRESIDENT          Cherry Channon       347 9914 

IMM. PAST  PRESIDENT         Val Wackrow      027 688 8801  

                                                                                                          

SECRETARY           Frances Gibbons      345 8952 

TREASURER and  

     COMMUNICATIONS        Dorothy Symes      345 7039                 
 

COMMITTEE:       Basil Hooper      Barry Hopper     Bruce Thomas 

            Carolyn Shingleton        Michelle Mackenzie                                                

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—- 
  

NEW MEMBERS  Barbara Gordon  348 9149  

TRIP PLANNERS Dave Scoullar  343 2836 

  Michelle Mackenzie 022 642 9903 

MAPS  Basil Hooper 346 5597 

EQUIPMENT / GEAR Michelle Mackenzie 022 642 9903 

FIRST AID Juliet Kojis 343 2836 

VEHICLES Bruce Thomas  345 6532 

  Cherry Channon 347 9914 

FMC/LIBRARY Val Wackrow  027 688 8801  

LONG TRIPS/VAN USE Margret McKinnon 344 3899 

WAITAHINGA TRAILS Basil Hooper 346 5597 

POSSUM LODGE  Bruce Thomas  345 6532 

  Trevor Kearse 345 0142 

MANGATURUTURU HUT Barry Francis  345 3588 

PERSONAL LOCATOR BEACONS  

           POST-ACTIVATION  Dorothy Symes  345 7039 

 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Jeanette Prier  345 1651     jvprier9@gmail.com 

DISTRIBUTOR                  Jacky Evans 345 6858 stoned@slingshot.co.nz 

WEBSITE   Diane Harries  343 2222   d.vanillablue@gmail.com 

FACEBOOK   Heather Mackenzie    347 1250  mackenzieheather56@gmail.com 

                                                         or 022  616 5670 
 

WELFARE OF CLUB MEMBERS   

Please contact Sandra Rogers if you hear of illness, hospitalisation, bereavements 

 and the like. Phone 348 7630.  
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Sender: 

Wanganui Tramping Club 

P.O. Box 7324 

WANGANUI 4500 

 

 

Mt Taranaki from Maude Track 


