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From the Editor  
  Wishing you all a very Happy New Year and many fun days tramping over the 

summer! 

   Do you have tramping gear which you no longer need or want? Sort out all your 

unwanted gear and bring it along to the gear sale in May. See ad on page 42. 

  We now have an email address which is specifically for all communications about 

the Tramper Magazine. If you have a story, a joke, an item of interest or a picture 

which you think others would enjoy please forward it to this email: 
 

        trampermagazine@gmail.com 
 

 Our website is: 
        

        www.wanganuitrampingclub.net 
 

    No email? Handwritten contributions are perfectly 

acceptable.  
   

Jeanette Prier 
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Happy New Year to you all.  I hope everyone has had a joyful and relaxing 

Christmas – now we can move forward and refocus on our summer trips. For some, 

they combined Christmas and tramping, what a way to go! 

 

We have a great selection of  tramps coming up and we must thank our many leaders 

for the time they spend organising these outings. If  each of  our members 

contributed to organising one tramp a year, we would have the year pretty much 

covered. 

 

2018 has been a year to be proud of  with much happening within the club. 

Congratulations to the committee for their dedication to their respective tasks. We 

still await an outcome for Possum Lodge. 

 

In the last 12 months, club nights have had some very good presentations of  a wide 

variety of  tramps. These can stimulate our interest, and before we know it we are 

making our own plans to do similar trips.  Remember each one of  us is responsible 

for our own safety – keep that in mind when making any decisions in the outdoors. 

 

Enjoy and stay safe.  Happy tramping to you all. 

 

Margret 
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THE SINGER NOT THE SONG:  

MUSIC EARNS DICK A GONG 
  A big “well done” to Dick Mitchell on getting a Queen’s Service Medal in the New 

Year Honours for services to the community and music. Sent a congratulatory 

email, Dick replied, “I am in Verona en route to Salzburg and will be back tramping 

after I get home in February.” So we will get a chance to pat his back then. 

  The announcement of the award was a bit of a puzzle as the Whanganui Chronicle 

blundered by running a photo of Dennis Brown which it identified as Dick. A 

correction and apology followed the next day.  

  When an All Black gets to 100 tests they give 

him a cap. So what do you get when you do 

100 concerts with the Wanganui Male Choir? 

Better ask Dick who has appeared in 122 

performances. He joined the choir in 1961 and 

is the longest serving member. He’s also in NZ 

Male Choir — but we still haven’t persuaded 

him to give us a solo. 

 Dick has been a Rotarian in Whanganui since 

1980, helped the weekly remedial programme 

at Okoia School for 14 years, served in various 

capacities on the Whanganui branch of the 

Motor Trade Association since 1972, and was 

until 2018 a long-serving member of the 

tramping club committee and the vehicles sub-

committee. 

  Dick is now tramping club royalty along with 

our other QSM, Neill Simpson, who also  

happens to be a life member. Remember to 

bow or curtsey next time you see Dick. 

 

 

Copy for the  
May 2019 Issue of  the  

Wanganui Tramper  
to the Editor by  

April 16th 2019 
(Earlier appreciated) 

Thank You! - Jeanette 

The real Dick Mitchell QSM in relaxed  

mode on the Humpridge Track. 
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Club Nights  
Club Nights are held on the first Wednesday of each month 

(except January). Meetings are held 

in the Hunters & Deerstalkers Hall, 100 Peat Street at 7-30pm 
 

Club Night Programme 
 

For details of the Club Night programme please see              
“Scroggin” column in the Wanganui Midweek newspaper (generally the 

week before).  All are welcome. 

Pleased to Meet You 
New Members 

 
 Brenda Bishop, John Baxter, Terry Mullins, Orlanda Endicott, 

Widge Rowden; and the Stratton family   have rejoined.  

 

Our membership database needs to have the correct information 

so we can keep our members informed and up to date.  If there 

are any changes to your contact details please let Barbara Gordon 

(membership, ph 348 9149) or Dorothy Symes (treasurer, ph 345 

7039) know as soon as possible. 

Condolences 
 

  We convey our condolences to the following members of our tramping family… 

  The Liddell family on the death of Joan 

  The Vine family on the death of John   

  The Clancey family on the death of Dermott (Derry) 

  We apologise if we have overlooked any deaths.   
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  Club Activities 

MIDWEEK 

Wednesdays:  A more challenging midweek day tramp is offered weekly, planned by 

rostered leaders.  

Coordinated by: 

Margret McKinnon 344 3899, email margretjean@gmail.com 

 

Thursdays:  A tramp every second Thursday.  No bush bashing, generally over better 

tracks and a little easier. Planned and led by Earle Turner.  

Coordinated by:  

Val Cowan 345 0456, email otterval@gmail.com 

Coming months’ Thursday trips will be on the following dates: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

TT2’s (the second Thursday walk):  Alternate Thursday mornings. 

Leader Carolyn Shingleton 347 7644 will advise the meeting 

place and time.  Easy, ideal for the more senior member / 

recovering from injury / or for that extra walk with companions. 

 

 

WEEKENDS 

 

Overnight/multi-day tramps are advertised in Tramper 

along with the leader’s contact details. 

 

 

 

 

Weekend DAY Tramps:  Ask to be on the email list if you are interested in Saturday 

or Sunday day trips.  Contact Dorothy Symes 345 7039 

   

                

Mountain Biking:  Mountain bike trips are held from time to time.  Enquiries to 

Mark Kennedy  343 1135 or 027 757 1888 

 

 Tuesday Biking (BOMBS): Depart from the 

 I-Site 9.00am Tuesdays. Ask to be on the 

email list. 

 Contact Carolyn Shingleton 347 7644 

February 14 & 28 March  14 & 28 

April 11 & 25 May 9 & 23 
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Guess whose Btm (or Bum) this is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer on page 40. And this is what can happen to the fuel card too if you put it in 

the back pocket and sit on it. When on your trip, best to pop it in your wallet to keep 

in one piece. 
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SHUTES HUT HAS INTERESTING HISTORY  
  

 Shutes Hut, which is on our list to visit in May, was built at the top end of the 

Ruahine Range in 1920 for the owners of Big Hill Station, Vautier and Hewitt, by E 

Smith and Alex Shute. It served as a musterers’ hut on the station in a backcountry 

grazing area then carrying 1000 sheep.  

  The first, and for many years the only, regular occupant was Alex Shute who led a 

solitary life rabbiting. He planted a small orchard nearby as well as pine and gum 

trees, some of which still survive. 

  During the 1940s-1960s the hut was used by government cullers. Since then it has 

been used as accommodation by recreational hunters and trampers. The four-bunk 

hut is built of local stone and cement mortar which was laboriously packed in. It has 

a gabled roof with corrugated iron cladding. There is a fireplace at one end and it 

has a concrete floor.  

  The hut, which is backed by mature trees to the south and open grass to the north, 

stands in a grassy clearing 

surrounded by pine trees. The 

area is popular for hunting and 

the nearby Taruarau River is 

noted for its trout fishing. 

  The use of stone for a back 

country hut is very rare.  New 

Zealand’s few examples are found 

mainly in the South Island. This 

building represents an unusual 

determination to construct a 

durable structure, and the 

vernacular use of a local building 

material. Shute came from 

Timaru and it may be there that 

he learnt the craft of  

stonemasonry. 

  This hut is both a reminder of the determined attempts by pastoralists to farm 

marginal terrain in inland Hawke’s Bay and the important need to control rabbit 

numbers. The hut will remain in use and be maintained to protect its historic fabric 

and minimise deterioration. Conservation and maintenance plans have been 

prepared to guide its management.    

Shutes Hut 

“Walking. The body advances, while the mind flutters around it 
like a bird” Jules Renard 
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Tramping Trips 
Confirming your place 
For ALL trips (not TT2), you must phone the leader to confirm your place 
on the trip. For day trips the latest you can phone the leader is 7pm the night 
before the trip. For weekend trips phone by Wednesday evening. 
 
What you will need 
Good waterproof clothing including leggings or over-trousers is necessary. 
Woolen balaclava or hat and suitable mittens or gloves are essential for 
mountain trips. 
   You should carry your own immediate first aid supplies. Check with the 
leader for more details of what is required for the trip. Take lunches for each 
day, and your drink requirements, plus emergency chocolate, sweets and/or 
scroggin. On overnight  trips, all other food is supplied by the leader. 

Pack Liners 
 

      These are $5 each and are available from Barry Hopper. Phone 345 3969 
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Rules For Those Leading Tramps  
The destination and brief location, plus the list of participants, is to 
be placed on the notice board at the club rooms before leaving. 

These details must also be emailed to the five PLB contacts: 
 
russelladonaldson@outlook.com  (Russell Donaldson) 
btwtcvaux@slingshot.co.nz  (Bruce Thomas) 
tiger2@slingshot.co.nz  (Earle Turner) 
dorothy@displayassociates.co.nz  (Dorothy Symes) 
barbarajgordon@xtra.co.nz (Barbara Gordon) 
 

Need help? We have a list template – ask Barbara or Dorothy.   
For leaders without computers/email, phone details to  
Barbara 348 9149 or Dorothy 345 7039.   

 

Feb to May 2019 Club Activities 
  Note:  Trip cost estimates are based on 8 cents per kilometre 

(this will vary with increases in fuel prices) 
                                     

Feb 9-11  Eastern Taranaki    Tracey Hooper  

Sat-Mon   Tracey has long desired to explore the mythical Moki/Rerekapa 

  Track. A remote rugged track approximately 30km long, it follows 

  the Waitara River. There are farm tracks and bush with several 

  wooden bridges to cross. A mix of hut and camping for this trip 

  plus an extra day to walk the Whitecliffs Walkway. 

Mod          Cost to be calculated 

 

Feb 9 or 10  Turakina/Okoia Old Railway  Dorothy Symes  

Sat or Sun   The last time Dorothy took us over the old line there was a big 

  turnout and the trip was well received. She has been encouraged to 

  repeat it, so join her for a step back in time and a wander over a lot 

  of beautiful farm country. 

Mod               Cost to be calculated 

 

Feb 13-17   Waitotara Crossover    Brian Doughty  

Wed-Sun    The Waitotara crossover last April was such a success that Brian 

  has decided to repeat it, once again starting at the Stratford end and 

  ending at the top of the Waitotara Valley. Camp out first night at 

  Charlie’s and then stay at Puteore, Tahupo and Trains huts. Great 

  country and beautiful bush. 

                     Trip is full but you can go on the waiting list. 

Mod             Cost to be calculated 
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Feb 16    Stanton Memorial   Shane Wilson   

Sat        This memorial on a large rock in Tongariro National Park is in 

  memory of 18-year-old Warwick Stanton who died nearby in 1931 

  when a group of 14 university students climbing Mt Ruapehu got 

  caught in blizzard conditions. Go off track through wonderful rock 

  formations and majestic waterfalls. A stunning day walk on  

              which we will be joined by the Taumarunui Tramping Club. 

Mod      Approx cost $23 

 

Feb 17   Kapara and Beyond    Barry Hopper  

Sun       Barry will take us to the end of the Waitotara Valley and then 

  along the old road to the former grand Kapara homestead site. 

  Given enough time, we will continue along the track towards 

  Trains Hut.  Enjoy the moody Waitotara River and the fantastic 

  bush and soak up the history of the area. 

Easy     Approx cost $13 

 

Feb 23    Pot Luck Dinner        Diane Harries/Royce Johnson  

Sat         Join Di and Royce at 81 Mount View Road, Bastia Hill at 6 pm for 

  a friendly pot luck dinner evening. Bring a plate of food to share 

  and your drinks.  Come and enjoy the two-mountain view (weather 

  permitting) and spread out around their spacious new deck. 
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Feb 23-24   Rangipo Hut    Mike Cole  

Sat-Sun     Visit Rangipo Hut via Tukino Ski Field and Whangaehu River. 

  This is an alternative way into Rangipo hut, a bit longer but much 

  more interesting. We will navigate down the Whangaehu River 

  and re-join the normal route there.  On the way out may also try an 

  alternative route to locate the bund preventing lahars from the

  Whangaehu Valley getting into the Tongariro River. 

Mod             Approx cost $30 + hut fees 

 
Feb 23-26  Timber Trail Cycling      Carolyn Shingleton  

Sat-Tues  85 kms of cycling between Pureora and Ongarue in native forest, 

  across deep gorges and historic bush tramways, staying overnight 

  in the comfort of the Timber Trail Lodge. Grades 2-3 (Easy – 

  Intermediate).   

Mod           Cost to be calculated 

 
 
Feb 27    Trips meeting     Dave Scoullar  

Wed         Yes, that time again! We will look at where we can go in June-

  August. It seems there is a demand for day trips at weekends but a 

  lack of ideas and leaders. Time for people to step up. Phone Dave 

  or come to 7 Wairere Rd at 7.30pm.  

 

 
March 2-3  Pine Clearing     Margret McKinnon  

Sat-Sun     Our annual visit to Tongariro National Park to clear wilding pines. 

  This is a tradition almost as old as the club. We will combine with 

  the Hutt Valley Tramping Club. Camp out. Look forward to a 

  magnificent evening meal and breakfast, both of which are  

  provided. A great experience and one that is especially  

  recommended for new members to be blooded as eco-warriors in 

  our 50-plus year aborta contorta campaign. 

Easy/mod   Free! 

 

 
March 9  Field Hut    Margie Campbell  

Sat       Barbara Francis  

            Reached from Otaki Forks, Field was one of the first purpose-built 

  tramping huts in the country, and is the oldest surviving  

  recreational hut in the Tararua Ranges. Lovely bush and great 

  views. Approximately three hours to hut and two back to the van. 

  A great trip for first-timers or old hands. 

Mod          Approx cost $23 
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March 9-13  Tararua Wandering    Dave Scoullar  

Sat-Wed        Tracey Hooper  

  The team will access the Tararua from Otaki Forks on a five-day 

  wander that will take in at least part of the famous Southern 

  Crossing. The plan is exit via Kapakapanui but you never know 

  with this range, though it will be a time when settled weather is 

  most likely. 

Mod           Cost to be calculated 

 

March 16-17   Take a Kid Tramping   Margret McKinnon  

Sat-Sun          The walk into Mangaturuturu Hut is one kids just love. An  

  overnight stay will make it even more memorable for them. This is 

  to be a fun, electronic-free weekend. Open to big kids, little kids 

  and even 'old goats'. 

Easy/Mod Cost to be calculated.              

 

March 16 or 17    Tongariro National Park Exploring  

Sat or Sun         Basil and Tracey Hooper  

  Join Bas and Tracey for a bit of offtrack exploring in Tongariro 

  National Park, starting in the Mangetepopo area and then going off 

  the beaten track to explore between Ngauruhoe and peak  

  Pukekaikiore. Big country, big views. 

Mod               Approx cost $23 

 

March 23      Relay for Life                                  Brian Doughty  

Sat              This day replaces our weekend day trip and is an opportunity to     

                  participate in a special community event. There is a further note 

  on page 38. All your rellies, friends and grandchildren are  

  encouraged to join in for the fun day at Cooks Gardens. It will  

           be a great opportunity to demonstrate what we do, socialise with  

  WTC members and other participating teams in the community 

  Fun Day. 

Easy     

 

March 23 or 24       Ngauruhoe/Crossover   Esther Williams  

Sat or Sun     This visit to Tongariro National Park could involve a climb of 

  Ngauruhoe or another moonlight crossing of the Tongariro Alpine 

  Crossing. As these trips are weather-dependent, Esther will decide 

  in the few days before but you can register your interest. 

Fit                    Approx cost to be calculated 

 

March 25-April 1  Explore Taupo Region   Helen Atkinson  

Mon-Mon   Join Helen for a series of day walks around Taupo-Mt Tauhara, 

  Tongariro River walk, Huka Falls walkway, Botanical Reserve, 

  Waihaha track etc. 
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                     Trip full but contact her to go on the waiting list.    

Easy/mod    Cost to be calculated 

 
March 30 or 31  Lake Namunamu    Earle Turner  

Sat or Sun     Earle has a large number of farm tramps in his repertoire and Lake 

  Namunamu, near Hunterville, is one of them. Join him for a 

  pleasant day out in the country and a chance to visit an interesting 

  lake. An ice cream/coffee stop will also be factored in. Earle will 

  pick the better day weather-wise. 

Easy                Approx cost $10  

 
April 6   Cafe Tramp    Sandra Rogers  

Sat        Another of Sandra’s famous cafe tramps, this time on the ever-

  popular Manawatu Gorge Track. A cruisy 9am start and a  

  guaranteed good day out. 

Easy     Approx cost $17  

 
April 13-14  Taranaki Coastal Walkways     Michelle Mackenzie  

Sat-Sun   Whitecliffs Walkway is our main attraction on Sunday, with a 

  wander along Ohawe and/or Opunake Walkways on Saturday. 

  And if time allows a stop at Cape Egmont Lighthouse. On  

  Saturday night there will be fish and chips on the beach before 

  finding a camping spot at either Waitoetoe DOC Campground  

                (preferred option) or Oakura Holiday Park, dependent on weather. 

Mod          Approx cost $34 transport + accommodation + fish and chips 

 
April 13 or 14  Raumati Circuit    Roger Kealey  

Sat or Sun   Roger will revisit one of his favourite coastal walks which takes in 

  the escarpment above Raumati with its beautiful views of Kapiti 

  Island.  The group will then proceed downhill, through Coastlands 

  and along the coast through Queen Elizabeth Park then back to the 

  van. 

Easy/Mod    Approx cost $23   

 
April 19-22  Mangapurua Valley    Brian Doughty  

Fri-Mon        This is our Easter biggie and Brian is hoping for settled weather for 

  his National Park to Mangapurua trip with the usual camp sites 

  along the way ending with the jet boat to Pipiriki.  We are looking 

  to complete this trip in four days so this may mean one long day on 

  the downhill section into the valley. 

Mod               Cost to be calculated 

  

 



 

The Wanganui Tramper                               16                                           February- April 

April 20 or 22   Pohangina Valley Walks   Margie Campbell  

Sat or Mon    Want a leg stretch over Easter? Margie has two easy walks in the 

  Pohangina Valley which fit the bill. First is the Fern Walk in the 

  Totara Reserve, a loop tramp through beautiful bush. Next is the 

  Pettifar and Gilchrist Loop, tracks which go down a series of 

  terraces to the Pohangina River on an old horse and  

                        cart route. Total walking time about four hours. Margie will choose 

  the better day weather-wise. 

Easy             Approx cost $18 

 

April 27-28  Hutt Valley Wandering   Dave Scoullar  

Sat-Sun        Jacky Evans  

  Last year the Hutt Valley Tramping Club visited and we took them 

  over the Atene and Waitahinga tracks. Now they have asked us to 

  come down and be hosted by them. There will be trips both days 

  and we will stay at the home of Anne Hills at Wainuiomata. Early 

  start Saturday. 

Easy/mod  Cost to be calculated 

 

May 4-5  Waihohonu Hut   Dorothy Symes  

Sat-Sun   Dorothy had a team going to this hut in Tongariro National Park 

  last October but had to pull the plug because of a horrendous 

  weather forecast. But she’s a stayer and the trip is back on the list. 

  Enjoy a delightful walk through stunning landscape and overnight 

  at a plush hut. 

Mod        Approx cost $27 + hut fees 

 

May 4-7  Tongariro Northern Circuit  Brian Doughty  

Sat-Tues   By waiting until May the hut fees will be half. This trip will be 

  made up of four days with reasonably easy walking around a really 

  cool part of Tongariro  National Park. 

Mod        Cost to be calculated  

 

May 11-12  Shutes Hut    Dave Scoullar  

Sat-Sun     From Comet Rd off the Taihape-Napier Rd, it’s only a 2-3 hour 

  walk to historic Shutes Hut which has heating and mattresses. 

  There are only four bunks, so it may be necessary to take tents or 

  flies. In the northern Ruahine, this is an area not often visited by 

  us, so grab the opportunity. 

Mod           Cost to be calculated 

 

May 18   Pot Luck Meal         Suzanne Roberts/Robert Lakeland  

Sat         Suzanne and Robert have moved house and have generously 

  offered to host a pot luck meal in their new riverside abode,              
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  3 Riverbank Rd, starting at 6pm. Don’t bother to phone ahead — 

   just turn up.  

 

May 18 or 19  Marton Sash and Door Track  Dorothy Symes  

Sat or Sun  This tramp at National Park keeps pulling us back. It’s flat, has 

  interesting bush, logging history, mountain views and is a circuit. 

  What more could you ask? Dorothy will choose the day with the 

  best weather. 

Mod           Approx cost $20 

 

May 25-26  Kime Hut     Shane McCulloch  

Sat-Sun   Kime is an iconic hut on the tops of Tararua Forest Park, reached 

  from Otaki Forks. Visitors also get the bonus of walking past 

  historic Field Hut. Shane would love to see the new(ish) Kime Hut, 

  hopefully with no crowd and before the heavy snows arrive. 

Mod         Approx cost $29 + hut fees 

 

 

 

 

“Gardening is a way in believing there is a tomorrow”  

                                                                    Author unknown 
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THE BENEFITS OF WALKING POLES 
  

 Walking poles are now commonly used by trampers who have knee or agility issues. 

Also by those who recognise that they help them move across terrain quicker, 

provide additional support and reduce the amount of effort required thus allowing 

them to achieve more during walks.  

  When used correctly walking poles can significantly increase your pace which has 

additional health benefits. You will increase your heart rate and oxygen uptake 

without feeling like you are expending vast amounts more energy. The workload will 

be spread across different muscle groups, not just the legs. 

  Poles also offer increased support and stability on unfamiliar ground and uneven 

surfaces. The extra two points of contact with the ground will increase confidence, 

especially if you are feeling fatigued towards the end of a walk. 

  Another benefit is that they improve posture, especially important if you are 

carrying a load. Poles will make you more conscious of being upright while walking. 

There is a tendency to slump forward while going uphill which shifts the centre of 

gravity and actually increases the chances of slipping or stumbling on uneven terrain. 

The poles will help keep your body position more upright so you can use your arms 

and shoulders to propel yourself up the trail easier. 

 

Get correct height  

  First you need to set your walking poles to the correct height. Next, open up the 

strap to a size whereby you can get your hand through it comfortably, but so it isn’t 

too loose. Pass your hand up through the loop and then grip the handle, the strap 

should cross the palm and ‘wrap’ beneath the thumb. Using the strap this way 

enables a better connection with the pole and helps maintain control over the pole if 

your grip becomes slippery or you stumble. 

 

Using your poles 

  There is no right or wrong way to use poles but there are ways that can help use 

them more effectively. Most walkers use their poles inefficiently, bending their arms 

at the elbow and placing the pole tip slightly in front to use the pole as support. A 

more effective way is to keep your arm in a fairly neutral position (which is with a 

very slight bend) and use the shoulders to propel yourself forwards. 

  Use a relaxed and loose grip on the poles. By using the straps as described above 

you maintain a good contact with the pole at all times. Use baskets on your poles 

when traversing softer or unknown terrain as this will stop the poles from sinking too 

far into the ground and give greater stability and support. Rubber ferrules are useful 

when traversing ground that the tungsten carbide tips cannot bite into – this will stop 

the tips from skidding across the surface. 

  Try to use poles in pairs. While one pole is better than no pole, using a pair gives 

the greatest level of stability and control as well as improving posture. 
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Walking down hill 

  When travelling downhill position the poles slightly in front and engage the shock 

systems so as to lessen the impact of the fall of the hill. If you shorten your stride 

too, this will take some of the impact stress from the knee joints, especially 

important if you are carrying a backpack. If the terrain is very steep, icy or muddy, 

one useful technique is to walk down sideways, ramming the tip of the pole well into 

the ground and positioning the foot right up to it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walking up hill 

  On steep uphill sections of your walks, shorten the poles slightly. You should be 

using the poles to push off not help pull yourself uphill so try not to plant the tip of 

the pole in front of your lead foot. If the tip is too far forward, you will be using your 

energy pushing the pole downward instead of backwards. Try to keep the poles 

reasonably close to the body to improve efficiency, too. 

 

Nordic Walking 

  This is an exercise and fitness activity which uses specially designed poles during 

regular fitness walking. It enhances and intensifies natural walking by incorporating 

the use of the upper body. From this single activity, Nordic Walking gives multiple 

health benefits that you would often only achieve by doing a combination of 

exercises, activities or sports. These include higher calorie use, improved posture, 

along with upper body strength and flexibility. 
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PACK TALK FEBRUARY 2019 
 

 
People go tramping to forget things and when they open their packs they find they did.  

 

Long Drop suggested to editor Jeanette Prier that The Tramper needed a promo 

slogan. And he had one in mind — “Doctors bury their mistakes, we publish ours.” 

She was a bit cool about this. Wonder why. 

 

Di Harries’ cunning plan for keeping her feet dry crossing streams — using Dry Bags 

— has not gone unnoticed. The columnist, Scroggin, in Midweek dubbed her Clever 

Tramper of the Year. 

 

Di isn’t the only one with a cunning plan. Regular Tuesday cyclist Kate Jones 

showed us how to get a second coffee buckshee. Oh, she said, I think a bird 

deposited in my coffee (or it may have been a drop of water). A passing waitress 

immediately produced another coffee. Nice one, Kate. And Long Drop can confirm 

that something definitely did descend from the skies because he was only a metre 

away. 

 

Reliable sources (we only listen to reliable sources) report that Jim G had been 

lustfully surfing suspect websites — electric bike ones. STOP PRESS: He’s bought 

the bike and is now unstoppable. Barbara, struggling to keep up with Old Codger, 

was compelled to follow suit.    

 

Going on a tramp to Taranaki has the added attraction of observing progress on the 

home of Cherry and Johnny Channon at Westmere. We’re looking forward to the 

house-warming party! 

 

Barbara G was impressed by the turnout of 24 for the first tramp of 2019 over the 

Remutaka Rail Trail and recalls that it was walking the Incline in the late ‘80s that 

she decided to get a bike after seeing several ladies of advanced years on the new-

fangled mountain bikes. She and Jim biked over to Featherston for a milkshake 

several times. 

 

23 had booked for the last Thursday tramp of 2018 but overnight rain saw three 

cancelling (all men, it has to be said). By departure time, the rain had stopped. 

 

Which is harder, getting down to sit on the grass or getting up? Grandaddies Fred, 

John and Jim agreed on a contest to see who could stand up the fastest but Fred, the 

winner, was disappointed that no-one was watching. All that effort … 
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Summer storms almost dampened Thursday trampers’ garden party at the Gordons, 

but around 5pm the thunder, lightning and rain ceased and out came the sun. 

Augurs well for the coming year? 

 

Nine bike-riding bombers showed up on New Year’s Day – enviously beholding 

Carolyn’s fabulous new electric Trek. How is she going to work off those Yellow 

House doughnuts now? 

 

“Will the lady cleaning the van please stop” came over the tannoy at the service 

station where Dorothy Symes, busy at work, had strayed from the windows to the 

van’s bodywork which irked the powers-that-be. 

 

Good to see Neil Simpson, an esteemed Queenstown-based clubbie, written up in 

Wilderness magazine as a poster boy for elder tramping. He’s been tramping for 

nearly 65 years and was made a WTC life member (our third) in 1970. 

 

Marilyn McGlone, blown away by the bush, river and rhodos on the Carrington 

Walkway: “This is honeymoon stuff!” 

 

Takaka-based Brian Sixtus is always up to something. So when he attended the 

December meeting and came up front with a cardboard box, we wondered what was 

coming. It turned out he’d been busy on his lathe and presented Doris Hamling and 

Bruce Thomas each with two beautiful wooden bowls made from macrocarpa and 

yellow pine from Possum Lodge. 

 

Ouch and ouch! A communication glitch meant that instead of visiting the 

Mangaweka boulders with the Wednesday group, Jacky Evans and Helen Atkinson 

were left behind. Fred Verschoor also knows that forsaken feeling and having to 

walk home after he’d been dropped off at the club to find they’d left on the Marton 

farm walk tramp without him. 

 

When Bruce Thomas met a middle-aged Whanganui tramper on the Rangi hut trip 

he explained the club was also visiting the hut. The bloke told him, “I’ll come and 

see you when I’m old.” 

 

The 8km metal road up to the tower on Wharite is, let us say, interesting. It’s windy 

and steep in places but not white knuckle territory and it sure is quicker than the 

tramp from Coppermine Creek. 

 

The track around Wharite is muddy in places leading to this exchange: 

Sandra Rogers: “I had to take my leggings off, they were so grotty.” 

Jeanette Prier: “You can’t take your legs off.” 

 

We miss Graeme Aitken (moved to Tauranga) for many reasons, not least there is 
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no one to give the bad jokes we got out of our Christmas crackers. Sample: What do 

Santa’s little helpers learn at school? The elf-abet! 

 

Others to leave us are Sue and Vince McBride, who moved to Porirua in January to 

be closer to family. Sue is already working on a suggestion that we use her as a guide 

for Porirua-based walks on a future trip to the area. She is always ready with a quip 

and departed on this one: “We all seem to be getting allergies — mine is 

housework.” 

 

Is nothing sacred?  It seems that the femmes now have no problem invading the 

men’s facilities, as we found when making a toilet stop at Raetihi. Note, we now 

have flash new loos at Raetihi. 

 

Sprung! Judith Harrison was a little secretive about a milestone birthday last 

November but demonstrates that turning 80 doesn’t mean one has to stop climbing 

steep hills. The ladies had a treat lined up for her on their Coromandel get-away but 

she had to pull out, so no treat for her on that trip. 

 

Jude, meanwhile, has a new name — poo poker —after spending time on a 

Thursday trip to Fordell lifting cow pats. Why did she do this? So the grass could 

grow underneath. 

 

A good way to start a leisurely Saturday — spotting Frances Gibbons’ face smiling 

out of a feature in the Whanganui Chronicle on the museum at Wanganui 

Collegiate School. 

 

People find many things on the Camino … spiritual solace, self-knowledge, sore feet 

and even romance. Cue Andy Beck, now in the USA, meeting with a female 

Camino companion. Go Andy! 

 

The tramp is over and we are preparing to drive home …  

Basil Hooper: “Cherry, can you drive for me? I’m dozy in the afternoon.” 

Sue Haden: “Only in the afternoon?” 

 

Sometimes it just seems your luck is out! Brian Doughty picked a weekend in 

November for a trip to Trains hut and what do you know, it coincided with work on 

the hut, so DOC closed it to the public. Never mind, like Arnie, Brian will be back! 

 

The TT2s sure get around. They closed 2018 with a visit to Shane McCulloch’s 

greenhouses, previously growing a main crop of tomatoes but now diversified into 

Asian vegetables. A chance to buy some veggies, too. 

 

Graham Sutcliffe wasn’t idle in his absence from Wednesday tramps during most of 

November — he was growing a moustache. Well, it was November. George Neil 
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was not impressed, telling him: “I thought that fuzz on your top lip would have 

filtered out all that … (censored).” 

 

Seeing Shutes Hut on the trips list reminds us of Russell Donaldson’s two visits there 

some years ago — yes two! After his trip he found he’d left his hut shoes behind. He 

was fond of those shoes so the next day he drove all the way back and tramped in to 

collect them.  

 

“I was offered a taste of the track but I’d rather have a taste of lunch.” — Julie 

Kearse hit by hunger pangs. 

 

When Cherry Channon felt unwell on a Wednesday day trip to Field hut, the rest of 

the group speculated on how they could help — Mike Miller, a doctor, and nurses 

Tracey Hooper and Juliet Kojis could look after the medical side, with pharmacist 

Di Harries providing pills. If things got bad Jacky Evans could draw up a will. And 

if it all turned to custard, handyman Royce Johnson could make a coffin and Dave 

Scoullar could take a service. Luckily, Cherry recovered quickly and completed the 

tramp!  

 

Tramper cover guy of the year in 2018 has to be Bruce Thomas who figured 

prominently on the covers of the May and November issues of the club magazine. 

Kathy O’Donnell’s a cover girl, too. Her smiling face appears on the front of 2018-

19 Whanganui phone book. 

 

Descending steeply through pine forest while returning from Hipango Park caused 

some issues for the Wednesday team. Sharron Prouse fell spectacularly, but was 

unhurt; Fred Verschoor spent a lot of time on his behind, resulting in a dirty patch 

on the seat of his trousers; and Jeanette Prier was heard to comment: “I’ve got pine 

needles in my knickers.”     

 

“It’s your lucky day” a Wednesday tramper told the French girl we met on the walk 

to McIntyre’s hut. And it was for we gave her a ride all the way to Whanganui, 

saving a long walk down the Ruatiti Valley. 

 

After 68 limericks since 2013 our resident poet has run out of juice and the three in 

this issue are the last in the series. Apologies to those who made the cut and to those 

who didn’t! 

 

Another Graham Sutcliffe/George Neil encounter … 

George: “Where are your brains?” 

Graham: “Each time I come on a Wednesday they are sleeping. Otherwise I 

wouldn’t be here.” 

 

We’ve all heard the tale by now of Tracey Hooper, the dog, the cat and the finger. 



 

The Wanganui Tramper                               25                                           February- April 

The good news is that she is now mended and is off to Nepal in April with a crew to 

walk to Everest base camp. Also in the party are Basil Hooper, Mike Cole and 

Shane Wilson. 

 

Nice to see the club get a pat on the back from Horizons Regional Council for our 

long-running engagement with Pinus cortorta in Tongariro National Park.  

 

Now we know why Juliet Kojis was missing from a Wednesday tramp — she was in 

Palmerston North protesting at the defence forum. In fact, all of NZ knows that as 

she was interviewed briefly on TV3 news. 

 

Who Shot the Barman was 17th in the Melbourne Cup but that didn’t subdue the 20 

or so clubbies who gathered to watch the race and share the hospitality at Dorothy’s 

place. Some made a real effort to dress for the occasion. 

 

We know what George Neil thinks about a former prime minister so how impressed 

was he when he changed his car and finished up with a number plate beginning 

KEE? 

 

Walking in front of the line can bring rewards like seeing a bird or a deer … or 

finding money! Sue Palmer, Taumarunui TC president, found a $10 note on the 

track when her club hosted us in December. While Sue was happy with her day out, 
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Dee Ess was a little less when, while backing away to make room for a passing quad 

bike he parked his bottom against an electric fence. Ouch! 

 

Hang your head Quizmaster! There was an error in the November quiz. The goat 

shooting programme in Egmont National Park isn’t the longest running invertebrate 

pest control campaign in the world. The word should have been ‘vertebrate’. 

  

Biking can be dangerous! Our No 1 Taumarunui Tramping Club contact Peter 

Panton will agree. He was out of action after falling off his mountain bike and 

breaking a collar bone. He was all healed up and back in action when we visited 

Taumarunui in December. 

 

Helpful hint: If you must have a fire, keep it small. Where possible build the fire in a 

river bed and burn river driftwood. When you finish remove all signs of the fire, 

douse the ashes and cover with gravel. Return any rocks to more natural positions. 
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Youngsters are setting record 

   Two children are poised to become the youngest to walk the Te Araroa Trail, 

having completed the North Island a few days before Christmas. Jonathan, 6, and 

Elizabeth, 9, have walked over 1200km since October when they set out from Cape 

Reinga with their parents, Chris and Jorinde Rapsey. 

  Jorinde said her children’s daily energy and enthusiasm was impressive and both 

kids seemed “really happy” on the trail, with the greatest conflict so far being which 

flavour muesli bar the family would eat each day. The children are being home-

schooled on the trail. 

  The Rapseys rented out their Dunedin home to finance the trip, and they felt 

confident embarking on the adventure after two short family hikes in Fiordland 

earlier in 2018. The family averages 20km of walking each day, occasionally 

clocking 30km. They aim to reach Bluff in March. 

 

Trail reputation at risk  

  The reputation of the Te Araroa Trail is being damaged because trekkers have to 

complete the final leg into Bluff along a dangerous state highway, trail founder 

Geoff Chapple says. He says it is imperative to complete the Invercargill to Bluff 

section. Just 9km of the 26km leg is finished after six years, but plans are afoot to 

have the trail completed this summer. For now, walkers complete the final 17km 

along SH 1 into Bluff.  

  Bluff had traditionally been the finish point for the trail, but more walkers are 

starting their journey from the port town. Though walker Bruce Hopkins 

commented, "To start the Te Araroa Trail and walk up a bloody highway with 

trucks racing past and rocking you back and forth with the downdraft is shocking for 

the reputation of the trail." 

  About $826,000 had been spent on the trail’s southernmost section in the past six 

years with another $650,000 needed to complete it. 

 

No move on Egmont slip 

  The Pouakai crossing between Razorback and Kokowai tracks in Egmont National 

Park will remain closed until a hazardous slip is stabilised. The closure affects 

trampers hiking the Pouakai Crossing and Pouakai Circuit. There is alternative 

access to these tracks via the Kokowai Track. This detour bypasses the slip and  

Outdoors News 
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reconnects trampers to the Holly Hut track. 

The closed area experienced a large landslide which is still active and unsafe to 

cross. DOC is monitoring the area to determine whether the slip is stabilising, and/

or remedial work can begin to secure the rocks and open access to the public.  

  Risk assessment and planning needs to be completed before any long term 

decisions of the track can be made. No information DOC currently has suggests the 

route should be abandoned altogether. 

 

 

Bay of Islands track open 

  The popular Kaiaraara/Duke’s Nose track in the Whangaroa Harbour, Bay of 

Islands, has been reopened to the public after extensive work on the steep rocky 

track was completed. Located behind the Lane Cove hut on the water’s edge at 

Whangaroa Harbour, the track was closed for most of Winter 2018 while DOC 

contractors removed the old chains and replaced them with sturdier and safer grab 

rails. 

  Bay of Islands Community Ranger, Helen Ough Dealy says the Whangaroa 

Harbour is a fascinating area to explore by boat and on foot. Kaiaraara/Duke’s 

Nose can be reached by walking the Wairakau Stream Track or by landing in 

Pekapeka Bay right next to the Lane Cove Hut. 

  The harbour has many unique landforms and outstanding scenery from spectacular 

rocky bluffs and prominent ridge systems of eroded volcanoes to some of the last 

diverse coastal conifer/broadleaf/kauri forest in New Zealand.  

 Pouaki Slip 
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   Mangaweka Boulders 

   Queen Charlotte Sound Walk 
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  Waitotara Beach 

 Pukeiti Gardens 
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  Trampers get into interesting situations!!! 
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 Chrystall’s Bend Walkway  

 Paekakariki Escarpment Track 
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West Coast trail opens next year 

  The Kawatiri Coastal Trail between Westport and Charleston is due to open in late 

2020. The 55km walking and cycling trail has received a $17,000 grant from the 

Walking Access 

Commission. The 

Charleston-Westport 

Coastal Trail Trust will use 

the funding to help secure 

legal access across parts of 

the land the trail crosses. 

  The trail will pass near 

sites containing some of our 

oldest historical artefacts 

dating back to 1300. It will 

follow parts of the ancient  

                                                    Maori Pounamu Trail       

                         along the West Coast and 

also the 1860s gold rush route from Westport to the former gold mining hub of 

Charleston. 

  A feasibility study shows the trail will attract over 8000 cyclists and up to 80,000 

walking journeys each year, will sustain 100 jobs and bring more than $5 million 

visitor spending per year to the region. 

 

Kauri dieback track closures 

  Ten tracks in Tauranga have been temporarily 

closed while they are upgraded to prevent the 

spread of kauri dieback disease. One track is 

also temporarily closed in Waikato. DOC is 

upgrading the tracks between last November 

and this coming March. The work includes 

installing new gravelled tracks, fencing, 

boardwalks, stairways and a viewing platform. 

  Jeff Milham, Operations Manager for 

Tauranga, says that the upgrades will protect the 

forest’s most susceptible kauri from the spread 

of the disease.  

  “The Kaimai kauri are part of our local 

identity and culture. Reducing the risk of this 

incurable disease spreading through soil 

movement, is a priority for our district. We are 

confident these measures will help protect at-risk 

kauri in the area as long as people do the right 

thing when the tracks reopen, which is to clean 

their footwear when visiting and to stay on the  

track.” 

Kauri tree with bleeding trunk lesion 

Kawatiri Coastal Trail 
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“POCKET ROCKET” JOHN VINE FAREWELLED 
By Dave Scoullar 

 

 John Vine who died on 10 December, aged 86, had been off the tramping scene for 

more that a decade but he is remembered as a former Wednesday leader and the 

organiser of some memorable multi-day tramps. 

 Single-minded, determined, adventurous, resilient, nature-lover — these were some 

of the descriptions of John at his funeral. He was even dubbed “the pocket rocket”, 

which was appropriate as he wasn’t a big man. But that didn’t stop him carrying 

heavy packs, particularly when he was guiding groups on the Matemateaonga 

Track. Among his feats were climbing Mt Ruapehu seven times and a bungy jump. 

 Jenni Scott remembers him as a great leader, very knowledgeable and probably at 

times in competition with Harry Stimpson (generally considered the club’s No 1 gun 

tramper).  She had many trips with him and the most memorable was to Lake 

Colenso in Ruahine Forest Park. His favourite day walk to take the club was on 

Raetihi Hill, going up the back way. 

 That Lake Colenso trip must have been mighty as the late Tony Rogers said that if 

tramping was mentioned at his funeral, they were to say that had been his best tramp 

ever. 

 John was most 

particular if people 

didn't do as asked, 

like not climb farming 

fences but climb by 

posts etc. He was 

respectful of the of the 

correct thing to do. 

He showed he was 

willing to take 

responsibility, taking 

over running the 

Wednesday trips from 

Harry for a couple of 

years. 

 After trips John 

would wait until the  

group had photos developed and then organise a morning tea to go through each 

others photos. He was also quite prolific in writing up his trips.  

  A fit man (he never had a sick day in his working life), who also had a great love of 

scuba diving, John handled the diagnosis of cancer 12 years ago in typical fighting 

fashion. Ka kite John, you will be recalled with affection by your club mates. 

 

 

 

  John Vine was at home in the great outdoors. 



 

The Wanganui Tramper                               36                                           February- April 

 

From our archives… January 1987 

END THIS NASTY SMEAR CAMPAIGN 

  Dear Editor 

  I must protest at the vicious and groundless stories circulating the club denigrating 

the heroic tussle a member had with a giant possum in Waitewaewae hut. 

  The facts are that this member took on the blood-crazed monster in hand-to-hand 

combat to save his fellows from attack. One of those who he bravely protected at 

great personal risk now has the nerve to decry his efforts, though it is well-known 

that this person observed the titanic battle from the safety of a tent on the top tier of 

the hut. 

  I can only conclude that he feels guilty that he cowered in his tent and for that 

reason pours scorn on the whole incident which has entered legendary proportions 

in the Tararuas. Obviously those who can’t will tear down those who can. 

  I suggest that if this person is not prepared to join our possum battler’s rapidly 

growing admiration society, he at least cease this nasty smear campaign. After all, 

he may need protecting from attack during a future Tararuas trip. 

  Yours sincerely 

         One Who Was There 
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Bombs Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Welcome to the New Year and hopefully some excellent weather and cycling.   A 

few day trips will go ahead when the summer holidays finish and there are not so 

many holidaymakers and walkers on the trails.  

  Our first trip will be to the New Plymouth Coastal Pathway, including the Te 

Henui Trail (starts by the wind wand on the coastal path). We will then repeat the 

Peka Peka and Kapiti trails.  Overnight trips will include the Timber Trail – two 

groups (one trip in February and the other in March).  Later in the year, probably 

September, I’m planning a trip to cycle the Hauraki Rail Trails. I’m always open to 

any suggestions for trips away. 

  With many of us now enjoying the ease of cycling on e-bikes, a reminder that if 

you are an Automobile Assn member, they will come to assist if you are in the 

unfortunate position of getting a puncture.  It may be wise to have the AA phone 

number in your contacts -  *222    Make sure you have your AA member number on 

hand as well.  

  February marks ‘Bike Wise’ month with many cycling events being planned by 

WBUG (Whanganui Bike Users Group).  I will forward any information on when 

this becomes available. 

  Lastly, please keep safe out there.  We can be easily distracted when there is group 

participation, so keep very vigilant on the traffic and awareness of other cyclists. 
Carolyn Shingleton 

 

 
 

TNP TOPS RESCUE STATISTICS 
  Should we be surprised to learn that Tongariro National Park has the highest 

number of rescues of any of the regions studied in the latest Mountain Safety 

Council statistics? TNP is followed by Fiordland National Park and Tararua Forest 

Park. 

  Of incidents in TNP, 25% were recorded as severe, with 18% occurring at the Red 

Crater and 19% on the last leg of the trek as trampers head down to the Ketetahi car 

park.  

  Numbers on the Tongariro Alpine Crossing have exponentially grown to 141,000 

visitors tramping the crossing in 2016-17, with TNP hosting 554,000 domestic 

visitors alone. 

  An estimated 3.9 million, or 80% of Kiwis, visit public conservation land and 

water at least once a year. As well, a record 1.75 million, or 52% of all international 

tourists visited a national park last year — an increase of 5%. 
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RELAY FOR LIFE 
 

Saturday 23 March at Cooks Gardens 
 

This year Wanganui Tramping Club is entering a team in the 

“Relay for Life”.  The Relay for Life is Wanganui Cancer 

Society’s premier fundraiser and an enjoyable, fun event for any 

fitness level.  The support of community and business groups is greatly valued by the 

Cancer Society, whose many services are available to anyone affected by cancer.  

This is an opportunity for WTC to participate in a worthwhile 12-hour community 

event. Team members commit to raising money by sponsorship, donation. As well 

as the fundraising, it’s an opportunity for our club to be part of the wider Wanganui 

community.  

You can walk one circuit of Cooks Gardens, or stay on the track for the whole 12 

hours. The more participants the merrier, so dress up in your wackiest tramping 

gear, don your boots and HAVE FUN.  We’re hoping for a glorious fine day (and of 

course remember to “Slip, Slop and Slap”). 
 

Would you like to be part of this worthwhile and festive 12 hours? For more 

details, phone Brian Doughty 345 1135.   
 

More information is on the way.  Meantime, you might consider novel ways to 

attract sponsorship.  Maybe afternoon tea at your house for the neighbours? Or 

make jam, offer to weed gardens, have a cake stall  … 

 

TT2 (Thursday Trampers #2) Report 

Thur 1 Nov:  Walk cancelled due to bad weather. 

Thur 15 Nov:  We met at Kowhai Park for a walk around Bastia Hill and for those 

wanting to walk a bit further we included a walk around the Dublin Street and 

Aramoho Railway Bridges. 

Thur 29 Nov:  Brenda Baxter led us on a new walk from Hipango Tce, over a farm 

with fabulous city views, through Ngatarua Road and around Putiki.   

Thur 13 Dec:  Shane McCulloch showed us around his greenhouses - previously 

growing a main crop of tomatoes, he has now diversified into growing Asian 

vegetables. 

The two new walks on 29 Nov and 13 Dec were well received by over 30 people on 

each visit. 

To keep our TT2 walks interesting, please let me know if you have any new 

suggestions. 

Carolyn Shingleton 
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February 2019 Quiz 
 

1. Which iconic NZ tree may, according to new research, have originated in     

     Australia? 

2. What native bird has been released in Egmont National Park after an absence of   

    110 years? 

3. Which is more abundant -- long-tailed or shining cuckoo? 

4. What causes the creamy white coating on the Cascades leading to our club hut? 

5. Name the tallest mountain in Europe 

6. Samoa has how many national parks? 

7. In which country do you find the Laugavegur Trail? 

8. What does dracophyllum mean? 

9. Which bird won Bird of the Year in 2018? 

10. Which NZ island was named an International Dark Sky Sanctuary in 2017? 

 

 

Answers on page 42 
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A message from Dorothy “Dot Comm” 
 

A couple of things to clarify:  
 

Criteria for staying at Mangatururu Hut 

WTC members can stay there at no charge.  Family groups must hold Family 

membership, while Single membership covers grandchildren. 

 

On arrival, write your name in the intentions book, indicating WTC club 

membership.   

There’s no WTC priority for bunks – first in, first served. Store room access is for 

WTC hut convenor and team, WTC committee and club working bees. The 

emergency food is for emergencies, not for organised trips.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peat Street clubrooms 

Clubroom keys can be obtained from Dorothy Symes, Barry Hopper, Margret 

McKinnon, Bruce Thomas or Carolyn Shingleton.  

 

Borrowed equipment must be logged in the hire book. With prior permission of 

president Margret, the personal locator beacons may be borrowed. 

 

The five PLB contacts are listed at the front of Tramper magazine, under “Rules for 

Leading Trips”. Please remember to send trip lists to all five. 

 

Whose bum is this ? 
Answer: Bruce Thomas 

 Mangaturuturu Hut 
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QUIZ ANSWERS 
 

1. Pohutukawa 

2. Robin 

3. Shining cuckoo 

4. A silica deposit left on the rocks by the fast flowing stream 

5. Mont Blanc (4800m) 

6. One 

7. Iceland 

8. Dragon leaves 

9. Kereru 

10. Great Barrier Island 

IT’S A KIND OF MAGIC 
  Walking is magic. Can’t recommend it highly enough. I read that Plato 
and Aristotle did much of their brilliant thinking together while 
ambulating. The movement, the meditation, the health of the blood 
pumping, and the rhythm of footsteps … this is a primal way to connect 
with one’s deeper self. — Paula Cole 



 

The Wanganui Tramper                               43                                           February- April 

  
 
Volunteers build deck 
  Brian Doughty’s work party trip to Trains Hut in the Waitotara Conservation Area 
in November was cancelled because it coincided with professional builders 
volunteering their time to build a new deck on the hut. Senior Supervisor Recreation 
and Historic Ranger Jim Campbell says the project team was assisted by DOC staff 
who have used the task as a learning experience. 
  Trains, a six-bunk hut by the Waitotara River, has a close association with our 
club. Brian will now visit the hut in February during a Waitotara crossover (see trips 
list for more details). 
 
Daphne gets make-over 
  Daphne Hut, a 12-bunk hut in the eastern Ruahine Forest Park, has received a 
much-needed do-up, thanks to the New Zealand Defence Force. Daphne is in a key 
location for multi-day tramps. However, recorded bed nights have been declining. 
DOC inspectors noted that the roof and floor were deteriorating but there wasn’t 
resource for replacement. 
  NZDF was looking for a project to fill a gap in the training schedule for Army 
tradesmen so they stepped up and replaced the roof with Coloursteel iron, laid new 
flooring, added decking under the right wing of the hut, built steps, improved the 
bunks and repaired interior water damage above the fireplace.  
 
New hut on Quail Island 
  Visitors to Otamahua/Quail Island in Te Whakaraupo/Lyttelton Harbour can now 
stay overnight after Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage opened the new Otamahua 
Hut. The hut has been transformed from an historic caretaker’s cottage into a 
comfortable 12-bunk tramping hut on the 81ha pest-free island, which is managed by 
DOC. 
  The cottage was built in about 1910, largely by prisoners from the Lyttelton Jail, 
and was used as a caretaker’s cottage until the early 1980s. It was also used as an 
information centre. Hut bookings can be made through the DOC website. Fees are 
$15 for an adult and $7.50 for a youth (11-17 years). Children (up to 10 years) are 
free. 
 
 Andy leaves a legacy 
  A hut being built in South Westland and expected to open in April will create a 
new multi-day loop in the area. The eight-bunk hut is being sited beside a tarn 
1250m up the Mataketake Range near Lake Dime north of Haast. It will provide 
stunning views of the Southern Alps and West Coast. 
  The hut follows a bequest from author and conservationist Andy Dennis and will 
have a small library containing some of his book collection. Access to the hut, to be 
owned and managed by the Backcountry Trust, will be from SH6 near Lake 
Moeraki. 

Hut News 
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WTC  Trip Reports 
 

Palmy Walkways 

Sun 30 Sept 2018  

Scribe: Chris Rothman 

   On the first day of daylight saving there was always going to be one person who 

would struggle with the time change, thus we left for Palmerston 15 minutes late at 

0815hrs arriving to meet Val at Bledisloe Park at 0915hrs. At a brisk rate we set off 

through the woodlands admiring an abundance of onion flowers and forget-me-nots. 

We steadily climbed up to the hills behind Massey University enjoying rural views 

along the way.  

    We weren’t always quite sure exactly where we were but Val had the route 

skilfully mapped out, having previously done a trial run.  We followed a boardwalk 

through wetlands with bulrushes and flaxes before steeply climbing to a viewpoint 

with great views of the Manawatu river.  

   After a hearty lunch Val led us to the surprise of the walk, the Steps of Lindos. We 

descended 225 steps from Vaucluse Heights down Anzac cliffs to the Manawatu 

River. Val with a grin led us along the riverbank for a few metres before we became 

aware we had to climb up another 225 step stairway to carry on our walk. We then 

proceeded to take a different track back through the wetlands through Bledisloe Park 

back to the carpark. After leaving Val mid-afternoon and on her recommendation 

Roger called in at the BP station on Fitzherbert Ave for our customary ice cream 

stop. What a find that was, the biggest single scoop ice-creams some of us have ever 

had. A big thank you to Val for a great day. We look forward to more surprises in 

Palmerston North in the future. 

  On trip: Helen Adams, Nicky Bates, Victoria Kay, Janice Handley, Chris 

Rothman, Roger Kealey, Dorothy Symes, Marie O’Leary, Valda Lilburn, Carolyn 

Shingleton, Brigette Hund, Val Wackrow 

 

Lake Rotokare 

Thur 18 Oct 2018  

Scribe: Lynn Tebbutt 

   With the threat of possible rain, 17 keen trampers travelled to Lake Rotokare, the 

country’s largest wetland and lake habitat inside a predator-proof  fence. Located 

12km east of Eltham, this landslide dammed lake is the home of a variety of flora 

and fauna.    

   First up, morning tea on the shores of the lake.  Freedom camping is permitted 

with a maximum of a three-night stay and we shared the facilities with some 

tourists.  Clean toilets – tick, picnic tables – tick.    

   Our first tramp for the day started with an easy walk on a good path through 

attractive bush before the ascent began to the predator-proof fence.  This fence was 

completed by the Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust in 2008 at a cost of around two 

million dollars.   
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   Several sets of challenging steps took us to the highest point and our efforts were 

rewarded with spectacular views of the surrounding countryside, bush and lake.  

From all accounts we had taken the easier route as the descent was steep and a good 

workout for the calf muscles.  This section took us around two hours to complete.    

   We enjoyed lunch in the sun overlooking the tranquil lake (thankfully the rain did 

not arrive and conditions were perfect).  Then it was up and off for the second walk 

of the day, this time around the perimeter of the lake.  Four small ducklings mistook 

us for their mother and we had to make a quick exit around the walkway.  Earle 

discovered some native fish in a stream.  Saddlebacks were plentiful and seemed at 

ease with our presence.    

   Back in the vans, we headed to Eltham and the Fonterra Cheese Bar.  Loaded up 

with cheap cheese our next stop was Patea for $5 bags of delicious tomatoes.  

Further down the road an ice cream stop to fortify us for our trip back to Wanganui. 

   Everyone very happy with an entertaining and enjoyable day out.   Thanks to our 

drivers Earle Turner and Don Gordon for getting us there and back safely.    

 

Dundas Circuit 

Fri 19-Mon 22 Oct 2018 

Scribe: Shane McCulloch 

  Day 1:  Four of us left Whanganui for four days of fun and adventure.  It was a 

fairly easy 3½ hour walk to Roaring Stag Hut for lunch, then a 3½ hour trudge up a 

large hill to the newly renovated Cattle Ridge Hut.  A very strong wind was blowing 

that night. 

  Day 2:  We started off in strong winds and poor visibility, struggled to find the 

track down the other side but got there in the end.  It was a very steep drop down to 

the river for lunch, after lunch we sidled round to the ridge leading up to Dundas 

Hut.  The wind was fair roaring up there. 

   Day 3:  The next morning the wind was still very strong so we stayed at the hut for 

a couple of hours to see if it would ease off.  No one wanted to go back the way we 

came, not up that big hill to Cattle Ridge Hut.  The wind did drop and we climbed 

to the main range, no visibility but still a good walk across the range.  We stopped 

for lunch on West Peak and by the time we got to East Peak we had visibility out 

over the Wairarapa and could see Herepai Hut which was still three hours away. 

  Day 4::  The last day from Herepai and out was an easy three-hour walk, then 

Ekatahuna pub for lunch. 

  Trampers:  Shane McCulloch (leader), Mike Cole, Andrew Milham, Lyneke 

Onderwater 

 

Pukeiti Trust Gardens                                                                                                    

Wed 24 Oct 2018 

Scribe: Dorothy Symes 

   A 7am start on an overcast day as we travelled to the renown Pukeiti Trust 

Gardens. Sue Haden and Dorothy Symes were leaders, joined by Tracey H, George 

N, Barry H (driver, thank you), Jeanette P, Sandra R, Shane W, Julie K and Helen A.  
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Barry was very informative as we took the coast road, pointing out various Taranaki 

coastal interests along the way. Turning right just past Okato, we continued into 

Egmont National Park for half an hour. On arrival we were welcomed at the café for 

refreshments, overlooking the lovely gardens and beyond. At the café there were 

numerous information boards explaining future developments: more tracks and huts 

further into the back country and probably more for future trampers.   

   After a cuppa it was on to the wide and well-formed track through thick native 

bush to the summit on the exterior of the park; very pretty. From the summit we 

could see out to the Taranaki coast, New Plymouth and its Sugar Loaves. There 

were no more pursuits for us on the other numerous trails for fear of running short of 

time, so we descended to the rhododendrons and to see what the rest of the park 

offered.  The layout, developed over a long time, was a network of stunning colour 

with more blooms still to come. Some of the rhodos had grown to excess of safety 

perhaps and had been cut right back. The stumps are likely to resprout lavishly and 

revert to former glory. All most interesting and coupled with unexpected smaller 

walks into specialist dells that featured unusual plants, some of which I had never 

seen before. It would have been smart to have Esther with us. Since I was there 

some three years ago it was obvious what a busy, dedicated and enthusiastic group 

have maintained the gardens in such pristine condition. Many new shelters and 

unique tree houses have been built as well.  

   So, time to head home.  If there was more time we could have visited the zoo on 

Carrington Road - maybe next time.    

  

York Road 

Sat 27 Oct 2018 

Scribe: Sandra Rogers 

   We had a doubtful looking weather forecast, but never mind. York Road is a 

sheltered bush walk at the foot of Mt Taranaki and one of my favourite walks. Yes, a 

gentle light rain did fall all the time, but it didn’t matter. Even though it bought to 

mind the poem:  

  

It rained, it rained, it rained. 

The average fall was well maintained, 

And when the tracks had turned to bogs, 

It started raining cats and dogs. 

After a drought of half an hour, 

We had a most refreshing shower, 

Then most curious thing of all, 

A gentle rain began to fall. 

Next day but one was fairly dry, 

Except for a deluge from the sky, 

Which wetted the party to the skin, 

And then at last the rain set in. 
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 On the trip were Sandra R, Sharron P, John Mc, Fred V, Shona W, Murray & 

Valda L, Jeanette P, Julie K, Kelly D and David H. Thank you Murray for your 

good driving. 

  

 

A Walk Toward Mangapurua Trig 

Wed 7 Nov 2018 

Scribe: Laurel Stowell 

   It was a cloudless morning when 16 set off for the top end of the Ruatiti Valley to 

make an attempt on the Mangapurua Trig. It took two and a half hours to get to the 

parking space, and parts of the drive were challenging. On arrival we found a toilet 

and detailed signage, because the route is part of the Mountains to Sea cycleway. 

   The stock road up the hill was metalled and well graded, and wound back and 

forth until we reached gates into bush, and then a reserve. At the top of the hill there 

were macrocarpas and signs marking former house sites. The road rambled gently 

up and down and we reached the McIntyres’ hut, still in use, in time for lunch. Then 

it was time to return the way we had come. 

   We had not managed to walk the full 12.2kms from the road end to the trig. We 

would need to have started earlier and walked longer to get there, but it was still an 

interesting day, and a new place for some of the group. 

   We were able to give a delightful young French solo tramper a ride back to 

Whanganui, which was another bonus. 

   The leaders were Brenda Collins and Laurel Stowell. Other walkers were Bruce T, 

Cherry C, David H, David S, Diane H, Dorothy S, George N, Helen A, Jacky E, 

Jeanette P, Juliet K, Roger K, Sally G and Shane W. 

 

 

Wharite and Beyond 

Wed 14 Nov 2018 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  Usually we climb to the top but on this occasion we went there in style as our trip 

began with a drive up the winding road to Wharite Peak (920m). From there we set 

off along the track which heads to Coppermine Creek but turned off after nearly an 

hour onto another less used track leading towards point 967m. 

  As the track became more difficult to follow, bush bashing put some people off and 

it was hot (nearby Palmerston North had the top temperature that day of 26 deg). So 

the 16 trampers were happy to turn around after lunch and trudge back, with the 

satisfaction that they had covered new ground.  

  A total of four hours’ tramping. A highlight was spotting a deer, and a lowlight — 

at least for Dorothy — was a spectacular fall into one of a number of muddy patches 

on the track. 
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Bird Grove Farm 

Thur 22 Nov 2018 

Scribe: Sharron Prouse 

   A group of 16, with nine in one van driven by Don and seven in Earle’s people-

mover, for Bird Grove farm, R Stewart’s property on Mangatipona Rd Fordell.  

   A beautiful sunny day as we started on a track going up towards the hill top. We 

stopped for morning tea on the side of the hill where Jude handed out goodies to 

celebrate her birthday on 20 Nov – she’s now 80 years young. It hasn’t slowed her 

down a bit,  nor Earle who celebrated his 80th in June. We continued down towards 

a bush area where it started to rain lightly for a short time and came upon a pond 

surrounded by old vehicle cabs, obviously mai-mais for duck shooting season. 

   After climbing up another hill we stopped for lunch watching cows and calves, 

ewes and lambs find one another after being disturbed by our approach. After lunch 

more hill climbing but a fabulous view on reaching the top. We walked along 

looking for a gate, some had to climb over a barbed wire fence and others were able 

to squeeze between two fence posts. Don got his shorts caught on the barbed wire 

but was able to get free with some help. Jude very diligently knocked the tops off 

cow pats. Apparently it allows the grass to grow through - well done Jude.  

  We arrived back and drove to Wanganui East shops for ice-creams and coffee. A 

very enjoyable day for Don, Katy, Tim, Fred, John, Ridgway, Walter, Bev, Lynn, 

Earle, Ray, Sally, Jude, Jeanette, Sandy and Sharron. 
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  Lake Waikaremoana  

Mon 26 - Thur 29 Nov 2018 

Scribe: Mike Miller 

  Mike Cole, Shane Wilson, Maurice Mildenhall and I recently spent four days 

tramping round the beautiful Lake Waikaremoana,  The track up to Panakire Hut 

and down to Waiopaoa Hut was in good condition and the hut itself was good for a 

great walk hut but without gas. The second night we spent at Waiopaoa Hut which 

was also in good condition. Unfortunately the track was closed from there to 

Waiharuru Hut due to some storm damage. Trampers who had tramped to the site 

of the damage said it was not extensive. A temporary ferry is provided by the Iwi 

from Waiopaoa Hut to Waiharuru Hut at the cost of $50 per person. The last night 

we stayed at Wanganui Hut, a $32 hut which was cramped and had no facilities at 

all and equal to a back country hut. There were no wardens in any huts. 

  The track surface around at lake level was very muddy and not up to great walk 

standard. Big Bush water taxis, who used to run a service from just past Wanganui 

Hut to Onepoto or the camp site, no longer does and I was told it apparently had its 

concession withdrawn. To replace this the Iwi offered a complimentary road service 

from Hopuruahine Landing to the campsite. We booked this and confirmed the time 

of pick-up twice with the office.  Unfortunately the transport did not arrive and we 

left walking up the road towards the campsite 28kms away. There is a low volume of 

traffic on that road and we walked for an hour before a car came along. A kind local 

then gave us a lift to Onepoto to get our car. 

  The Iwi has recently taken over of the running of the track from DOC which I am 

sure has been challenging. I feel the re-opening of the damaged section of the track 

should be fast-tracked as it has closed for two months. I also advise trampers to 

make their own arrangements for transport at both ends of the track.  Apart from 

those hiccups, we had a great time 

 

Hipango Park, Kauarapaoa Rd 

Wed 28 Nov 2018 

Scribe: Laurel Stowell 

   A whopping 23 people signed up to walk to this Whanganui River destination 

from Kauarapaoa Rd on a fine spring day. We crossed Macnab’s Bridge and parked 

by a very tidy farm setup and set off up a muddy vehicle track that wound slowly up 

to a high point and a couple of tricky junctions. The memories of George Neil and 

David Scoullar were useful there.  

   The right track chosen wound down the hill to a clear area with a cabin and 

beehives, and a freshly bulldozed track took us to the edge of a very muddy river. 

The wharf where boats tie up looked damaged and disused, and the freshly gouged 

track took us up to the paddock, shelter, tanks and toilets of the park itself. 

   After a leisurely lunch we bush-bashed straight up the ridge behind the park 

through regenerating bush with rewarewa in full flower. At the top we hit pine 

forest, and slid and stumbled down a steep slope to another vehicle track that took 

us back to the vans. 

  Cost, a mere $4, and we were back in town by four. 
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Mangaweka Boulders 

Wed 5 Dec 2018  

Scribe: Mike Miller 

  There were ten of us on the tramp to the Whitecliff or Mangaweka Boulders. These 

are amazing concretions of calcium carbonate formed by tremendous pressure 

leaching calcium carbonate out of pockets of water surrounding undersea shells and 

vegetation. They are huge, round and smooth and well worth a visit.  The drive in is 

on a winding gravel road, with spectacular views of the Rangitikei River. 

At the car park there is an honesty box asking for a $5 entry fee. The walk to the 

boulders takes 45 mins. They are situated in a lovely forest with some mature matai 

trees 

   On our return we took a different route up a farm track onto a ridge and followed 

a paper road, Peka, back to the van. Overall the weather was reasonable but we did 

get intermittent rain squalls. 

A good day out. 

 

Otaki River Walks 

Sun 6 Jan 2019 

Scribe: Sandra Rogers 

  Twenty-one headed for the Otaki River walkways. First we did Chrystall’s Bend 

upstream walk, from the northern end of SH1 Otaki River bridge.  An impressive 

amount of planting has been done throughout the walk, which takes you to a very 

pretty lake. The plantings have been done by various schools, community groups, 

Fonterra etc and looked to me to be all native plants. About 4k return. 

  Our second walk was seaward on the northern side of the river, a walk of 8k return 

along a stopbank to the estuary. There is an interesting wetland at the end near the 

sea, with more native plantings and another nice lake. After around four hours 

walking, it was back to the van and off to River Cottage Cafe just down the road. 

Thank you all for your company.  

   On the trip were: Sandra Rogers, Jacky Evans and Murray Voss (drivers), Carolyn 

Shingleton, Jeanette Prier, Fred Verschoor, Kate Jones, Trish Herbert, Bev Sinclair, 

John Baxter, Barbara Gordon, Anne Condon, Maryanne Sleyer, Dorothy Symes, 

Bruce Thomas, Helen Atkinson, Dianne Weeks, Earle Turner, Julie Kearse, Adrian 

Pike and Bridgette Hund. 

 

Rangi Hut 

Sun 9 Dec 2018 

Scribe: Bruce Thomas 

   A fine clear day up at Rangi Hut is not something we can take for granted, but this 

day was perfect. Seventeen of us arrived at the almost full car park at 9.15am and set 

off, planning to have a morning tea stop at the bridge.  But I had forgotten how far 

up the bridge is so 10am suited the group better. 

   It was pleasantly cool in the bush and although the new section of track goes 

above the big slip from several years back, yet another slip has occurred leaving a 
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very narrow and scary track across it. A rough temporary track with a rope has been 

cut to bypass this if you wish. 

   Lunch was had on the hut verandah with views of all the mountains.  I took a 

quick look in the hut and noticed a recent repaint which looked nice and fresh. 

   We had a slightly quicker trip down with a welcome rest stop in the shade, arriving 

at the vans mid-afternoon. Interestingly, we were the last vehicles left.  A great day. 

   On the trip led by Bruce Thomas were Fred Verschoor, Terrence Wright, 

Charlotte Pederson, Tamara Stratton, Brian Doughty, Brian Sixtus, Adrian Pike, 

John Cook, Margaret Chainey, Josh Rajoo, Philip Warren, Dave Scoullar, Darcy 

Johnston, Bronwyn Toy with Ethan and Noah. 

 

Field's Track in the Tararuas  

Wed 12 Dec 2018  

Leaders: Royce Johnson and Diane Harries 

Scribe: Diane Harries 

   Considering this track starts with an uphill grunt to the treeline we had perfect 

conditions with cloud to offset the otherwise warm and steamy weather. Greenhood 

orchids, lichen-bearing fresh pink fruiting bodies and moss capsules that resembled 

tiny cocktail umbrellas added to the interest along the way. Shade in the forest was 

welcome, but a slow start to the day meant we didn’t make the hut. Lunch in the 

lush green bush and a sunny downward trip were enjoyed by the eleven in the group. 

Finishing touch was ice creams at Levin. 

 

Waihaha Hut 

Sat–Sun 15-16 Dec 2018 

Scribe: Tracey Hooper 

   Setting off from the bottom of Waihaha Hill, we had a leisurely walk into the hut, 

some of the group enjoying the plant life (orchids especially) growing alongside the 

path. Usually a walk of 3-4 hrs, we enjoyed the beautiful weather and strolled. There 

were plenty of folks in the hut, so a bit of a juggle for beds, with some hunters 

vacating the hut. The next day was equally nice, and the bush was welcome to walk 

through, a couple of members having a dip in the stream at the carpark. This track is 

a great all-weather tramp, so equally as nice to do in winter. 

Trampers: Tracey & Basil, Audrey, Ella (American Woofer), Mark Sutherland, 

Diane Harries 

 

Taumarunui Weekend 

Sat-Sun 15-16 Dec 2018 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

 The 8th annual Taumarunui Weekend was a great success. It was also the hottest 

we have had. After meeting four from TTC in Taumarunui, we drove north and 

onto a windy road eventually climbing to Mt Pleasant farm at 550m where we were 

treated like royalty by owners Mike Hickey and Janet Kelland. They also run an 

Airbnb on the property which is set on a hill with magnificent 360 degree views of 

the King Country. 
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  After morning tea provided by the hosts, we set off on farmland and then bush into 

a valley, across to the Matiere Rd beside the now closed Stratford-Okahukura 

railway line and back up the valley to the well-appointed and delightful Lost in Time 

log cabin where we had lunch. 

  We did some weeding — removing biddy-bid plants — before take a steep farm 

track back to the homestead. Rain threatened but didn’t fall, but it was a real leg 

stretch under hot conditions. Total walk four and a half hours. Returning to 

Taumarunui we settled in at the campground and that night enjoyed the hospitality 

at TTC’s Christmas BBQ. 

  On Sunday we were joined by six from TTC for local walks, beginning with the Te 

Peka Reserve and its maze of tracks and then on the riverbank walk from Cherry 

Grove. We crossed the Victory bridge and climbed through beautiful bush on the 

Sunshine Scenic Reserve track and ate lunch beside a redwood forest overlooking 

the town. 

  Returning to the riverbank walk, it was a pleasant if hot (28deg) wander upstream 

to the camp ground where we opted to end instead of going on to Manunui — a six-

hour day. Thanks TTC, see you in 2019. 

  On trip: Helen Atkinson, Jacky Evans, Sandra Rogers, Ken Howie, Shane Wilson, 

Dorothy Symes, Philip Warren, Peter Finucane and Dave Scoullar. 
   Footnote: In 2014 Janet was hospitalised after stepping on a wasp nest and getting stung at 

least 50 times in the head. She has also twice been airlifted to hospital after falls from her horse. 

Google Janet Kelland for more on her wasp ordeal. 
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A Tongariro Traverse 

Sun 23 Dec 2018 

Scribe: Barbara Gordon 

  An early start and two-hour drive for Ridgway’s traditional  work-off-your-Christmas-

feast-in-advance  tramp – from Desert Road across to The Chateau.  Ideal conditions:  

warm, with welcome high cloud and a slight breeze.  Ninety minutes through open 

terrain and some nice forest take us to Waihohonu Hut.  Hut?  More like a country 

mansion, and the wide deck is just right for a break.  Jacky returns eastwards, to 

meet us at The Chateau. 

   The spectacular undulating landscape between Ruapehu and Ngauruhoe yields 

alpine plants in summer flower.  We pause to refuel in the midst of it, between the 

mountains. 

   There’s Tama Lakes junction, but still far to go.  We’re moving at a good pace and 

hip joints begin to protest.  Too many birthdays and too few tramps, perhaps?  The 

Chateau makes a welcome first appearance, but still far to go.  I’m a-achin’ and a-

painin’ all over and wonder if emergency Voltaren is justified.  My companions are 

probably equally pleased to rendezvous with Jacky.  It takes six and a half hours to 

walk the 22 kilometres. 

   But my toughest challenge is yet to come: a grueling, hobbling totter on stiffened 

joints to fabulous new toilets at Raetihi, replacing the manky structure on SH4.  

Shiny, gleaming porcelain - and was I the first customer?   
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   Ridgway Lythgoe led and Jacky Evans drove.  Dave Davidson, Valda and Murray 

Lilburn, Fred Verschoor and Barbara Gordon made up the party on a memorable, if 

a tad taxing, hike. 

 

Remutaka Rail Trail 

Wed 2 Jan 2019 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  The New Year got off to a flier with two full van loads on the Remutaka Rail Trail 

— 12 walkers at each end who met at the old Summit rail station site for lunch. 

With the big drive it was a long day, but great weather, even if the group who ended 

at Cross Creek got severely blown about.  

  This 18km trail is immensely popular, especially with cyclists, and we saw quite 

young children pedalling along with their parents. 

 

Pukerua Bay to Plimmerton 

Wed 9 Jan 2019 

Scribe: Barry Hopper 

   A great morning as we depart the clubrooms at 7am and head south, arriving at 

Pukerua Bay Beach at 9.20am.  Stunning morning with Kapiti in perfect visibility, 

no clouds and the water as calm as can be, no wind either as we set off at 9.30am.  

We had to be at, and past, Wairaka Rock by 12.20pm, the high tide this day. As it 

turned out all of us managed to get around this outcrop with no problems.  We had 

morning tea in the shade of the outcrop and carried on south along the rocky coast 

towards Plimmerton where we had options for the return journey. 

   The weather was just amazing with many fishing vessels coming close inshore for 

set-nets and enjoying the fact that there were basically no waves in a very calm sea.  

As I said, visibility was amazing with multiple views of Kapiti and Mana Islands 

and also across to the South Island. 

   We had lunch by a discarded settlement and quarry and proceeded on our way 

south to Plimmerton.   Once we had turned the corner into Hongoeka Bay we were 

treated to the sight of a seal having a lazy feed off a set-net only a very few metres 

off shore. It would dive down, grab a fish, surface and roll onto its back and just lie 

on top of the set-net while having a feed and enjoying the calm sunny conditions. 

Nice work if you can get it. 

   Arriving at Plimmerton Boating Club early afternoon, it was time for a toilet stop, 

change into togs and into the harbour beside the Boating Club for a well-earned and 

timely swim.  Although cold at first, it turned out to be very refreshing. This was 

very relaxing and a shallow spot to go swimming even though it was only a couple 

of hours after high tide.  The womenfolk found there were showers in the toilet 

facilities here, definitely recommended for future summer tramps. 

   After our swim there were options - two different tracks back overland to Pukerua 

Bay Beach or a trip on the train back to Pukerua Bay, with four choosing the latter.  

The remaining group along with myself set off up - and I mean up as it was quite a 

climb in places to find the ‘Track’ back to Pukerua Bay. The views from up here 
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were amazing, looking back down into Karehana Bay and the Plimmerton Boating 

Club’s extensive facilities, Mana Island, and out across the water to the South 

Island.  This track took the best part of two and a half hours to get back down to 

Pukerua Bay Beach to the vans. The views from this track were many and varied.   

   A stop south of Otaki for real fruit ice-creams and back to Wanganui by 6.30pm 

concluded an amazing eleven and a half hours on a beautiful, stunning summer’s 

day in paradise. 

   Enjoying this great day were Carolyn Shingleton, Cherry Channon, Dorothy 

Symes, Helen Atkinson, Jacky Evans, Laurel Stowell, Margret McKinnon and her 

grandson Luke, Pippa McLay, Roger Kealey, Sally Gray, Sue Campion and Sue 

Haden.  Sorry, Graham Sutcliffe didn’t make this one.  Leader/driver was Barry 

Hopper, and it was my great pleasure. 

 

Three Bush Reserves 

Wed 16 Jan 2019 

Scribe: Sandra Rogers 

   Three bush reserves were the plan for us today; two were new to me and all in the 

Rangitikei. First was Pryce’s Rahui Reserve, second Bruce Park, and third 

Mangaweka Scenic Reserve Track. 

   All three had magnificent trees: kahikatea, matai, rimu, totara etc. It was lovely to 

be in bush that wasn’t ‘cut over’.  We went down to the Rangitikei River at 

Mangaweka for lunch. The river was impressively in flood after all the rain we’d 

had. A really nice, social, relaxing day with a stop at the service station in 

Hunterville for real fruit ice creams. I recommend the peach and pineapple. 

   On the trip were Sandra Rogers, Barry Hopper, George Neil, Helen Atkinson, 

Jacky Evans, Dorothy Symes, Suzanne Roberts, Graham Sutcliffe, Margaret 

Stratford, Bruce Thomas, David Taylor, Richard Rayner and Graham Ellett. 

 

Kaweka Range 

Sat–Mon 19-21 Jan 2019 

Scribe: Tracey Hooper 

  Day 1:  After a five-hour drive over to the ranges via State Highway 50, we arrived 

to start our tramp at 1100hrs. The proposed walk was to take 3-4 hrs to Middle Hill 

Hut. We passed through Kaweka Flat bivvy site to look over the huge gully standing 

between us and Middle Hill Hut. The sun (as lovely as it was) was about to undo us 

(Tracey) on the other side for the walk up again to gain our lost altitude. Most 

members said they had never consumed so much water before. Once that was out of 

the way we continued past the junction that we would be taking the next day, to 

arrive at Middle Hill Hut. The journey had taken us 6.15 hrs. We all had a bed and 

the hut to ourselves (with campers outside). 

   Day 2:  We made our way to the junction and started our next big climb up to 

Whetu and were again blessed with a fine day with great views of Ruapehu. The trip 

to Ballard Hut is to take 3-4 hrs again and we arrived in 5 hrs. The hut is in a lovely 

location, albeit you have to commit to dropping down a long way to get to it. There 
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was a hunter and his sons who we were able to wave off when a chopper picked 

them up. Once again we had the hut to ourselves, with Mark sleeping outside. 

   Day 3: We had to get back up the tops, past Whetu, and enjoy the top of the 

ranges which were relatively easy walking. The wind was snappy but not 

uncomfortable, and we were able to find some sheltered spots to gather ourselves. 

We sidled around North Kaweka (around 1700m) and made our way to Kaweka J. 

The track took us off the summit, so Mike went and visited the memorial on the 

summit as we started to make our way down, stopping at Dominic Bivvy for a 

snack. We continued plummeting down, with scree rolling under our feet, 

wondering if a track that we viewed to the right may have been the better option. 

Either way, both tracks had a rather difficult (nasty) section where it is so steep it is 

hard to remain upright. Finally making it down to the van, it had taken us 6.20h 

(stated as 5 hrs). We then opted for a different route, taking the Taihape Rd, with 

the van showing empty for diesel with 54kms to get to Taihape, but we made it. 

Phew! 

Trampers: Tracey, Mark, Dave, Lyneke, Mike. 

 

Paekakariki Escarpment 

Wed 23 Jan 2019 

Scribe: Shane Wilson 

    A van load of twelve trampers left Wanganui at 7am for the two hour journey to 

Paekakariki . With changeable weather on the way down we arrived to clearing 

skies and a slight breeze. We began our walk along this coastal track, gradually 

climbing higher and higher with every step. The wind increased as we gained height, 

so you had to be sure of your footing.  

  Kapiti Island was hidden under a blanket of cloud, but views of Pukerua Bay could 

be seen. Further along two swing bridges had to be negotiated before our descent to 

the railway line. We boarded a train back to our starting point, then began our 

journey back to Wanganui, stopping on the way for icecream at Waireka Honey. 

 

 

Not so Rosy for Rozy 
Tramping can be hazardous but so can mountain biking as Rozy Rawlinson can 

attest after coming off her bike near Kapara station and injuring her shoulder, 

requiring a chopper rescue. We wish her the best of luck for a swift recovery. 
 



 

The Wanganui Tramper                               58                                           February- April 



 

The Wanganui Tramper                               59                                           February- April 

WTC Officers 2018 – 2019 

LIFE MEMBERS: 

Neill Simpson,QSM     Dave Brockway         Iain Elliot Dave   Scoullar 

Doris Hamling     Colin Watson 

 

FOUNDING MEMBER               Margaret McGuire 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
PRESIDENT                             Margret McKinnon      344  3899 

VICE  PRESIDENT          Cherry Channon       347 9914 

IMM. PAST  PRESIDENT         Val Wackrow      027 688 8801  

                                                                                                          

SECRETARY           Frances Gibbons      345 8952 

TREASURER and  

     COMMUNICATIONS        Dorothy Symes      345 7039                 
 

COMMITTEE:       Basil Hooper      Barry Hopper     Bruce Thomas 

            Carolyn Shingleton        Michelle Mackenzie                                                

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—-   

NEW MEMBERS  Barbara Gordon  348 9149  

TRIP PLANNERS Dave Scoullar  343 2836 

  Michelle Mackenzie 022 642 9903 

MAPS  Basil Hooper 346 5597 

EQUIPMENT / GEAR Michelle Mackenzie 022 642 9903 

FIRST AID Juliet Kojis 343 2836 

VEHICLES Bruce Thomas  345 6532 

  Cherry Channon 347 9914 

FMC/LIBRARY Val Wackrow  027 688 8801  

LONG TRIPS/VAN USE Margret McKinnon 344 3899 

WAITAHINGA TRAILS Basil Hooper 346 5597 

POSSUM LODGE  Bruce Thomas  345 6532 

  Trevor Kearse 345 0142 

MANGATURUTURU HUT Barry Francis  345 3588 

PERSONAL LOCATOR BEACONS  

            TO BORROW                         Margret McKinnon      344  3899 

           POST-ACTIVATION  Dorothy Symes  345 7039 

 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Jeanette Prier  345 1651    trampermagazine@gmail.com 

DISTRIBUTOR                  Jacky Evans 345 6858 stoned@slingshot.co.nz 

WEBSITE   Diane Harries  343 2222   d.vanillablue@gmail.com 

FACEBOOK   Heather Mackenzie    347 1250  mackenzieheather56@gmail.com 

                                                         or 022  616 5670 
 

WELFARE OF CLUB MEMBERS   

Please contact Sandra Rogers if you hear of illness, hospitalisation, bereavements 

 and the like. Phone 348 7630.  
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Sender: 

Wanganui Tramping Club 

P.O. Box 7324 

WANGANUI 4500 

 

 

 View from Price’s Tunnel Remutaka Incline Walk 


