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The opinions expressed and articles published in ‘The Wanganui Tramper’ are not  
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From the Editor  
    In this issue we say farewell to Possum Lodge. It has been a special place to many 

club members with many happy memories and fun times. See memories and photos 

pages 27 - 37. 

   Also in this issue we announce  a new service - from the November issue you can 

advertise  tramping or cycling gear you would like to buy or sell. Just email me.  

   Many will be pleased to note that Twilight walks are being re-introduced in 

November. See page 17.   

   Enjoy the rest of winter! 
 

  All contributions may be emailed to   
 

       trampermagazine@gmail.com 
 

  No email? Handwritten contributions are  perfectly OK.  
   

Our website is: 
        

        www.wanganuitrampingclub.net 
 

Jeanette Prier 

Cover: Doris and Brian—Final walk to the bridge at Possum Lodge 
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Margret, we acknowledge and thank you for your dedication to duty during your 

tenure as our President whilst also coping with family illness and loss.  We look 

forward to your valued guidance and advice in the coming months. 

 

Thank you to all those people who tirelessly work behind the scenes to ensure the 

smooth running of  this club.  You beaver away without fuss or fanfare and just get 

on with your jobs which some of  you have been doing for many years.   We are very 

grateful and appreciate all your efforts.  You are the unsung heroes of  this club. 

 

Special thanks must go to our trip leaders and co-ordinators; without you arranging 

and leading trips this club would cease to function. 

 

To ensure the burden of  responsibility doesn't rest on the shoulders of  a few, please 

consider stepping forward to support and assist our leaders  ... offer to drive the van 

or be Tail-end Charlie, ask if  you can carry the PLB or the first aid kit.   Enquire 

about being a co-leader or, better still, team up with a buddy and arrange and lead 

your own trips.  Or simply pick up the broom and sweep out the van when returning 

from a tramp.   

 

Our trip leaders are our most valuable assets – please give them your full support. 

 

I'm sure JF Kennedy would forgive me for misquoting him, “Ask not what the 

Tramping Club can do for you – ask what you can do for the Tramping Club.” 

 

Happy tramping and keep safe. 

 

Cherry 
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Committee Comments 
 

Who’s who on the new Committee?   Check out inside the back page of  the Tramper. 

 

Twilight tramps open to the public are to be reintroduced.   See page 17 

 

Van Usage Criteria has been clarified. See page 25 

 

Auto Assist:    See page  25   

 

Subscription Notices:    By now all subs should be paid. 

 

Members Phone List:  This has been sent out with subscription receipt and FMC card. 

 

Trip Leaders, Drivers, Scribes and Members:  A workshop is being planned for 

Tuesday 29 October 2019 as a refresher and for new members keen to help out with 

core functions of  the club.   More on this later. 

 

PLB Lists:    Check page  11 

 

Accidents of  a personal nature when tramping are covered by ACC. 

 

Buy / Sell Column is to be introduced for tramping / cycling items.   Email your 

notice to trampermagazine@gmail.com 

 

Bike Trailer:   Due to lack of  storage space, BOMBs will continue to hire the 12 bike 

trailer and look at having the existing WTC trailer modified to allow the loading of  

bikes with wider tyres and mudguards. 

 

Volunteers Wanted 
 

Volunteers are required to clean the Club Rooms 

once a month prior to our Club Meeting 

(for approx. 1 - 2hrs) 

Step up Ladies and Gentlemen! 

Volunteer to go on the Roster. 

If we have sufficient volunteers we 

may have only one cleaning duty per year! 
Please contact Carolyn Tel: 347 7644 

Email:  secretary.wtcwhanganui@gmail.com 
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Club Nights  
Club Nights are held on the first Wednesday of each month 

(except January). Meetings are held 

in the Hunters & Deerstalkers Hall, 100  Peat Street at 7-30pm 
 

Club Night Programme 
For details of the Club Night programme please see              

“Scroggin” column in the Wanganui Midweek newspaper (generally the 
week before).  All are welcome. 

Pleased to Meet You! 
              New Members 
 

Brenton Barker, Beth Evans, Sally Gale, Alexandra Gates, 

Dianne Glennie, Julie Loggie, Maureen Naylor, Catie Robb, 

Carlos Sotet, Shari Thompson and Jenny Williamson. 

 

Our membership database needs to have the  correct information 

so we can keep our members informed and up to date.  If there 

are any changes to your contact details please let Barbara Gordon 

(membership, ph 348 9149) or Dorothy Symes (treasurer, ph 345 

7039) know as soon as possible. 

Copy for the  

 November 2019 Issue of  the  

Wanganui Tramper  
to the Editor by  

October 16th 2019 
(Earlier appreciated) 

Thank You! - Jeanette 
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  Club Activities 

MIDWEEK 

Wednesdays:  A more challenging midweek day tramp is offered weekly, planned by 

rostered leaders.  

Coordinated by: 

Margret McKinnon 344 3899, email margretjean@gmail.com 

 

Thursdays:  A tramp every second Thursday.  No bush bashing, generally over better 

tracks and a little easier. Planned and led by Earle Turner.  

Coordinated by:  

Val Cowan 345 0456, email otterval@gmail.com 

Coming months’ Thursday trips will be on the following dates: 

 

 

  

 

 

TT2’s (the second Thursday walk):  Alternate Thursday mornings. 

Leader Julie Kearse 345 0142 will advise the meeting place and 

time.  Easy, ideal for the more senior member / recovering from 

injury / or for that extra walk with companions. 

 

 

Tuesday Biking (BOMBS): Depart from the 

 I-Site 9.00am Tuesdays. Ask to be on the 

email list. 

 Contact Carolyn Shingleton 347 7644 

 

 

Mountain Biking:  Mountain bike trips are held from time to time.  Enquiries to 

Mark Kennedy  343 1135 or 027 757 1888 

 

 

WEEKENDS 

 

Overnight/multi-day tramps are advertised in Tramper 

along with the leader’s contact details. 

 

 

Weekend DAY Tramps:  Ask to be on the email list if you are interested in Saturday 

or Sunday day trips.  Contact Dorothy Symes 345 7039 

   

Aug 1, 15 & 29 Sept 12 & 26 

Oct 10 & 24 Nov 7 & 21 
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“IN THE BEGINNING ... THE BIRTH  

OF A MOUNTAIN HUT” 
   Brian Carter was a member of our club from 1953-57. Now aged 92, he resides at a 

retirement complex in Canmore, Alberta, Canada. From his window he looks out to 

the Three Sisters peaks in the Canadian Rockies. Earlier this year Brian made us a 

generous donation of $5000 in memory of good times past, with the suggestion that 

a seat or seats be provided nearby to enable Mangaturuturu Hut users to relax and 

enjoy the views.  

    The Tramping Club’s history puts 

it in context.... “An important person 

in the first two years of the saga of 

the hut was an English immigrant 

called Brian Carter, a quantity 

surveyor at the old Ministry of 

Works. It was Brian's suggestion to 

put a hut here on the terrace on the 

Ohakune side of the Mangaturuturu 

stream. After further exploration 

Brian decided the hut would be 

better sited where it now resides 

because of better shelter and views. 

Brian sowed the seeds of a hut idea, 

did the planning, and when the 

foundations were down, disappeared 

in the direction of Canada in pursuit of a Canadian girl he met down Mt Cook 

way!” 

   Brian fills in the details.....”At 7.00pm on Friday 10 December 1954, Neill 

Simpson and I set off for Ruapehu in my 1928 

Ford Model A truck, intending a weekend 

ascent via the Mangaturuturu Valley. In 

October, during a solo trip on the mountain, I 

had met Arthur Saxby of the Tongariro 

Tramping Club in their hut. In glowing terms 

he told me about the Mangaturuturu Valley, 

but I intended an ascent that weekend. 

   “So this trip was my introduction to the 

beautiful setting that had a majestic 

mountain, snow-covered in winter, bordered 

by forested slopes. The floor was a mixture of 

open tussock and patches of beech trees, 

crossed by streams that had tumbled down in 

rocky cascades from the heights above. 

 
Three Sisters view from Brian’s unit 

Brian Carter 
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   “Written in tiny script, my diary notes have survived the years and travels and 

now, here in the Rocky Mountains of Canada, they are serving their purpose. It 

records that we camped that night two miles up the river from the road. The next 

morning I took a photo of the setting, and this scene has come to my mind over the 

years whenever a certain piece of music is played - the orchestral interlude in the last 

movement of Mahler’s Fourth Symphony. 

   “Yes, we did set up our little tent on the narrow snowy ridge of Paretetaitonga 

near the summit rocks, and met with members of the Wanganui Tramping Club at 

Blyth Hut on the way down. 

   “And that trip was the genesis of an idea that bore fruit after years of dedicated 

and enthusiastic effort by Club members.” 

 

   And, from WTC Life Member Neill Simpson (now resident in Queenstown)..... 

“It’s December 1954. Having just joined the Club earlier in the year, I’m a new boy 

and this is my first climbing experience. Brian is an experienced climber, having 

climbed in the Mt Cook area. He has dragged me up the Mangaturuturu valley with 

an idea that this may be a good place for a future club hut for our young club.  

   “We left Wanganui Friday night travelling in Brian’s Model A truck and sleeping 

under the tray beside the main road where it crosses the Mangaturuturu River. 

Plodded all day up valley on pleasant flats, probably lunching in the vicinity of the 

present hut. Carried on up through the now stunted mountain beech patches and 

then dwindling alpine vegetation onto snow slopes of the Mangaturuturu glacier, to 

carve a platform near the crater rim and not far from the summit to watch a lovely 

sunset over Mt Taranaki. 

   “After breakfast we plugged steps along the rim until my foot slipped and I slid off 

down the mountain. Brian was ahead and thought ‘he’ll be ok, the snow’s soft and 

he has his ice axe to arrest with’ – until, looking around, there ‘he’ was, spread-

eagled ten metres below, with his ice axe still standing where he left it as he slipped - 

an early lesson in snowcraft!  From the summit we descended to Blyth Hut where 

other club members had spent the weekend, and so back home - an unforgettable 

experience.”  

Condolences 
   

We convey our condolences to the following members of our tramping family… 
  

  Dave Davidson on the death of his wife Kath 

  Kate Jones on the death of her son Warrick 

  Sue Campion on the death of her son Dan 

  Murray Voss on the death of his mother Jean 

   

            We apologise if we have overlooked any deaths. 
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Tramping Trips 
Confirming your place 
   For ALL trips (not TT2), you must phone the leader to confirm your place 
on the trip. For day trips the latest you can phone the leader is 7pm the night 
before the trip. For weekend trips phone by Wednesday evening. 
 
   If making a booking for any trip you may enquire from the leader advertised, a 

time for estimated return. Please be advised timing cannot be guaranteed for 

whatever might occur on the day and this will be the call of the leader in charge. 
 
What you will need 
   Good waterproof clothing including leggings or over-trousers is necessary. 
Woolen balaclava or hat and suitable mittens or gloves are essential for 
mountain trips. 
   You should carry your own immediate first aid supplies. Check with the 
leader for more details of what is required for the trip. Take lunches for each 
day, and your drink requirements, plus emergency chocolate, sweets and/or 
scroggin. On overnight (s) trips, all other food is supplied by the leader. 
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Rules For Those Leading Tramps  
The destination and brief location, plus the list of participants, is to 
be placed on the notice board at the club rooms before leaving. 

These details must also be emailed to the four PLB contacts: 
 

btwtcvaux@slingshot.co.nz  (Bruce Thomas) 
tiger2@slingshot.co.nz  (Earle Turner) 
dorothy@displayassociates.co.nz  (Dorothy Symes) 
barbarajgordon@xtra.co.nz (Barbara Gordon) 
 

Need help? We have a list template – ask Barbara or Dorothy.   
For leaders without computers/email, phone details to  
Barbara 348 9149 or Dorothy 345 7039.   
 
Reminder:  Please email weekend trip lists to all four PLB contacts.  Barbara G 

(New Members) is not only an extra PLB contact, but relies on trip lists for non-

member names and to monitor newcomers’ progress with their try-out tramps.  

 

Aug to Nov 2019 Club Activities 
  Note:  Trip cost estimates are based on 8 cents per kilometre 

(this will vary with increases in fuel prices) 

 

Aug 10-11  Gourmet Meal Trip   Dave Scoullar/Juliet Kojis  

Sat-Sun   This year’s gourmet meal trip will be to Waingongoro Hut in 

  Egmont National Park. Enjoy a weekend of walking in a great area 

  and eating a splendid evening meal with contributions to be made 

  by all participants. There could be snow around but this is a snug hut.  

Easy/mod  Approx cost $21 + hut fees 

 

Aug 14   Trips meeting     Dave Scoullar  

Wed      The June trips meeting was really well attended so let’s see how 

  well we can do when we ponder where to go in the hills in  

  December/January/February. Join us at 7 Wairere Rd at 7.30pm 

  and make sure your favourite place is included. 

 

Aug 17   North Egmont Wander    Bruce Thomas  

Sat         We will join Stratford Tramping Club on a wander in Egmont 

  National Park, starting at Kaiauai car park, heading to Ram Track, 

  onto Veronica Track, down to the North Egmont Visitor Centre 

  and back to the Ram Track. Always a neat place to visit and it’s fun 

  to meet members of another club. 

Mod       Approx cost $25 
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Aug 17-18   Powell Hut     Tracey Hooper  

Sat-Sun    Tracey is taking us to the newly-rebuilt 32-bunk Powell Hut in the 

  eastern Tararua and plans to also visit nearby Mt Holdsworth. She 

  hopes for snow or at least icicles. A good track all the way to this 

  popular hut and sweeping views of the Wairarapa plains. 

Mod           Approx cost $35 + hut fees 

 

Aug 24 or 25  Lake Rotokare    Margie Campbell  

Sat or Sun      Barbara Francis  

  We will visit this lake which is located approximately 12km from 

  Eltham. We plan to walk both the tracks, the easier one, the lake 

  walkway, is about 4km around the lake edge. We will also tackle 

  the ridge walk (which is about 6km) which will allow us to see the 

  predator-free fence and enjoy the vistas. The better day will be chosen.  

Mod            Approx cost $20 

 

Aug 31-Sept 1   Trains Hut    Brian  Doughty  

Sat-Sun      Brian keeps being drawn back to Trains Hut in the Waitotara. Join 

  him and learn about the charms of this area which has been a 

  playground for us since the club began. Access the hut on a good 

  track alongside the Waitotara River.  

Mod             Approx cost $18 + hut fees 
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Sept 7-8    Tongariro River Trail + National Park walks   

Sat-Sun         Dorothy Symes  

  For the overnighter and a good introduction for new members we 

  plan to do the Tongariro River Walkway, an easy interesting 15km 

  loop trail near Turangi. Pack your togs for a dip at Tokaanu hot 

  pools on the way to stay overnight at Omori. On our way home the 

  next day we will walk around Lake Rotopounamu. 

Easy          Approx cost $30-$40 

 

Sept 14 or 15   Rangataua Wander    Cherry Channon  

Sat or Sun   A clubbie who lives in Waimarino, Peter Finucane, has offered to 

  take a walk in his patch. He is looking at doing a loop walk that 

  follows a couple of DOC traplines marked by their triangle markers 

  and a not well formed track. It finishes on a mountain bike track, 

  then the main Rangataua forestry road. Taumarunui Tramping 

  Club is invited to join us. We will choose the better day. 

Easy/mod    Approx cost $16 

 

Sept 14-17   Napier Cycle Trails    Lynn Tebbutt   

Sat–Tues   Bombs will explore the Napier cycle trails including the Water 

  Ride; Landscape Ride; Wineries Ride and Puketapu Loop.  

  Accommodation at Kennedy Park. Trip full but you may go on the 

  waiting list. 

Easy           Cost to be calculated            

 

Sept 20-22     Mangaturuturu Hut & Paretetaitonga   Mike Cole  

Fri-Sun       Mangaturuturu Hut on Friday night then climb up Paretetaitonga 

  Saturday and then a lesuirely day out on Sunday. Plenty of snow 

  and ice and water to see. There will be other options for people 

  who didn't want to do the main climb on Saturday. 

Easy/fit             Approx cost $26  

 

Sept 28   Pot Luck Dinner    Sandra Rogers  

Sat           Once again Sandra is offering her home at 1 Lancewood Pl for a 

  pot luck dinner. You know how it works. Simply turn up at 6pm 

  with a food contribution and enjoy a pleasant evening of good 

  eating and sparkling conversation.  

 

Sept 28 or 29   Paekakariki Escarpment   Shane Wilson  

Sat or Sun   This four to five hour walk which opened in 2016 is popular with 

  club members. It offers a magnificent track experience including 

  two 40m swing bridges, kohekohe forest, abundant native birdlife, 

  views of the South Island and Kapiti Island and Maori  

  archaeological sites. Bring your Gold Card for a free ride back to 
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  the van. We will choose the better day. 

Mod             Approx cost $25 

 

Oct 5 or 6   Kohitere Forest     Adrian Pike  

Sat or Sun  This forest, near Levin towards the Tararua Forest Park, offers a 

  range of pleasant walking/mountain biking tracks, plus views of 

  the township. A good day walk which we haven’t had on our 

  programme for a few years. Adrian will choose the better day. 

Easy/mod   Approx cost $17 

 

Oct 5-6         Ruapehu Hut & Crater Lake   Mike Cole  

Sat-Sun      Stay in this cosy alpine hut at 2000m near the Whakapapa skifield. 

  We will try again this year and hope to get better weather to climb 

  up to the crater lake. You will need to have done a snowcraft 

  course. Let me know as soon as possible so as I can book beds in 

  the hut. 

Fittish           Approx cost $60 

 

Oct 12-13   Mitre Flats Hut    Graham Sutcliffe  

Sat-Sun    Join Graham on his maiden visit to this hut in the eastern Tararua 

  near Masterton. It will take four to five hours along the Barra track, 

  named for a famous local deer culler. The hut has 14 bunks and is 

  in an attractive location beside the Waingawa River. 

Easy/mod     Approx cost $32 + hut fees 

 

Oct 12 or 13   Egmont Ramble    Dorothy Symes  

Sat or Sun    The walk will start from Dawson Falls Mountain House. We will 

  head up past Wilkies Pools, crossing to the Ridge Loop Track and 

  meeting with the Waingongoro Track and on to the Stratford 

  Mountain House. Time permitting we will hopefully return via the 

  Patea Loop Track. Native bush to enjoy all the way. 

Easy/mod    Approx cost $21 

  

Oct 19-20   Taranaki Weekend    Dave Scoullar  

Sat-Sun     This weekend trip to Taranaki has been going for decades but there 

  are still places to go and things to see. On Saturday we do our own 

  thing — yet to be decided — but it will be moderate at most. Spend 

  the night in New Plymouth’s Top 10, go out to dinner and a movie. 

  On Sunday we will once again team up with our friends in the New 

  Plymouth TC for a day walk they will lead on their patch. Always 

  an interesting outing.  

Mod            Cost to be calculated 
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Oct 25-28   Northern Ruahine  Shane McCulloch  

Fri-Mon   A different challenge in the northern part of Ruahine Forest Park 

  over Labour Weekend. We will go via Shutes Hut to Diane’s Hut, 

  followed by a shorter day to Ruahine Hut. Then it will be back to 

  Shutes for the night before the steep climb out. A chance to explore 

  new territory. 

Mod/fit     Cost to be calculated 

 

Oct 26, 27 or 28  Okoia Farm Walk    Earle Turner   

Sat, Sun or Mon  New member Grant Adkins has offered to take us over his farm at 

  Okoia. A new venue and a chance to stretch your legs over the 

  holiday weekend. The outing will be on the best day. 

Easy                   Approx cost $2 

 

Oct 31–Nov 5   Hauraki Rail Trails    Mike Miller  

Thurs-Tues       Bombs will cycle the HRT and explore the walks and history in the 

  Karangahake Gorge. Starting at Miranda and cycling to Thames, 

  Paeroa, Waihi, Te Aroha and completing the trip on the new 

  section of the trail from Te Aroha to Matamata. Trip full but you 

  may go on the waiting list. 

Easy                Cost to be calculated 
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Nov 2 or 3  Mangaturuturu Hut   Brian Doughty  

Sat or Sun   Brian will pick the best day for as they say “a stroll in the park” to 

  our club hut in the Mangaturuturu Valley. While there he needs to 

  assess the memorial seat built in the 1960s for strength and  

  soundness. This will be a great day for those wishing to make a first 

  visit to our hut. 

Easy            Approx cost $19 

  

Nov 9      Pot Luck Meal    Julie and Trevor Kearse  

Sat          Hey it’s time for another pot luck meal, this time at the mansion of 

  Julie and Trevor Kearse. It will be another night of eating, chat and 

  laughs. See you at 1/1 Parsons St at 6pm. 

 

Nov 9-10   Charlie’s Clearing    Brian Doughty  

Sat-Sun    As the track from Puniwhakau to Charlie’s Clearing is currently 

  closed owing to a missing bridge, this weekend could be just 

  looking around the area or spending some time trying to find the 

  old stock tunnel. We will need to check out the situation a little 

  closer to the day. 

Mod          Cost to be calculated 

 

Nov 9 or 10   Mt Wainui    Mike Cole  

Sat or Sun    Great views of the Kapiti coast, Mt Egmont and Wellington 

  harbour from this vantage point. Start at Whareroa farm near 

  Mackay's crossing. About 6-7 hrs walking, some of it uphill. 

Mod/fit           Approx cost $24 

 

Nov 13   Trips Meeting     Dave Scoullar  

Wed        You know the drill!  Turn up at 7 Wairere Rd at 7.30pm and we’ll 

  sort out tramps covering March/April/May. If you can’t make it 

  and have an idea of where to go, give me a call. 

 

Nov 16 or 17   Ridge Road     Margret McKinnon  

Sat or Sun      Ridge Road lies west of Taihape and we have been there before, 

  but this time we are seeking the perfect weather conditions to enjoy 

  the amazing views that can be had. Most of the climbing will be 

  done in the van — we can then enjoy an easy 13km walk.  

Easy/mod       Approx cost $19 

  

Nov 16-18   Kaweka Range    Tracey Hooper  

Sat-Mon    We will take the Taihape/Napier Rd and enter the Kaweka Range, 

  starting from Kuripapango Kiwi Saddle Hut for night 1, then onto 

  Studholme Hut tucked in a lovely little spot out of the way for night 2.

  We will then take the route either past Mackintosh Hut or down the
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  Rogue back to the carpark. Challenging terrain requiring hill 

  fitness. 

Mod/fit        Cost to be calculated 

 

Nov 23-24   Wairarapa Weekend    Dave Scoullar  

Sat-Sun     This weekend will feature a couple of interesting day tramps in the 

  eastern Tararua. On day one we will go 6km up the Reeves track 

  near Greytown to view a new plaque that marks the centre of New 

  Zealand’s Extended Continental Shelf.  Hutt Valley TC have been 

  invited to join us. After camping the night near Mt Holdsworth, we 

  will join South Wairarapa TC for a walk up Pinnacle Ridge. 

Mod            Cost to be calculated  

 

Nov 28-Dec 3   Hauraki Rail Trails    Carolyn Shingleton     

Thurs – Tues   Bombs will have a second group cycling the HRT and exploring the 

  walks and history in the Karangahake Gorge. Starting at Thames 

  and cycling to Paeroa, Waihi, Te Aroha and completing the trip on 

  the new section of the trail from Te Aroha to Matamata. Trip full 

  but you may go on the waiting list. 

Easy       Cost to be calculated 

 

Nov 30 or Dec 1  Pohangina Valley Walks   Margie Campbell  

Sat or Sun           Barbara Francis  

  Join Margie on two easy walks in the Pohangina Valley — the Fern 

  Walk in the Totara Reserve and the Pettifar and Gilchrist Loop. 

  Total walking time is about four hours. Margie will choose the 

  better day weather-wise. 

Easy                Approx cost $18 

 

 

 

TWILIGHT WALKS RETURN 
  After an interval of a few years we are reinstating our Tuesday summer twilight 

walks programme, which will also be open to the public. These are free trips with no 

club vehicles involved. There is no need to register in advance with leaders, just turn 

up. The walks should last approximately two hours. All walks start at 6pm. 

   

Nov 5  Lithgow Estate     John Newton  

  Meander through the countryside on one of the largest farms bordering 

  the Whanganui city boundary. Sturdy footwear a must. Meet outside 

  the Virginia Road entrance to Virginia Lake. 

 

Nov 12 Round the Bridges     Dorothy Symes  

  Leave from i-SITE on the riverbank off Taupo Quay for a walk around 
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   the bridges. Head to the Cobham Bridge first. How many  

   bridges will we do? That will be up to those taking part. 

  

Nov 19  Bignell St Reserve    Mike Cole  

   When is a dump no longer a dump? Mike provides the answer 

   with a walk around the replanted old dump site at Castlecliff. 

   You may be surprised at the transformation. Meet at Yacht club 

   in Gilberd St. 

 

Nov 26   Riverbank Wander   Dave Scoullar  

   An interesting walk along the Whanganui riverbank from  

   Landguard Bluff to opposite the port. Various artefacts along the 

   way. Meet at the small concrete building on the riverbank just 

   past the army camp near the airport. 

 

Dec 3    St John’s Hill Walkways   Juliet Kojis  

   St John’s Hill has a number of interesting walkways which Juliet 

   will explore, with a side walk to the wetland at Mt St Joseph’s. 

   Meet at the Gull service station. 

 

Dec 10   Harry’s Tea House   Brian Doughty  

   The late Harry Stimpson had a tea house in a pine forest off  

   Brunswick Rd, 2.92 km from Somme Parade (292 Rural  

   Number).  Brian will be waiting at the gate to guide us on this 

   plantation forest walk. 
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Summer Programme 
 

End of November: Queen Charlotte Track 

December: Whanganui River canoeing 

Beginning February: Alps to Ocean Cycle Trip  

 

Please get in touch with Esther personally—phone 021 028 82368 /347 8456  

or email j.and.e.williams@xtra.co.nz 

 

August 2019 Quiz 
1. What event in September will put the spotlight on the Te Araroa Trail? 

2. Which NZ tree planted in Hawaii more than 100 years ago is now considered a 

weed? 

3. The Dusky Track gets about how many walkers a year -- 250, 400 or 500? 

4. A feature of the Matemateaonga Track is the absence of what tree species? 

5. What cartoon character lives in Jellystone National Park? 

6. In 1846 Charles Heaphy walked from Golden Bay to just north of Hokitika, so 

does the Heaphy Track match his route -- yes or no? 

7. Has anyone in NZ been known to have died from 1080 poisoning -- yes or no? 

8. Which South American country announced in 2018 a plan to increase its national 

parklands by 38.5%? 

9. Name New Zealand’s most endangered bird 

10. We visit Lake Rotokare frequently. What does Rotokare mean? 

 

Answers below 

QUIZ ANSWERS 

1. The issue of a set of Te Araroa postage stamps 

2. Karaka 

3. 400 

4. Beech 

5. Yogi Bear 

6. No, Heaphy never laid a foot on most of today's track 

7. No 

8. Chile 

9. The fairy tern/tara iti 

10. Rippling lake 
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TRAMPING TUCKER  
BY UNCLE HAL 

Greek Lemon Soup   

 

  Boil one and a half pints hot water and one packet of 

Maggi chicken soup. Scatter in one tablespoon 

semolina (or ground rice or rice). Simmer for 20 

minutes. Add one egg and one dessertspoon of lemon 

juice beaten together. Reheat if necessary but do not 

boil. 
  This recipe by Phillipa Somerville is from the club’s recipe book  

Bombs Report   

 

   Over the past few months the weather has been pleasant enough for the Bombs to 

get their Tuesday cycle ride and café fix in. The rides have been kept around the 

local area, but trips away to cycle trails are planned between September and 

December.  I have welcomed the assistance from those who have offered to lead 

these trips.   

 

   Lynn Tebbett will lead a trip to the Hawkes Bay – 14-17 September.  Trails will 

cover the Landscapes Ride; Wineries Ride; Water Ride and Puketapu Loop. 

 

   Mike Miller is leading the first group to cycle the Hauraki Rail Trails – 31 October 

to 5 November - starting at Miranda then cycling through Thames, Paeroa, Waihi, 

Te Aroha and finishing on the newly completed section to Matamata.  Plenty of 

time to take in the sights/walks of the Karangahake Gorge.   Approx. 173km. 

 

I will lead the second group on the Hauraki Rail Trail – 28 November to 3 

December.  This group will start at Thames and then continue on the trail as per the 

above trip. 

 

All the above trips are full, but please put your name on the waiting list.  If there are 

enough people we may be able to plan another trip. 

 

Safe and happy cycling 
Carolyn Shingleton 
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LIBRARY TALK 
   

    I have been asked by more senior members of the club to 

introduce myself.  I am Margaret Chainey and I am looking after 

the club library for the next year or two. I haven’t done this before 

so you will have to be patient with me. 

    We have a really good range of tramping books which may be 

borrowed, after writing your name and date in the little book on the right side of the 

book trolley. These books can be kept until the next club meeting when you must 

sign that the book was returned. New books will be added throughout the year and 

if any one of you has read an interesting story that you think would be of interest to 

the club, let me know. 
Margaret Chainey 

Bookworm reviews new books in our library 
 

Extraordinary cycles of life explained 

  German forester Peter Wohlleben produced a best-seller with The Hidden Life of 

Trees. Now we have in our library another Wohlleben offering, The Weather 

Detective, which is sub-titled rediscovering nature’s secret signs. 

  The author notes that as we step out the door we are surrounded by nature. 

Thousands of small and large processes are taking place, details that are often 

fascinating and beautiful but we’ve long forgotten how to recognise them. In this 

book we are invited to take a closer look and interpret the signs that clouds, wind, 

plants and animals convey. 

  Scientific research is combined with charming anecdotes to explain the 

extraordinary cycles of life.   
  Bookworm’s verdict: A walk in the park will never be the same again. 

 

A tribute to TA trail-blazers 

  Retired Manawatu farmer Ian Argyle was a driving force behind the development 

of the Sledge Track, near Palmerston North, a track we are very familiar with. Then 

he turned his prodigious energies towards the Palmerston North-Levin link of the 

Te Araroa Trail. 

  Development of Burtton’s Track and the Makahika Track which make up this 

section of TA is the subject of a booklet by Ian, The Connecting Link, which outlines 

the tremendous efforts put in. He writes graphically about “what it involved, the 

people who helped, the problems and the delight when we achieved what at first 

had seemed impossible.” 
  Bookworm’s verdict: Showing how vision and determination reap great rewards. 
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From our archives… August 1985 

ATENE  'OPEN CLIMB' BIG SUCCESS 
 With 82 people on the Atene Skyline Track for Anzac Day, it must have been some 

kind of record. People started arriving at around 8am and the last group started at 

9.30am. Members of the committee were posted at the start of the track to give 

directions and also moved around the track keeping in contact with each other as to 

the progress of the walks. 

  The police FM radios were excellent for this purpose and with a few exceptions 

worked well. Everyone who walked the track was greeted at the shelter with a cup of 

tea and a certificate in return for a 50c donation. The weather was fine but not too 

hot and everyone had completed the walk by 5pm. 

  Due to the success of this our first such "open climb", we plan another next year on 

Anzac Day and maybe more in the future. We received several favourable 

comments on the way the trip was organised. We hope for more people next year. 
  Footnote: The club continued to hold "open climbs" on the Atene on Anzac Day over the 

following few years. 

GIZZ A LOOK AT YOUR GARDEN! 
   

The popularity of garden rambles encouraged us to run our own in December 

of 2014. Ten gardens were on display. Five years later we plan to do it again 

on Saturday 7 December. Note this is not a competition but a chance to peek 

into the properties of members. We are not necessarily looking for showplace 

gardens but diversity. If you would like to throw open your place in the garden 

ramble contact Dorothy on 345 7039.  

 

OLDEST TRAMPING CLUB TURNS 100 
  Congratulations to the Tararua Tramping Club which has just turned 100 years old 

with a series of events, including the launch of a book, Leading the Way: 100 years of 

the Tararua Tramping Club by noted outdoors writers Shaun Barnett and Chris 

Maclean. They had a lengthy interview with Kim Hill on National Radio about the 

book. 

  As a nice touch, the centenary committee arranged a purchasing arrangement with 

Earth Sea Sky to sell to club members items of clothing branded with the TTC logo, 

complete with the centenary year (1919-2019) embroidered under the club’s 

edelweiss emblem.  

  The Wellington-based TTC is our oldest tramping club and currently has 700 

members, its biggest number ever. Hopefully this book will soon find a place in our 

library. 
  Alan Wright is the only member of our club who also belongs to the TTC. 
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Tramper magazine advertisers: Does anyone have suggestions for new 

supporting advertisers?  You might be in business yourself or know 

someone keen to assist.  Please contact dorothy@displayassociates.co.nz 

 

For Your Information 
 

Automobile Assistance (“Auto Assist”) 

Just to understand: Much time has been spent ensuring vans are covered for 

breakdowns, flat batteries, lost keys and the like.  The vans are kept up to date with 

regular servicing. With expiry of the three year new-van warranty, the club sourced 

insurance from AMI.  For an extra $32.00  the endorsement entitles us to a 

maximum of three callouts annually. Towing to the nearest garage is also covered 

up to $60.00. 

This cover is now in place for rego HRP and the same will be arranged for rego 

KYW when its new van warrant expires.  

  

Club Van Usage 

Van usage has now been clarified by the committee and is included in the New 

Members’ Handbook - “When there are three or more trampers on a trip, the club’s 

vans may be used. With five or more, a club van must be used. Private vehicles are 

to be used only when there is no competent driver in the group or fewer than five 

on a trip.” 

Phone Margret (344 3899) if you need to know more. 

  

Phone Numbers 

Some have responded to the call for updates to the Emergency Contacts List. Our 

other lists also need to be maintained - the membership database, lists for leaders 

and trips convenors etc.  Please let me have any changes of phone numbers as well 

as addresses.  

Dorothy, Treasurer & Communications 

  

Need a Map? 

For trip leaders to be sure of destinations and how to get there, Basil Hooper is your 

man. He will find the map for you. Basil has a vast knowledge of tramping in our 

region and especially the nearby back country here in Wanganui. Just give him a 

call (346 5597) and he will be happy to help you. 
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Goodbye Possum 
 

Possum Lodge was sold by Deadline Treaty on the 14 June 2019.   An unconditional 

cash offer of  $107,585 was accepted.  Other offers were received ranging from 

$85,000 to $110,000 with the higher offer subject to finance.   The committee were 

concerned that a lending institution would be reluctant to lend the required finance 

and we also had doubts that an insurance company would be prepared to take on the 

risk of  an elderly, remote, unoccupied (mostly) timber cottage. The slightly lower 

offer of  $107,585 was unconditional - tidy and immediate.  A working party 

comprising Margret McKinnon, Bruce Thomas, Carolyn Shingleton and the writer 

made a trip to the lodge to spruce it up for the purchasers prior to settlement date. 
 

The Latham family were delighted with their 15% portion and quite amazed that 

Possum Lodge sold for such a high price - they have booked a trip to the UK!  Their 

family paintings were removed and have been sent to them. 
 

Thank you for all the good times and wonderful memories Possum Lodge.  We bid 

you a fond farewell and hand you over for the new owners to enjoy your special 

charms. 
 

Cherry Channon 
 
 
 
 

Memories of  Possum Lodge 
 

My first visit to Possum Lodge was when I went with three others to do the clean up 

when the club first started using the Lodge. We were one of many other groups that 

helped with the clean up. It had not been used for some time and was very run down 

and full of mice and rat droppings. I thought that no one would ever want to stay in 

it. However we cleaned it up so that it became homely and it became the scene of 

many happy get togethers and many happy memories. 
Peg Walsh 

 

I first visited Possum Lodge in 1978 or 79. I can’t remember if it was a skiing or 

tramping weekend and I thought what a wonderful old cottage, I would like to stay 

here again – it should last another five years or so. 
Bruce Thomas 

 

Sitting on the veranda in the late afternoon with Doris with her small glass bottle 

and a piece of polystyrene that she spat on and rubbed the bottle up and down on to 

make bird like calls to attract the birds in the bush over the road to return their calls. 

Walking in the reserve with the late Frank Papprill and going round and round until 

I finally managed to convince him we had passed that spot before. Climbed the 

fence and walked down the farmer’s track back to the road 
Helen Atkinson 
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Jim and I sharing PL with Barry Nixon and Bev Crisp prior to our very first 

Tongariro Crossing. . 

At an AGM suggestions were sought for spending money that had accrued. I put my 

hand up and said, "Wouldn't mind a flush toilet at Possum Lodge."  Boos and hisses 

greeted this outrageous idea. "Such a thing would seriously detract from the unique 

and special character of Possum Lodge." 

Learning from the visitors' book about the Bogeyman who lived in the 

longdrop.  Terrible tales of kids shining torches down the longdrop.. 

Full house, and I looked about for a place to sleep.  Under kitchen table was just fine 

so I set up house. Graeme Aitken was cheesed off when he saw I'd nabbed HIS spot. 
Barbara Gordon 
 

 

I went up to Possum Lodge to collect plants from the reserve and to look for 

possums. I collected the plants, had tea and a beer but then it started to rain so no 

point looking for possums. Instead drank a few glasses of wine – fortunately there 

was a bottle in the car – and had a bath and went to bed. 

Another time I got to Possum Lodge but had forgotten the keys. I broke in but later 

told Bruce how I had managed to break in and next time found Bruce had made it 

secure! 

One time I went to mow lawns but the power was off (a line had been cut). I had tea 

and sat in the dark. 

My memories are of relaxing times and cutting wood and doing maintenance all of 

which I enjoyed doing. 

There was always lots of laughter and fun whether it be at happy hour or playing 

cards after tea with a glass of wine. 
Brian Sixtus 

 
 

 

“I Met My Future Wife at Possum Lodge” 

Way back when I was a fit and active tramper (in my twenties), I put my name 

down for a weekend trip to Tongariro NP based out of Possum Lodge. I think the 

trip was organised by Elke Dunlop, a friend of the family but I think Doris might 

have been involved as well. On the trip, Elke introduced me to her niece Sabine who 

had recently shifted to Whanganui from Germany and had been on a few trips with 

the club, exploring her new country. On that weekend we all had a great trip. On the 

Saturday, we went up to the Whakapapa Skifield to do some rock climbing and 

abseiling on Mead’s Wall and on Sunday some of us went off to climb Mount 

Ngauruhoe. Back at Possum in the evening, the group chatted and played cards by 

the fire, very cosy and convivial. I can recall looking through an old National 

Geographic but I must have spent some time talking to Sabine as well, as we seemed 

to “hit it off”, as they say. Later, back in Whanganui, I still had to work up the 

courage to invite Sabine out on a date but that’s where things began for us. The next 

couple of years went by in a whirl - we moved in together, bought a house, went to 

Nepal, canoed the Whanganui River, got married and became parents in quite quick 
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succession. It all started for us at Possum Lodge and we have been happily married 

ever since. 
Stephen Hormann 
 
 
 
 

Possum Food Memories 

In the early days the main meal was essentially home grown organic and seasonal. 

Corned silverside cooked by Doris accompanied by delicious homemade relish and 

sauces plus whatever people had in their gardens. This made for a healthy, delicious 

and very economical meal. Porridge with brown sugar and cream was the standard 

breakfast dish. Some very memorable breakfasts were the Big Breakfasts cooked by 

Brian including Brian’s homegrown new potatoes fried in butter- mmm. 

Then along came Dorothy taking the catering to a whole new level. I remember the 

yummy coconut ice she made for her first Possum trip. A standout meal was the 20 

year celebration lunch catered for by Dorothy, finishing up with her signature 

pavlova dish.  

In recent years we followed the trend of eating out, dining at National Park.  Easier 

and simpler but not quite the same as our home cooked meals at Possum by our 

cosy fire. 
Julie Kearse 

  
 

 

 

Possum Lodge’s rustic charm didn’t appeal to everyone! I recall taking a bunch of 

my kids there in the early 1980s. They loved it but when my sister and husband 

arrived from Auckland they refused to stay and went down the road to a motel. On 

another occasion we were there with my brother and he shot a turkey. We cooked it 

for hours but it still tasted like leather.  
Dave Scoullar  
 

 

 

 

Possum Lodge Celebration 
A reunion took place in 2014 to mark 20 years at Possum Lodge – a weekend of 
catching up with lots of reminiscing, enhanced by great weather. My main worry 
when staging the event was how would we get on with so few beds?  Don’t worry, it 
will get sorted, was the word.  I’ve stayed at Possum a few times, but wasn’t kept 
awake by orchestral snoring this time.  Why?  I was the only one ‘in residence’, the 
others having camped out on the lawn. 
Bruce Thomas was master of ceremonies and invited all to contribute. There was no 
holding back and the stories could have gone on and on.  We took the traditional 
walks too, up and down the road and of course Doris’ Domain. 
One paid special attention to his attire that weekend – Colin Watson, who looked a 
trick decked out in special tramping duds including his multi-coloured hand knitted 
woollen socks.  
Dorothy Symes 
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Last Night at Possum 

It was the end of an era for “The Last of the Summer Trio” who spent a final night 

at Possum Lodge under the ownership of the Wanganui Tramping Club. 

Dave Davidson, Brian Deadman, myself and my wife Raewyn spent the night of 11 

June 2019 at Possum Lodge on our way to the Feildays in Hamilton.  It was raining 

when we left Wanganui and we arrived at the lodge at nightfall. 

The lodge has always been very cold in the winter but in no time we had a roaring 

fire going and with a few drinks we were soon cozied up by the fire. Raewyn heated 

up the delicious venison cottage pie she had made the day before, and with full 

bellies and warm bodies we had a very pleasant evening telling stories and 

reminiscing about our previous stays at the lodge. 

We were up at 5am next morning and on our way by 6am.   
Fred Verschoor 
 
 
 
 

My grandson, Taylor Hamling (aged 12yrs) agreed, unwillingly, to go to Possum 

Lodge. He said he wouldn’t survive in the outdated environment with missing 

technology as archaic as using a long drop toilet, shared bedrooms and no TV or 

radio. He wrote later, “at the end of it I reflected on the crazy twist from not wanting 

to go on this trip, to not wanting to leave and realised it’s all about making the most 

of people and places and enjoying each new experience.” 

For me Possum Lodge was a place to meet new friends. 
Doris Hamling 
 

 

 

The following happened in the 90s. 

A friend expressed the wish to tramp Tongariro Crossing in winter. We threw out 

the invitation to club members who would be staying at Possum Lodge at Queen's 

Birthday. Six of us set off early on a still sparkling day. 

At the time we had no deviation out of the Mangatepopo Valley so climbed the lava 

flow known as Devil's Staircase. Tongariro Summit glistened so we trekked to it to 

find the sign at the top enlarged by an attached flag of ice. We tramped diagonally to 

the gap in the rim above Mid Crater and plunged down two or three vertical metres 

in soft snow. 

Back at warm fire-heated Possum Lodge, we relaxed and ate. Some found we could 

be more relaxed by a shoulder massage so made a circle and applied healing hands 

and a little pressure. One climber, a man, stayed outside the group. 

The Lodge had, unknown to me, delegated bunks so four women found themselves 

outside in tents in the frost. I had put a self inflating mat in the second tent. Sssss as 

the occupant lay, Ssssss, comforted by the thought "There are no snakes in New 

Zealand." 
Esther Williams 
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ON POSSUM LODGE 
By Mike Capenhurst 

And later on – as some grew old 
More luxury was wanted 

So Possum Lodge rose to the fore 
A base camp supremely vaunted. 

 
A bath it had, and paintings too, 

But the fridge-freezer was its pride 
Actually t’was fridge alone 
But things froze up inside. 

 
The loo it was an old long drop 

Up past an old pine tree, 
A sweeter spot you’d never find 

If you came after me. 
 

It even had some little pets. 
I hear you say, “How nice.” 

It depends upon your point of view 
And what you think of mice. 
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Doris “filling in” the new owner Brooke 

Possum Lodge 20th Reunion 
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Enjoying the fire 

The Two Brians – Are they joking? 
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Trampers always eat well! 

Tea on the porch 
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Favourite evening pastime 

Possum poo cake? 
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Sharing history Bruce doing the honours 

Margret & Brian cooking the last breakfast 
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The Summit-Hutt Valley weekend 

This old shed has been converted 

into a shelter– Burtton’s Track 
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Overgrown track on the way to 

Charlie’s Clearing. Matemateonga 

to Waitotara Trip  

Shute’s Hut 
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Mangamahu wander 

Planting trees on the Palmerston North River walk 
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Hut plan for Mangapurua 
  A hut on the Mangapurua Valley is on the radar for the Friends of Mangapurua. A 

site has been identified for the accommodation — Johnson’s clearing — but this is a 

national park so approval will be 

needed from DOC, iwi and the 

Ruapehu District Council before 

building can begin. In the 

meantime the group is fund-

raising with a charity auction 

planned later in the year. 

  More immediate plans are for 

information signs on the track to 

the Bridge to Nowhere, giving the 

story of each pioneer farming 

family. The house sites already 

have markers put in by the  

Friends of the Whanganui River.   The group, which is now an incorporated society, 

wants to look after the historical, cultural and aesthetic aspects of the valley and also 

the present day users, trampers and mountain bikers. They would also like to see 

better cell phone coverage. 

 

Shared path over Ruahine 
  Walkers have not been overlooked with the proposed new highway across the 

Ruahine Ranges. The highway from Ashhurst linking the Manawatu and Tararua 

districts will include a separate shared path for walkers and cyclists the entire length 

of the project. 

  Separate walking and cycling facilities have also been included in the design for the 

new bridge to cross the Manawatu River, while ongoing access to walking tracks in 

the Manawatu Gorge Scenic Reserve, both at Ashhurst and Woodville, will be 

maintained. 

  Meanwhile, Hawke’s Bay has received $1.3m in government funding to create an 

extra 34.5km of walking and cycle trails around Napier and Hastings. The funding 

will be used on three projects costing an estimated $3.6m. 

Outdoors News 

Bridge to Nowhere 
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 Funding Great Harbour Way 

  Confirmation has come that NZTA will 

proceed with funding the iconic Hutt Valley-

Wellington cycling and walking seaward path. 

This gives certainty for the completion of the 

Great Harbour Way/Te Aranui o Poneke, a 

72km track around Wellington Harbour which 

has been promoted for well over a decade. 

Creating a wide, safe, scenic track between 

Petone and Ngauranga is seen as an essential 

part of the project. 

  Wellington City Council has also made 

progress with the Oriental Bay cycleway and 

work between Point Jerningham and Evans 

Bay, also a significant part of the Great 

Harbour Way. 

  Few if any opportunities exist elsewhere in the world to walk, run or cycle the 

entire coastline of a major city harbour, continually touching the water’s edge. 

 

 

Kiwis rush Great Walks 
  DOC reported 9000 bookings in the week after Great Walk 2019/20 bookings 

opened in June. Bookings were up 10% on that time last year and bookings by New 

Zealanders were also up by 10%, making up about 70% of bookings at that stage. 

  DOC Heritage and Visitors Director Steve Taylor said the new Paparoa Track, 

which opens on 1 December, had 564 bookings on the first day of bookings opening, 

91% of which were made by New Zealanders. 

  Another notable result was that while there was a 9% decrease in first day bookings 

on the Milford Track, there was a significant rise in bookings on lesser known gems, 

the Rakiura Track (up a whopping 129% on last year), Whanganui River Journey 

(up 83%) and Heaphy Track (up 46%). Milford Track received 2000 bookings on the 

first day and after a week was 80% booked up. 

 

Safety systems improved 
  DOC moved to improve its visitor safety 

systems after an internal investigation 

showed significant failures in the way it 

assessed the Cape Kidnappers track. The 

investigation report into the Cape 

Kidnappers rock fall incident in January 

shows that those tasked with assessing the 

risks to visitors limited their thinking to just 

1.5 km — the DOC-managed land —  

of the total 9km walk. 

Hutt Valley to Wellington cycle and 

walkway 

Cape Kidnappers Rock fall 
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  DOC said the report was clear that some of its systems let it down and needed to be 

improved. It has taken steps to ensure that risks are assessed and addressed properly 

in future. It is also supporting a Quantitative Risk Analysis initiated by the Hastings 

District Council to fully assess the risk of further rockfall on the Cape Kidnappers 

walk.  

  Until the department had a full understanding of all the risks associated with this 

walk, the DOC section of the walkway remains closed. HDC has left its section 

open — with warnings. 

 

Parks again popular 
  Summer visitor data from DOC's top visitor sites shows another big season despite 

an overall slowing in international visitor growth. In the year ending January 2019 

compared with January 2018, overseas visitor arrivals were up 150,000 (4%) to a 

total of 3.8 million. The estimated growth rate for international visitors to national 

parks is a little higher at 9%. 

  This slowing of visitor growth is reflected at several key conservation areas. Milford 

Sound (840,000 visits) and Franz Josef (759,000 visits) both had 3% growth 

compared with the previous year and Tongariro Alpine Crossing 1% (142,500 visits). 

  Places that bucked this trend are Rakiura/Stewart Island's Ulva Island increasing 

by 76% (17,000 visits) and Northland’s Tane Mahuta Walk up by 44% (152,000 

visits). For the first time, Aoraki Mount Cook National Park's annual visitor 

numbers exceeded 1 million. 
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Dave’s Rave 

Hard lesson in tragic death of tramper 
By Dave Scoullar 

  Missing in mostly terrible weather conditions in the Tararua for 11 days, would 

Darren Myers still be alive if he had had a PLB? We don’t know but it may have 

saved a lot of trouble, heartbreak and expense. His body was found at the bottom of 

a 6m waterfall in hazardous terrain in the headwaters of Arete Stream not far from 

his last known location. 

  Police search and rescue incident controller Tony Matheson said it appeared that 

49-year-old Myers died from injuries on the day of his last communication to his 

wife. There was evidence of him having had a significant fall and that he had died 

very suddenly. Arete Stream begins near Arete Bivvy where Myers was last heard 

from.  

  Matheson said it had been a lengthy search difficult for all involved — one of the 

largest searches of the range, with thousands of man hours and 75 instances of a 

team or helicopter taking a trip into the mountains. There were only two days of 

weather clear enough for an effective search. On one day a team had to be pulled 

from the ridges due to the conditions and a searcher suffered a broken leg. Teams 

had been within 50m of where his body was found but had to turn around because 

the territory was so difficult. 

  Myers started his tramp near Levin on May 28 with the intention of hiking across 

the northern crossing to Mt Holdsworth near Masterton. He reached Arete Bivvy on 

top of the range and should have continued  south along the ridge top but his body 

location showed he had dropped off to the south east. When he failed to emerge a 

search began on June 2. 

  Wanganui Tramping Club members are familiar with Arete Bivvy and did a 

northern crossing a few years ago. The difference was that it was summer and 

conditions were good. 

  Myers was considered an experienced tramper and well-equipped for sub-zero 

conditions. But he had no PLB —a life-saving device and a must for solo trampers. 

Maybe he was killed outright in his fall. It is horrible to think that he may have lain 

injured and unable to call for help. 

  An article in the Dominion Post during the search quoted three gung-ho trampers 

who love going solo. The difference was that they follow the outdoor safety code 

and thereby make risks more manageable when venturing into remote or wilderness 

areas. There is a fine balance between encouraging rugged individualism and the 

responsibility to self, family and community and deciding where that line is.  

  Our club is wise to make carrying a PLB compulsory on all trips. I can see the day 

when they are mandatory for solo trampers and that they are liable to pay for being 

rescued if they don’t have one. 
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WTC Trip Reports 
 

Matemateaonga Range to Waitotara Valley 

Wed 13 – Sat 16 Feb 2019 

Scribes:  Amanda Doughty and Brenda Pottinger 

   Avid adventurers: Brian Doughty aka BD – trip leader, chief cook and beverage 

thief;  Dorothy Symes ‘The Duchess’; Basil Hooper, photographer and wildlife 

guide; Brenda Pottinger: BD’s daughter-in-law; Amanda Doughty: head daughter.  

   Day one: Barry Hopper arrived to shuttle us to Puniwhakau Road, to meet with 

fellow Avid Adventurers and our athletic-looking day tripper companions. Under 

way, we stopped periodically for snacks, photos and chat, and reached the letter 

boxes in good time. A right turn after lunch took us towards Charlie’s Clearing. We 

arrived at the clearing mid-afternoon after much bush-bashing along overgrown 

‘paths’ and settled in to set up camp and enjoy the views and the sunset. BD put boy 

scout skills to use and cooked dinner while BP and Amanda relaxed and Basil 

scouted the way to water.  The Duchess bagged the best spot for her bed under the 

trees and the rest of us decided to sleep in the open and enjoy the night sky… 

   Day Two: Awake, damp, swimming in a field of dew! Basil’s makeshift wee 

plastic tent was, shall we say, not very waterproof. But Dorothy slept fantastically 

well, warm and dry. We dried off, ate a tonne of porridge and departed, Dorothy 

still smirking. More overgrown trails, with plenty of breaks amongst the bush. We 

heard a lot of bird song and met a piglet along the way, reaching Puteore Hut in 

plenty of time for relaxation and dinner. Basil pointed out the bats that came to visit 

and we took some lovely photos as the sun went down.   

   Day Three: After a great sleep and good breakfast (BD stole Amanda’s cuppa and 

drank half  before noticing it wasn’t his), we headed off early into Waitotara Forest 

towards Tahupo. The terrain was similar to Day Two, with the trail being lost more 

than once and plenty of circling, GPS reading and yelling of ‘have you found it?’  

Most importantly, the snacks were holding out.  

   A rather sentimental day too, finding some trail markers that Harry Stimpson and 

BD had erected years earlier, as well as reaching a Trig point Basil’s great 

grandfather had put in. We arrived at Tahupo in plenty of time to look at the helipad 

and ponder why BD hadn’t choppered in cold beer and pizza for us all. 

   Day Four: Again BD drank half of BP’s cuppa … and again we had difficulty 

finding the start of the trail before eventually heading in the right direction to Trains 

Hut. This was the most demanding terrain so far in terms of increases and decreases 

in elevation but fortunately we were accompanied by fantastic bird song. And 

snacks.  Striking a few sticky spots - large rocks, ginormous wind-falls - we were 

inspired by Dorothy who repeatedly, rather firmly, and not always politely, insisted 

she didn’t require any assistance. We were rewarded for our efforts with spectacular 

views from our lunch spot atop a ridgeline. We scrambled (BD, Baz and BP) or did 

the rear end slide (The Duchess and Amanda) down the last steep, leaf-littered 

section to the hut, crossed the river - and spotted a whio. The first signs of possum 

just before Trains led to a lengthy discussion on the merits of 1080 poisoning. After 
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another of BD’s excellent dinners we relaxed on the deck under the moon and 

listened for kiwi. We didn’t hear any but were content with BD’s  “And this is why 

we tramp.”   

   Day Five:  Packed up quickly with BD, BP and Amanda off to visit the old Trains 

Hut site, while Dorothy and Baz headed for the waterfall for a photo shoot of The 

Duchess in her natural element. We scrambled along by the river on goat trails, slips 

and wind-falls and met up with another group of day trippers around lunch time.  

We made a speedy exit along the road next to the Waitotara River, to find that 

Barry had come prepared for a group of dusty, thirsty Avid Adventurers having 

stocked the bus with beer. Bless you, Barry! We relaxed on the way home, dropped 

off Basil at Waitotara and were safely delivered back to Wanganui. 

   Many thanks to our team of Avid Adventurers.  This was an amazing experience 

made better by the company and fantastic weather. Thanks also to the support and 

company of Barry Hopper and the Wanganui Tramping Club day trampers.   
(photo courtesy of Brenda Pottinger see page 37) 

 

 

Tongariro Night Crossing 

Sat 20 Apr 2019 

Scribes: Linda, Margie, Esther, Adrian and Jiri 

   Easter and full moon go together. Amazingly the report forecast a calm night. Five 

club members began their trip to Mangatepopo, Tongariro, in the early afternoon to 

catch the sunset. Jiri, Adrian and Esther planned to walk the entire crossing while 

Linda C and Margie C tramped part way and brought the van to the northern end, 

Ketetahi. We set off from the car park at 4pm, calling at the Hut to register our 

intentions and to exchange cell phone numbers with the warden. Adrian noted "A 

lovely long-legged blonde Canadian 5593401 0800 Toronto" greeted us.  "There's 

nothing like New Zealand's mountain huts in Canada," she stated.  

   As we ascended, groups passed, enjoying the ambience. Photographers revelled in 

the dusk taking images of themselves with distant Taranaki framed by near volcanic 

slopes, the low ranges in between highlighted with strands of soft yellow and red. 

Further, we caught up with several Japanese couples photographing the scene. 

Behind them, the volcanic cliff glowed with a scarlet band. Above stretched a long, 

low unmoving band of cloud. Above, on the skyline jagged rock outlined the rim of 

the South Crater. We took a shot of the whole group against this evening 

phenomenon.  

   Soon we needed headlights in the dense, dark damp cloud. Two-thirds up to the 

South Crater we parted company. Linda and Margie reported, "Sometimes we had 

to stop to get our bearings. Illuminated strips on markers were a godsend."  

   For Adrian and Jiri, night tramping was a new experience; starting below cloud, 

through it, above it into full moonlit mountains. Magnificent. Quietness. No 

whisper of breeze. Ngauruhoe silhouetted in a starry sky. Beyond, past the Red 

Crater the moon reflected on the Emerald Lakes. Behind, on the crater wall, light 

bent its beams with patches of white, slate grey and black patches. In the distance, 

seven blobs of light steadily came towards us. We passed the Te Kuiti / Te 
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Awamutu friends who had waited five years to achieve a Night Crossing together. 

Beyond Blue Lake we descended, picking up speed.  

   "I regretted not being able to take off over-trousers but Esther was not slowing 

down at any time," Jiri said. 

   In the distance we saw the bright golden lights of Taupo reflected on the Lake.  

   At short stop where Ketetahi Shelter stood a fortnight before, Jiri shared brandy. 

The former hut space is now rubble.  

   In the forest we used our headlamps. Delicate white moths fluttered by our faces. 

Square red markers on trees illuminated our path through the lahar rocks. Finally, 

after eight hours we were finished.  

   Linda and Margie reported "We found Mangatepopo car park safe, but busy. 

Different story at Ketetahi at 10.30pm. Five young men were standing in the dark 

waiting for someone. We decided not to stay, driving to Turangi Lookout till near 

midnight when we drove back to meet Esther and co. Weather amazing! Moving 

cloud and no wind. Great to get some sleep at Possum Lodge."  

   The next morning was warm and still. As we travelled the Kaitieke road from our 

shelter, views of volcanoes came into view. 

   "Let's go back!" 

   "I've left my ski pole at Ketetahi!!" (Jiri) 

   When we arrived at Raetihi's Angel Louise we found a table to sip our coffees and 

to collaborate on the trip report.  

  

 

Tramping with my Grandpa - Waitotara River Mouth 

Wed 24 April 2019 

Scribe: Aidan Muir 

   The van ride over seemed to take no time at all as we were quickly approaching 

the Waitotara river.  Everyone seemed super excited about this trip. There was a lot 

of gossip. Once we got to about 4 km out of our destination, we met up with 

Graham Ellet, the person who was going to show us the way there and around a 13 

km trail he made up for us.  Once we got out of the van, I realised my pack was too 

heavy. I told my Grandpa (Adrian Pike) and he said to take some of my spare 

clothes out and put them in his other pack that was staying in the van. And because 

he is a way more experienced tramper than I am, I did exactly that.   

   The first part of the tramp was a 2 km walk next to the river.  About half way 

through the walk we all stopped for a moment so Graham could talk to us about a 

little history in the area, which I found extremely interesting.  I liked the part when I 

found out that across the river a hotel that was built there a long time ago kept beer 

cool by making a hole in the hill and putting the beer inside that.  Meanwhile my 

Grandpa was beside me, chewing a piece of long grass in this mouth. We were next 

to a farm so all I can say is, I really hoped a cow hadn’t peed on it. 

   Then came the fun part! We had to cross a shallow stream to move on. We all 

took off our boots and socks getting ready to cross the stream.  I looked at the stream 

and said to myself, piece of cake. But I underestimated the stream. It was 

FREEZING!!!  The second I put my foot in I really wished I hadn’t. I thought, I’m 
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going to get frostbite! I said to my Grandpa “Grandpa this is freezing” but he said 

back to me with a wide smile and a little chuckle, “Get over it” which was fair 

enough. During the crossing of the stream I stood in a massive pile of mud! “Eww”  

Once we all had crossed the stream, we did our best to get all the sand off our feet. 

Luckily I had a towel in my pack. I did my best to get all the sand off but once I was 

done I still had sand on my feet.  When I pulled my socks on I felt a little 

uncomfortable as there was sand between my toes. But at least my feet were dry.  

   We all had a little snack break and funnily enough I ate my chocolate bar 

first!  Once we were all ready again we started to walk. As we were walking we all 

saw a massive flock of geese at the river mouth.  It was an absolutely amazing sight 

when we saw them take off in two waves. They all took off in the exact same 

formation so they looked like a massive squadron of little fighter jets. Ten minutes 

after that we stopped for a real snack break.  And it was a good thing too. I was 

starving (even after the chocolate bar I had earlier ). Before we left for the tramp my 

mum packed some Shrewsbury biscuits and lolly snakes to share out among the 

group. For some reason I had to work up the courage to share the biscuits around.  I 

did eventually, although not many people took one.  

   I looked at the sea.  It was really rough. Graham told us about a story in the 

area.  Apparently a long time ago four fishermen took their boat out onto the water 

to go fishing.  But that day the water got really rough. The boat tipped over and 

tragically, all four men drowned.  Once that story was over we all started a massive 

walk along the beachfront. The walk on the beach was about seven to eight km 
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long.  My Grandpa and other trampers were picking up a lot of stuff like fossils and 

glass that had been curved and smoothed out by years in the water.  I grabbed a long 

stick and quickly drew my name and made a long line in the sand to mark where we 

had been. I looked back over my shoulder but couldn’t see where we had left 

off.  That’s how far we had walked up to that point.  

   Half way through the beach walk we saw two men fishing with a torpedo 

longliner.  We could see the torpedo about two km away from where ourselves and 

the fishermen were.  It turned out that Graham knew these two blokes. They started 

to chat away. We all just stood there for the next what felt like the next three hours 

(it was actually only about seven minutes).  Once Graham stopped talking with the 

fishermen we continued to walk on again. We walked another half hour when we 

saw something next to the water. It was the torpedo. It must’ve floated all the way 

over here .We figured that the two fishermen must be looking for it.  We all started 

to wave our arms in the air so they would see us. No such luck. Graham decided 

that he was going to walk all the way back to fishermen to tell them about their 

missing torpedo, leaving one of the trampers in the group in charge.  

   Ten minutes after he left the group we realised that the waves had pushed the 

torpedo up the beach.  To try and help the fishermen two members of our group 

picked the torpedo up and put it back into the water.  While we were waiting for 

Graham to come back, we all took a break and had a snack. After twenty five 

minutes we walked back to Graham and the fishermen.  When we were walking 

back we saw a pack next to a massive piece of driftwood. We had a look inside it. 

We were pretty sure it was Graham’s pack and assumed he had left it there to walk 

faster and was going to come back and get it.  One of the group members said we 

should look inside and see if there was any food left and if it was hot. While we were 

waiting I decided to run up some sand dunes just for fun. Finally after forty minutes 

Graham came back and we all started to walk up a big sand dune. At the top of the 

dune we got a great view of the sea and found a perfect place to have our lunch.  

   It took me a little while to find a good place to sit, but eventually I did.  Now it 

was time to share the lolly snakes. This time it was a lot easier to share them out 

because I had already shared out the Shrewsbury biscuits.  I went round one by one 

and shared the lolly snakes and this time everyone took one. Even after that there 

were still more snakes. I went round again but only two people took one this 

time.  There were more snakes left so I ended up eating the rest myself. YUM!!! 

After lunch we started our walk again. This time instead of the beach we were 

walking in bush and sand dunes. But before we started with the sand dunes we had 

to walk over bush.  That took around twenty minutes. During that part of the walk, 

we had to walk past a little sand dune that looked like a mountain. We had to walk 

to the left of it. Then Graham surprised us all by saying “We have to walk to the left 

of Mt Egmont” (the sand dune).  We all thought that was pretty funny.  

   Once we had finished the bush part we came to the sand dunes.  After five minutes 

I really started to get into it! I climbed, crawled and shimmied up every sand dune I 

could find and thought that was a challenge. They seemed as tall as mountains but 

as slippery as snow.  The tallest one I climbed must have been forty metres tall. I 
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was having an absolute ball!!! It was super fun! It was one of the best things I have 

ever done in my life (well, up to that moment in my life so far).  After about twenty 

minutes of good solid climbing I was pooped and had to catch my breath. After that 

I decided to call it quits. Once the sand dune walk was done we headed back into a 

little bush area again. We had to pass a massive thorn bush that was close to the 

fence.  But the fence was electric so we couldn’t touch it. Don’t worry though, no 

one got pricked or electrocuted. I think?  

   We then had to cross a piece of wood over a skinny but deep and fast flowing 

stream.  Graham told everyone to be careful. After that it was pretty basic stuff. We 

went back on the same trail we started on and walked all the way back to the 

van.  Once we were all there we all sat down and took off our socks and shoes. We 

were all exhausted. We got back in the van and went to the local dairy. At first I 

didn’t know what we were doing there but it turned out that we were there for ICE 

CREAMS!!!  They were delicious. I got cookies and cream. George told me that his 

favourite was goody goody gumdrops. Then I said back to him “Goody goody 

gumdrops are disgusting”. I told him I would give him five dollars if he got 

something different. He did. I didn’t give him the money because I didn’t have it on 

me.  He has probably forgotten about it but don’t remind him. It was the perfect end 

to a perfect day!!!  

 

 

Hutt Valley Weekend 

Sat-Sun 27-28 April 2019 

Day one scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  On trip: Jacky Evans, Reti Pearse, Marilyn McGlone, Esther Williams, Anne 

Royle and Dave Scoullar. 

  The first day of our combined trips with Hutt Valley Tramping Club was over a 6hr 

circuit around the Butcher, Cattle Ridge and Orongorongo tracks in the Catchpool 

Valley, Remutaka Forest Park, near Wainuiomata. Distance about 15km.The 

weather was overcast but we were warmly welcomed by ten HVTC members. A 

beautiful native bush area laced with well-formed tracks and very popular. 

  That evening they hosted us at a pot luck meal at the club rooms — a thoroughly 

enjoyable event. We overnighted at Wainuiomata with Anne Royle (a former WTC 

member who we knew as Anne Hills). 

 Day two scribe: Graeme Lythgoe from the HVTC. 

  Twenty-three trampers gathered at the Oakleigh St entrance of the Belmont 

Regional Park. The forecasted overnight rain did not eventuate and the day 

produced fine weather. Most of us had enjoyed a pot-luck dinner at the clubrooms 

so it was a good chance to burn off some of that great food.  

  We took the gentlest route down to the dam and enjoyed the magnificent nikau 

palms and other trees in the area. After a look at the newly-renovated dam viewing 

platform we scrambled up the shortcut. It was hot work rewarded by a snack break 

at the top. Then it was up to the wind-swept trig at 457m where we enjoyed clear 

views in all directions except the southern Tararua Range.  
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  We walked down the 4WD track before cutting back into the bush. Lunch was 

overlooking Stratton St and the Old Coach road areas. Then into the bush and the 

steps both up and down before rejoining the track we entered on. The tramp took 

just under 5hr. 

 

North Egmont Loop 

Wed 8 May 2019 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  “Watch out for the mud,” we were warned by two lasses who had just come from 

North Egmont to Maketawa Hut. What mud, we asked ourselves? In fact this was a 

mud-free day — almost unheard of in Egmont National Park. 

  Our loop walk took us from the North Egmont visitor centre, up the RMT, over to 

Tahurangi Lodge, down the Puffer to Maketawa Hut for lunch and then back to 

North Egmont. 

  The 5hr 15min trip enjoyed by 18 members was mostly in low cloud with 

occasional glimpses of the landscape. There were light winds but not too chilly, 

except around Tahurangi Lodge. 

  All of us particularly appreciated the benefits of the dry spell which the national 

park has been enjoying. Sorry girls, we never came across that mud!  

 

Brenda Collins’ Farm, Mangamahu  

Thur 9 May 2019 

Scribe: Fred Verschoor 

   An 8am start on a lovely autumn day, seasonal colours still around although past 

their best.  With Brenda leading, we began with a gradual hill climb with a morning 

tea stop half way up.  One tramper turned back with a troublesome knee, 

accompanied by Ray.  

   We paused at a lovely sunny spot with an impressive view, and continued upwards 

through bush with many colourful toadstools - “very trippy”.  At the top, our reward 

was a great view of Ruapehu. The mountain had a good cover of snow, enhancing 

our beautiful surroundings.  

   From the top, our descent took us on a steep farm track, finishing with a few 

minutes’ drive to Brenda’s farm where we were treated to a delightful afternoon tea - 

jam and cream scones!  Thank you Brenda, icing on the cake to end a wonderful day 

out.  

   It was close to 6pm when we returned home.  What a great day for fifteen from 

Wanganui and two Mangamahu locals - Liz and Julie. 

 

Possum Lodge 

Sat 11 May 2019 

Scribe: Bruce Thomas 

    A day trip to Possum Lodge to farewell the place. Is it really going to happen? By 

the amount of interest shown in it, it looks like it is.  A van full of us day trippers left 

at 8am and caught up with the overnight group at Raetihi. We all arrived at Possum 
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Lodge together and soon both fires were lit, generator going and morning tea began. 

The kitchen was full of people as was the lounge and verandah, with everyone 

talking at once.  Some went for a walk up the road from where Mt Taranaki can be 

seen on a clear day, but not today. 

    It was soon lunch time (after all it was a social day) and as usual the food did not 

run out. After lunch one group went over to the reserve, over ‘THE’ bridge to some 

of our tracks, while another group went up to the airstrip. This airstrip never ceases 

to amaze me even though I have never seen a plane there. 

    All too soon it was time for us day trippers to load up and head for home, but it 

had been a wonderful farewell day to Possum Lodge. 

   On the trip – Bruce Thomas, Margaret Chainey, Kate Jones, Carolyn Shingleton, 

Doris Hamling, Colin Watson, Jeanette Prier, Ann Fulcher, Jude Harrison, Irene 

Back, June Wills. Also visiting - Winston Oliver, Brian & Rae Doughty and 

Dorothy Symes    

 

Shutes Hut 

Sat-Sun 11-12 May 2019 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

On trip: Mark Sutherland, Nick Robertson, Andy Milham and Dave Scoullar 

   The club last visited Shutes Hut in the far north of Ruahine Forest Park in 2008 

and none of us had been there, so it was with some anticipation that we headed off 

from Comet Hut beside the car park. Soon we were grinding up a sharp hill on a 

well-marked track, past a trig at 1083m and onto a plateau of wilding pines.  

  We dawdled along until the steep drop to the Taruarau River, then across the knee-

deep water, onto a terrace — disturbing some wild pigs — and then completed the 

7km to the hut in 4hr 30min. 

  Built in 1920, historic four-bunk Shutes Hut is a former rabbiter’s hut built of local 

stone and cement mortar which was packed in. The hut stands in a grassy clearing. 

The area is popular for hunting and the Taruarau is noted for its trout fishing. 

  Next day we headed off at 8am with the big challenge, the 600m hill which was a 

grunt but we still managed to get back in just under 4hr. The trip opened other 

possibilities in the area. Good tramp, good companions, good weather. 

   

Old Coach Road 

Wed 29 May 2019  

Scribe: George Neil 

   Depending on the weather - Tama Lakes or Old Coach Road? Thirteen trampers 

set off at 7am for Raetihi where it was decided that Old Coach Road would be the 

better choice.  

  We started at the Ohakune end and tramped through and across Hapuawhenua 

viaduct for tea break, then on to Taonui viaduct for lunch. The weather was fine all 

day and we stopped often to admire the beautiful bush on the way in and out, huge 

rimu trees in particular. After lunch some plonker decided to show that it was still 

possible to cross the disused viaduct, walking on the steel girders. Then a short 
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circuit through the original cutting and back to the vans for a coffee stop in Ohakune 

and home. The distance tramped was 18 km. 

   On the tramp: Leaders Cherry Channon and Margaret McKinnon, David 

Scoullar, David Taylor, Diane Glennie, Helen Atkinson, Juliet Kojis, Robert 

Lakeland, Sally Gray, Suzanne Roberts, Tracey Hooper, Trish Smith and George 

Neil.  

 

Magnificent Mangaweka and Beyond 

Sun 2 June 2019 
Scribe: Margret McKinnon 
  After a very wet and wild night, 12 hardy souls surprisingly turned up to board the 

van. On our way to Mangaweka, we met with a further three in Hunterville. 
  From the old railway embankment on the Te Kapua Rd, we looked down onto 

Mangaweka and the surrounding papa cliffs. Following descent into the township we 

admired the various old buildings and local paintings. Brenda C tickled the ivories of  

an organ sitting under cover in the main street! Graham E then showed us and 

explained the building of  what was once his log cabin. 
   Morning tea was had under cover at the site of  the now demolished Mangaweka 

Power Station. Information panels explained the history of  the dam and had several 

interesting photos. The Mangawharariki river, source of  power, was running high 

and noisy as it twisted and tumbled down to the Rangitikei river. The old dam face 

was a wall of  water. 
   Traveling east up the Kawhatau Valley we came to the McKinnon farm, tucked in 

between the Rangitikei and Kawhatau rivers.  Farm tracks took us up then down to 

the Rangitikei river where lunch was had. The return to the van and then homestead 

was via a loop track where normally one would get wonderful views of  Mt Ruapehu 

and the Ruahine Range - just not today. The rain did hold off  for us, though. 
   Obligatory ice creams were enjoyed back in Hunterville before returning to 

Wanganui. 
 

McIntyre’s Hut 

Sat-Sun 8-9 June 2019 

Scribe: Julie Kearse 

   An early start saw seven of us heading off to spend the weekend in the McIntyre’s 

cosy little hut in the Mangapurua Valley beyond Ruatiti.  After two hours in the van 

we began our walk uphill on a gradual metalled track. The forecast was a bit dodgy 

and we needed our raincoats on, just a fine drizzle. We arrived at the hut in time for 

lunch and soon warmed up by the fire. A yummy tea was enjoyed thanks to 

Dorothy (our leader) and Esther. 

   Sunday we made the most of the great weather and walked up to the trig. We 

admired the recently installed monument remembering the WW1 soldiers who were 

allotted land. The harsh conditions meant that most became disillusioned and 

eventually walked off the land. We had lunch at the nearby lookout with great views 

over the valley. 
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   Returning back to the hut we packed up and headed back to the van. Another 

great trip, good company, great food and an interesting area. 

   On the trip – Dorothy Symes, Margret McKinnon (our driver), Esther Williams, 

Julie Kearse, Catherine Carr (a student occupational therapist visiting Wanganui for 

work experience), Garry McElwaine and Terry Mullins.  

 

Bushy Park  

Sun 16 June 2019 

Scribe: Brigitte Hund 

   Ten of us, plus four members from the Rangitikei Tramping Club, enjoyed a cold 

but mainly sunny day at Bushy Park. Esther led us on a few different tracks through 

beautiful bush and birdlife. Morning tea was at the pond shelter.   

   We were invited to have a look at the historic homestead before most of us had 

Devonshire tea for lunch. It was served on best china and silverware.  It was a great 

day!  

   On trip: Esther (leader), Chris, Janice, Julie, Trevor, Sue, Margret, Fred, Carlos, 

Brigitte, plus four Rangitikei Club members. 

 

Turakina Reserves 

Wed 19 Jun 2019 

Scribe: Sandra Rogers 

   Turakina Reserves are a favourite of mine. First we went to Big Sutherlands Bush, 

one and a half hours, on to Archies Bush, approximately three-quarters of an hour, 

then on to Little Sutherlands Bush, approximately three-quarters of an hour also. 

Lovely trees and bush. 

   On the trip were – Adrian Pike, Brenda Collins, Bruce Thomas, Carlos Sotet, 

David Scoullar, Diane Glennie, Dick Mitchell, Dorothy Symes, Earle Turner, 

Esther Williams, George Neil, Graham Ellett, John Baxter, John Hamling, Julie 

Kearse, Juliet Kojis, Margret McKinnon, Rozie Rawlinson, Sandra Rogers (leader), 

and Terry Mullins. 

 

Tama Lakes 

Wed 26 Jun 2019 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  A crisp winter’s morning with an early start but 17 enthusiastic trampers signed up 

for the trip to Tama Lakes in Tongariro National Park, some for their first visit 

there. A seven-hour day took us from Whakapapa Village, along the RMT, around 

the top of upper Tama Lake, back to the RMT and home. Conditions were perfect 

all day, summed up in this ditty … 
      The Wednesday gang was totally in awe 

       Snow-capped mountains were all they saw 

       The air was clear, not a cloud in the sky 

       “What a fantastic day” went up the cry 

        “Great to be here, who could ask for more?”    
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  Whangaehu to Turakina Beach Walk 

Sun 30 Jun 2019 

Scribe:  Phil Thomsen 

   Bustling Brian Brought Busloads of Bounteous Beach Bunnies for Breathtaking 

Bisions of the Briny.  (“Bisions” is sometimes started with a “V” by pedants, but my 

alliteration was faltering.)  There were two vanloads with 20 trampers that drove 

down through a rough track through several gates (“Two gates, plus another gate”, 

as Brian put it).  It was a sunny and warm day, and the outlook spectacular (“This is 

absolutely magnificent!” Adrian said as he gazed at it).   

   A highlight for me was the birdlife.  There was a flock of black swans taking off 

from the Whangaehu lagoon when we got there, a spectacular sight, plus large 

numbers of Canada geese, as well as interesting native birds such as dotterels and 

stilts.  I sorely regretted not bringing my binoculars.  Off the shore there were 

gannets and terns, and scads of gulls.  I have to say, trampers’ awareness of birds 

could do with a wake-up call.  “Look at the magnificent flight of spoonbills taking 

off!” I gasped.  “What are they? Ducks?” warbled Dorothy.  Dear oh dear. 

   The walk along the beach wasn’t very long or tiring (we did 11km in total), and 

after morning tea Basil took us cross-country to meet the Turakina River, which runs 

parallel with the coast for some way.  The purpose of the tramp was scoping possible 

options for crossing the Whangaehu and Turakina Rivers along the Te Araroa Trail, 

a beach path being preferred to the current SH3 route.  At each river mouth, a trio of 

Wise Men (Brian, Basil and David) prognosticated and pontificated sagely, with 

oodles of animated gesticulations, as the rest of us gaped awestruck at their ageless 

erudition.   

   We arrived back at the vans about 2.30pm, and were back in town by 3.30pm.  It 

was a fabulous day; we should feel privileged to have such a vast, wild and empty 

seascape at our doorstep.   

 

He Ara Kotahi Bridge and Path to Linton                                                                   

Wed 3 July 2019 

Scribe: Dorothy Symes     

   Sue Haden and I led on this walk that had been opened only a week earlier. I-Site 

Palmerston North provided information about the new track and the new bridge, He 

Ara Kotahi, an elegant structure spanning Manawatu River on the south eastern 

edge of the city. The walk/cycle bridge leads to the start of the new 7 km track 7 km, 

ending at Linton Military Camp. Along the way there are four substantial wooden 

bridges, one a substantial ‘San Francisco-style’ swing bridge. The landscaping and 

boulder placements beneath the bridges were impressive.  

  Walking into Linton township, we were met by an inquisitive group of children 

who raced over the school grounds to investigate our colourful group. When asked 

who they thought we were, the loud response without hesitation was “Old 

People” !!!  

  We found a small green space for our lunch, and started back to the bridge. We 

learned that the ongoing planting was planned by Massey University. Seeds were 
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collected locally and raised at a prison until the shrubs and trees were ready for 

planting.  Planting was under way this day, thousands of plants. Volunteer groups 

and schools have helped, and we were invited to take part too which we did. 

   I imagine this track now will display many changes over time. For trampers 

looking for a bad-weather alternative, this could be a good choice.  

   Eighteen enjoyed the day, finishing with ice-cream from Earle’s favourite shop in 

Bulls with the nice lady -  but she wasn’t there! 

 

Sledge Track crossover 

Sun 7 July 2019 

Scribe: Dave Scoullar 

  History was made with our first crossover of the Sledge Track by Team Dave 

(Brigitte Hund, Kim Whyte, Helen Atkinson, Richard Rayner and Dave Scoullar) 

and Team Roger (Maura Skilton, Mike Cole, Dorothy Symes, Andrea Bunn and 

Roger Kealey). 

  It wasn’t the greatest day with low cloud and a brisk westerly wind and pretty 

muddy underfoot but the ten participants enjoyed their outing. Team Dave, which 

came from the Wairarapa side, completed in 5hr 45m with Team Roger taking 

longer from the Manawatu side as they found the descent from the Otangane Loop 

slippery and slow going. 

  A trip worth repeating under summer conditions. 

 

Kahui Hut  

Sat-Sun 13-14 July 2019 

Scribe: Shane McCulloch 

    The weather did not look too good, but six of us set off for Egmont with the usual 

coffee stop at Hawera.  The track was pretty muddy but at least it didn’t rain on us 

and we made it to the hut in 2.5 hours.  Because they had done a 1080 drop and the 

hut water supply was from a stream, DOC had flown in a large amount of bottled 

water for us to use. 

   After lunch we headed up the mountain. Just past the hut there is a track to the 

right that takes you to the tops.  It was clagged in all the way to the tussock. I was 

keen to push on to the pyramids and with two keen followers we made it only half 

way because of the erosion in the streams. 

   We had a good dinner, then went to bed listening to the rain pour down in the 

night. We didn’t set off till about 10am, to avoid the rain.  Most streams were 

running high and the track was a bog but it was only two hours out.  A stop at a 

Hawera pub for a beer  (lemonade for the driver) and back in Wanganui around 

3pm. 

   Members – Alex Gates, Derek Barrett, Mike Cole, Andrew Milham, Shane 

Wilson, and Shane McCulloch (leader).  
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Historic Turakina-Okoia Railway Trail 
 

 

Many club members have walked this rail trail – 26 km to Okoia or 

21 km to Fordell.   Trish O'Leary lives on this trail and has 

produced and illustrated Talking Hats - “Slices of  New Zealand 

life in verse based on true incidents”.    Included are poems relating 

to the old railway track, the derailment and relocation of  the line – 

incidentally the first large scale railway improvement work of  its 

kind undertaken in New Zealand.   If  you would like to secure a 

copy of  Talking Hats please email or call Dorothy (345 7039) cost is $15. 

TT2 Report 
April - May 

Thur 18 April:  Today we met at Kowhai Park for a walk around Bastia Hill and 

back through the streets of Wanganui East, purchasing our Easter buns from 

Savage’s Bakery along the way.  Delicious! 

Seventeen attended 
 

Thur 2 May:  We met at the BP Taupo Quay for a walk along the River Walkway to 

Kings Ave and out to the Balgownie Reserve for our morning tea and back via 

Castlecliff industrial area in Heads Road and along the River Walkway.  About 

10km completed this day and 18 people attended.  
Carolyn Shingleton 

 

 June  

Thur 13 June (Julie Kearse):  We met at the car park in Peat St for a walk through 

the wetlands via Parkdale Drive then on to the lake, by which time it had started to 

rain. So we made a dash to Parsons Street where we had a civilised morning tea at 

my place. Fourteen braved the weather on this trip.  
 

Thur 27 June (Mary Grant): We met at Trafalgar Square bus stop to catch the 9am 

bus to the Challenge BP Station in Cross Street, Castlecliff, returning to town via 

Heads Road and the River Walkway. Lovely morning for a walk – 19 on the bus 

and two met us at the service station. 
 

Thur 11 July (Jude Harrison):   A fine sunny day and 19 walkers enjoyed a stroll 

around Castlecliff streets then down to the beach. First morning tea by the beach 

then onto the Citadel for our second morning tea! 
Julie Kearse 
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Pack Talk August 2019 
 

 

 

 

What good is the warmth of summer without the cold of winter to give it sweetness. --John 

Steinbeck.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Congratulations for our new committee members Brian Doughty (vice-president), 

John Cook and Adrian Pike. At the risk of sounding cynical, let’s hope they 

remember that a definition of a committee is a group of the unwilling, picked from 

the unfit, to do the unnecessary. 

 

Congrats also to Tramper editor Jeanette Prier, who was presented with the Raewyn 

Doughty Boot Award at the AGM. Outgoing president Margret McKinnon 

acknowledged the superb job she is doing with our quarterly magazine. 

 

Women on top? You bet. Our last three presidents are all of the female persuasion as 

are our secretary, treasurer, editor, new members contact etc. To demonstrate 

promotion and relegation, the committee of five is all men. 

 

Normally we only record significant birthdays but when you are nudging 100 every 

birthday is significant, so a belated happy 97th birthday to our oldest member, 

Darrell Grace. We hear he was made a fuss of on the big day in June.  

 

Hooray — we have a birth in our tramping family. Kelly Darby reports “our wee 

baby boy was born on 10 June weighing 6lb 15oz.”  Kelly did a few tramps while 

pregnant and was still doing the Durie Hill steps at 38 weeks, and fitness played a 

key role in her recovery. Kelly hopes to get back on a few tramps once things have 

settled a bit. 

 

Andy Beck another Camino accomplisher last year, found not only himself but 

another to whom he plans to wed 7th September in a ceremony on a cruise on lake St

-Jean, Canada. He and Julie, plan to return to New Zealand in 2 or 3 years. The 

Wanganui Tramping Club extends its very best wishes to them and look forward to 

catching up again. 

 

Possum poo on a cake? Surely not! And it wasn’t — it was chocolate on the 

Farewell to Possum Lodge cake. 

 

The legs have it and that’s not so good in Andy Milham’s case. Wading through 

thigh-deep snow on top of the Ruahine with no leggings rather shredded his lower 
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legs. Not a pretty sight and painful. 

 

When they get together the two Grahams, Sutcliffe and Ellett, are a potent pair, 

likened by some wit to the two Ronnies. 

 

Intergenerational chat as the Wednesday group walks past Linton Camp School … 

Dorothy (to young boy looking over fence): “Do you know who we are?” 

School boy: “Old people.” 

 

Sally and Stephen Gray have left on an adventure — they are touring NZ in their 

motor home and expect to be on the road for up to a year. Sally has her boots and 

will network with local tramping clubs as well as doing her own things. 

 

We hear Julie Kearse is taking her duties as a TT2 leader very seriously, marshalling 

the troops and even giving them the odd blast on her whistle. Go Julie! 

 

The lengthy Tararua search for the missing solo tramper in June was up close and 

personal for clubbie Mark Sutherland who spent several days in unforgiving country 

under tough conditions as part of a search team. 

 

Margret is our “tuck in” lady. Seeing off the Wednesday group on a trip she said: “I 

feel like a grandmother tucking in the children.” 

 

Ever the joker, Graham E phoned Barry Hopper and invited him to come on his 

Waitotara River mouth trip, promising to provide him with two manuka poles. Not 

surprisingly, Barry, recovering from a broken ankle, declined. 

 

What have Earle Turner, John Newton and Ray Walton got in common? Clever 

wives (Margaret, Lauren and Pauline) who all exhibited at the Whanganui Pottery 

Studio. 

 

It was school holidays and a few BOMBS Big Kids just couldn’t resist having a go 

on Westmere School’s BMX bike tracks.  

 

The editor of this fine publication is now first at the top of every hill. Is she battery-

powered – or is it that shiny new blue bike? Jeanette, known for her fondness for 

purple, is saving hard for blue bike pants and jacket to colour-match the new E-bike.  

 

Ken Howie has traded in his tramper’s knees for a 650cc motorbike. Born to be wild. 

 

Now that regular push bikers are becoming outnumbered, the pensioners riding 

electric bikes may be considering a name change from BOMBS to PREBS. Top 

marks to those who continue to pedal the old way. 
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Commenting on the Gals and Guys item in the May Tramper, one chap reckons the 

real reason for the dearth of male trampers is “that they’re all worn out from 

previous servitude to the wimminfolk”.  

 

Never a good idea to place your pack on the ground and then reverse car over it. 

Plays havoc with bananas – ask Jude Harrison. 

 

A bike crash resulted in a fractured/dislocated elbow for Jim G, and – worse — a 

small scratch to the new E-bike. This is what happens when hand leaves handle bar 

and eye leaves road to wave to passing TT2 ladies. “E is for ebike / E is for elbow / 

E is for the shape of the fractured fragments / E is for early recovery which we wish 

for” read one cheering message. And how about E for Elderly — Jim turns 80 on 3 

September. 

 

A blazing fire was a welcome sight for the Quiz Kids in June. The host looked here 

and there but couldn’t find his cigarette lighter. Its whereabouts was spectacularly 

revealed at suppertime with an almighty BANG. Ah, there was the lighter, put aside 

on the hearth where it waited for a warm-up.  

 

Quiz Night was a fun occasion with a great supper. Only ones disappointed were the 

Top Four team, who came last. The winners were The Nerds — Stephen Hormann, 

Doug and Marian Davidson. 

 

It was a tough call for Graham Sutcliffe. Would it be the Wednesday tramp to Tama 

Lakes or the daytime screening of a doco on whisky.  As a whisky aficionado, it just 

had to be the doco. Graham loved it but reflected, sadly, that there was no sampling. 

 

We look forward to seeing photos taken by Basil Hooper in Nepal at the October 

club meeting. Does he have a choice of photos to show us? Does he what — he took 

over 2000 images! 

 

A “get well soon” for Betty Luff who had a stent inserted in Wellington Hospital 

after a heart issue. She was flown there — her first time in a plane. Meanwhile, the 

Wednesday team has welcomed back John Hamling after his near-death experience. 

Hope to see you out again regularly, mate. 

 

The Waitotara crossover produced some interesting moments for the participants. 

Between Puteore and Tahupo huts, the trip scribe said it was “a rather sentimental 

day for us finding some of Harry Stimpson’s orange tin lids he and Brian Doughty 

had erected as trail markers many years earlier, as well as reaching a trig point that 

Basil Hooper’s great grandfather had put in.” 

 

Funny how people pick up nicknames, on the Waitotara crossover Dorothy became 

alternatively The Duchess and The Legend and Brian became the Beverage Thief. 
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Better ask them to explain these nicknames. 

 

We often see deer on farms but one with his head sticking out of the bush is less 

common. John Baxter and others spotted one as the van drove near Little 

Sutherlands Bush. 

 

We have had the chance to admire Laurel Stowell and Richard Thompson’s house 

at Aramoho. Now it has a wider audience as it has been featured in the New Zealand 

Lifestyle Block magazine. 

 

When we visit Wainuiomata we get royal treatment from Anne Royle, better known 

to us as Anne Hills. Hospitality offered by Anne and husband Phil was sampled and 

enjoyed by club members in April. 

 

Our botanical folk give us hints on edible stuff in the bush but William Liao of Hutt 

Valley Tramping Club, from Taiwan, went a step further when he showed us a 

fungus he had found and was taking home for dinner. 

 

Forgetful Earle left his stick behind on the sea shore during the Koitiata crossover 

but luckily it was found by Graham E. 

 

Fancy spending the night in the toilet? John Cook didn’t either but it turned out to 
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be a better option when his tent proved inadequate during heavy rain on the 

Mangapurua Track. 

 

Dick Mitchell has been to Government House and picked up his QSM but we’ve yet 

to see him wearing it. Dick even bought a new suit for the event. And he got to give 

Governor-General Patsy Reddy a peck on the cheek. To see video of our Dick 

getting his gong the link is https://youtu.be/zo4jGTAnuqU 

 

Graham S is impressed by George Neil’s ability to reel off joke after joke when he 

quickly forgets them.  Says Graham, “George is like a babbling brook.” (We’re not 

sure if that is a compliment or not.) 

 

What goes around comes around. Dee Ess laughed when Roger Kealey got hooked 

up in bush lawyer when he stopped for lunch on Burtton’s Track. Then Dee Ess sat 

down and got hooked up even worse. 

 

Clubbies who are Chronicle readers would have been astounded one day in June to 

see Brian D’s smiling face in their local rag not once, twice but three times. Yes, 

three separate photos of BD! 

 

One of the most impressive things about Shutes Hut in the northern Ruahine is its 

hut book. Not the standard DOC book but a huge affair which dates back to 1985 

with plenty more years left in it. The team which visited in May noted the WTC last 

visited in March 2008. 

 

Hey that’s a bit rough! Someone murmured that they got George’s right side when 

he appeared on our magazine cover in February — it showed his back view. 

 

Are the Gordons (Barbara and Jim) and Kearses (Juliet and Trevor) the cover 

couples for cycling in Whanganui? The Chronicle thinks so and put them on page one 

in a series of articles on the rise of the bike brigade here. 

 

When asked about her star treatment, Julie gave a reply that was worthy of a red 

carpet siren: “It’s not the first time.” Also getting media attention is Derek Barrett 

whose letter to Wilderness put the magazine right on where the sun is during daylight 

saving time. 

 

Sue McBride who has moved to Porirua donated five pairs of putties, which were 

offered free to members and were quickly snapped up. Thank you Sue. 

 

We see lots of traps in our wanders but often not too much evidence of their success. 

However, at least a half dozen rats were spotted in traps on the Wednesday group’s 

loop walk from North Egmont in May. 
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Don’t moan about the winter. See how tough the weather can be elsewhere as 

reported by Scotland-domiciled member Ian Kirk in June: “We have had a terrible 

five weeks after a fantastic winter and spring. I had started to water my tatties 

(potatoes) and then the deluges started. Now everywhere is flooding! Fresh snow on 

the hills a week ago! Global warming — I blame Trump and Brexit.” 

 

It’s noted that the club vans now have backing cameras. However, not everyone is a 

believer. George says he “doesn’t trust them”. Maybe he’s influenced by the fact that 

he managed to back his car into a post despite having a camera. 

 

Interesting to read a Wilderness trip report by a woman who likened a gruelling track 

to childbirth — “painful at the time but less so in hindsight.” 

 

You may not know the name Errol Vincent but we owe a vote of gratitude to this 

Ohakune fellow who died in May as he was very influential in rediscovering and 

developing the Old Coach Road, which we enjoy frequently on foot and bike. He 

took the club on one of his exploratory trips on the route. 

 

Did you spot a Te Araroa Trail walker last season? No surprise. The trail had its 

biggest season ever with 1189 through walkers in 2018-19, up from 1001 the 

previous summer. The walkers came from 31 nations and the biggest group — 25% 

— were Kiwis.  

 

On arriving back in town after a wonderful tramp to Matekawa Hut on Mt Taranaki 

there was discussion as to who would clean the van windows whilst we filled up 

with diesel.  Barbara Francis was quick to say, “Not me, I’m too short!!” As quick as 

a flash our trusty leader, Dave Scoullar, responded with “short on excuses!” 
  

Same trip.... David Taylor took the wheel on the return journey..... compliments 

were buzzing around the van as we headed back to base.... to which David 

responded “perhaps I’ll get my licence now”.... or words to that effect. 

 

Helpful hint: As an approximate guide, where no times are given, an average party 

will cover 5km per hour on a smooth wide track; 2km per hour on a rough track; 

300m height gain per hour when walking uphill; 600m height loss per hour when 

going downhill. 

 

“All truly great thoughts are conceived by walking”. 
     Friedrich Nietzsche 
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 Club Merchandise  
These items are available to members: : 

 T shirts $28.00, Polo shirts $36.00. Women’s and Men’s styles, each with 

embroidered club monogram 
 

 Club logo stickers for leaders to place in hut intention books on overnight 

stays - no charge 
 

 Embroidered monograms, may be stitched to packs – or camouflage that hole 

you burnt in your sleeve sitting too close to the candle when playing cards - 

$10 small and $12 large.  
 

 Pack liners $5.00 each 
 

 There are also some Mountain Safety books at $12.00 each 
 

Apparel: If you can get three people to order with you, costs can be kept to a 

minimum. To place an order phone: Barry Hopper 345 3969  or  

                                                              DorothySymes 345 7039. 
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WTC Officers 2018 – 2019 

LIFE MEMBERS: 

Neill Simpson,QSM      Colin Watson            Dave Brockway         Iain Elliot 

Dave  Scoullar       Doris Hamling           Irene Back                  Nelson Tizard 

 

FOUNDING MEMBER               Margaret McGuire 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
PRESIDENT                             Cherry Channon       347 9914 

VICE  PRESIDENT          Brian Doughty       345 1135 

IMM. PAST  PRESIDENT         Margret McKinnon       344  3899                                                                                                        

SECRETARY           Carolyn Shingleton         347 7644 

TREASURER and  

     COMMUNICATIONS        Dorothy Symes        345 7039                 
 

COMMITTEE:       Basil Hooper      Barry Hopper     Bruce Thomas 

           Adrian Pike         John Cook                                                

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------—-   

NEW MEMBERS  Barbara Gordon  348 9149  

TRIP PLANNING Dave Scoullar  343 2836 

MAPS  Basil Hooper 346 5597 

EQUIPMENT / GEAR Basil Hooper 

FIRST AID Juliet Kojis 343 2836 

LIBRARY Margaret Chainey 345 4305 

VEHICLES Bruce Thomas  345 6532 

  Adrian Pike                      345 1655 

FMC  Cherry Channon 347 9914 

LONG TRIPS/VAN USE Margret McKinnon 344 3899 

WAITAHINGA TRAILS Basil Hooper 346 5597 

MANGATURUTURU HUT Barry Francis  345 3588 

PERSONAL LOCATOR BEACONS  

           TO BORROW                          Margret McKinnon      344  3899 

           POST-ACTIVATION  Dorothy Symes  345 7039 

CLUB MERCHANDISE                   Barry Hopper             345 3969 

                              

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Jeanette Prier  345 1651     jvprier9@gmail.com 

DISTRIBUTOR                  Jacky Evans 345 6858 stoned@slingshot.co.nz 

WEBSITE   Diane Harries  343 2222   d.vanillablue@gmail.com 

FACEBOOK   Heather Mackenzie    347 1250  mackenzieheather56@gmail.com 

                                                         or 022  616 5670 
 

WELFARE OF CLUB MEMBERS   

Please contact Sandra Rogers if you hear of illness, hospitalisation, bereavements 

 and the like. Phone 348 7630.  
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Sender: 

Wanganui Tramping Club 

P.O. Box 7324 

WANGANUI 4500 
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